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FRANCIS, EARL OF MOIRA, 


GENERAL IN HIS MAJESTy’s FORCES, MASTER-GENERAL 
OF THE ORDNANCE, CONSTABLE OF 
THE TOWER, ETC. 


My Lord, 

It is impossible to think of addressing a Dedi- 
cation to your Lordship without calling to mind 
the well-known reply of the Spartan to a rheto- 
rician, who proposed to pronounce an eulogium 
on Hercules. “ On Hercules !” said the honest 
Spartan, “ who ever thought of blaming Her- 
cules?” In a similar manner the concurrence 
of public opinion has left to the panegyrist of 


4 DEDICATlOPf. 

your Lordship a very superfluous task. I shall 
therefore be silent on the subject, and merely 
entreat your indulgence to the very humble 
tribute of gratitude which I have here the ho- 
nour to. present. 

I am, 

Mt Lord, 

With every feeling of attachment and respect^ 
Your Lordship’s very devoted servant, 

THOMAS MOORE. 


*7, Buiy Street, St. James's, 
April lo, 1806. 
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PREFA.CE. 


The principal poems in the following Collection * 
were written during an absence of fourteen months 
from Europe. Though curiosity was certainly not 
the motive of my voyage to America, yet it hap- 
pened that the gratification of curiosity was the 
only advantage which I derived from it. Finding 
myself in the country of a new people, whose 
infancy had promised so much, and whose pro- 
gress to maturity has been an object of such in- 
teresting speculation, I determined to employ the 
short period of time, which my plan of return to 
Europe afforded me, in travelling through a few 
of the States and acquiring some knowledge of the 
inhabitants. 

The impression which my mind received from 
the character and manners of these republicans, 
suggested the Epistles which are written from the 
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city of Washington and Lake Erie.* How far I 
was right, in thus assuming the tone of a satirist 
against a people whom I viewed but as a stranger 
and a visitor, is a doubt which my feelings did 
not allow me time to investigate. All I presume 
to answer for is the fidelity of the picture which 
I have given ; and though prudence might have 
dictated gentler language, truth, I think, would 
have justified severer. 

I went to America with prepossessions by no 
means unfavourable, and indeed rather indulged 
in many of those illusive ideas with respect to the 
purity of the government and the primitive hap- 
piness of the people, which I had early imbibed 
in my native country, where, unfortunately, dis- 
content at home enhances every distant tempta- 
tion, and the western world has long been looked 
to as a retreat from real or imaginary oppression ; 
as the elysian Atlantis, where persecuted patriots 
might find their visions realized, and be welcomed 
by kindred spirits to liberty and repose. I wjfs 
completely disappointed in every flattering ex- 
pectation which I had formed, and was inclined 
♦ Epistles VI. VII. and Vill. 
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to say to America, as Horace says to his mistress, 
intentata nites." firissot, in the preface to his 
travels, observes, that ** freedom in that country 
is carried to so high a degree as to border upon 
a state of nature and there certainly is a close 
approximation to savage life, not only in the 
liberty which they enjoy, but in the violence of 
party spirit and of private animosity which results 
from it. This illiberal zeal embitters all social 
intercourse ; and, though I scarcely could hesitate 
in selecting the party, whose views appeared the 
more pure and rational, yet I -was sorry to observe 
that, in asserting their opinions, they botli assume . 
an equal share of intolerance ; the Democrats, 
consistently with their principles, exhibiting a 
vulgarity of rancour, which the Federalists' too 
often are so forgetful of their cause as to 'imitate. 

The rude familiarity of the lower orders, and < 

indeed the unpolished state of society in general, 
would neither surprise nor disgust if they seemed 
to flow from' that >simplidty of character, 'that 
honest ignorance of the gloss of refinement, which 
may be looked for in a new and inexperienced 
people. But, when we find tliem arrived at ma- 
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turity in most of the vices, and all the pride, of 
civilization, while they are still so remote from 
its elegant characteristics, it is impossible not to 
feel that this youthful decay, this crude anticipa- 
tion of the natural period of corruption, represses 
every sanguine hopo/,{)f fthe future energy and 
greatness of America. -• 

I am conscious that, in venturing these few re- • 
marks, 1 have said just enough to offend, and by 
no means sufficient to convince ; for the limits of 
a preface will not allow me to enter into a. justifica- 
tion of my opinions, and I am committed on the 
. subject as effectually as if I had written volumes 
in their defence. My reader, however, is apprized 
of the very cursory observation upon which these 
opinions are founded, and can easily decide for 
himself upon the degree of attention or confidence 
which they merit. 

With respect to the poems in general, which 
occupy the following pages, I know not in what 
manner to apologize to the public for intruding 
upon their notice such a mass of unconnected 
trifles, such a world of epicurean atoms, as I have 
here brought in conflict together: To say that I 
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liave been tempted by the liberal offers of my 
bookseller, is an excuse which can hope for but 
little indulgence from the critic ; yet I own that, 
without this seasonable inducement, these poems 
very possibly would never have been submitted to 
the world. The glare of publication is too strong 
for such imperfect productions : they should be 
shown but to the eye of friendship, in that dim 
light of privacy, which is as favourable to poetical 
as to female beauty, and serves as a veil for faults, 
while it enhances every charm which it displays. 
Besides, this is not a period for the idle occupa- 
tions of poetry, and times like the present require 
talents more active and more useful. Few have 
now the leisure to read such trifles, and I sin- 
cerely regret thaiC I have had the leisure to write 
them. 


1. 
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EPISTLE I. 

TO 


LORD VISCOUNT STRANGFORD. 



TO 


LORD VISCOUNT STRANGFORD. 


ABOARD THE PHAETON FRIGATE, OFF THE AZORES, 
BY moonlight. 

Sweet Moon ! if like Crotona’s sage, * 

By any spell my hand could dare 
To make thy disk its ample page, 

And write my thoughts, my wishes there ; 

How many a friend, whose careless eye 
Now wanders o’er that starry sky. 

Should smile, upon thy orb to meet 
The recollection, kind and sweet. 

The reveries of fond regret. 

The promise, never to forget. 

And all my heart and soul would send 
To many a dear-loved, distant friend ! 

Pythagoras { who was supposed to hare a power of 
writing upon the moon by the means of a magic mirror.— -See 
Batle, art. Pythag. 


i ♦ 
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Oh, Steangeord ! when we parted last, 

I little thought the times were past, 

For ever past, when brilliant joy 
Was all my vacant heart’s employ ; 

When, fresh from mirth to mirth again. 
We thought the rapid hours too few. 

Our only use for knowledge then 
To turn to rapture all we knew ! 

Delicious days of whim and soul ! 

When, mingling lore and laugh together. 
We lean*d the book on pleasure’s bowl. 

And turn’d the leaf with folly’s feather ! 

I little thought that all were fled. 

That, ere that summer’s bloom was shed. 
My eye should see the- sail unfurl’d 
That wafts me to the western world ! 

And yet ’twas time — in youthful days, 

To cool the season’s burning rays. 

The heart may let its wanton wing 
Repose awhile in pleasure’s spring, 

But, if it wait for winter’s breeze. 

The spring will dry, the heart will freeze ! 
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And tlien, that Hope, that fairy Hope, 

Oh ! she awaked such happy dreams, 

And gave my soul such tempting scope 
For all its dearest, fondest schemes. 

That not Verona’s child of song, 

Wlien flying from the Plirygian shore, 

With lighter hopes could bound along, 

Or pant to be a wanderer more !'*’ 

Even now delusive hope will steal 
Amid the dark regrets I feel, 

Soothing as yonder placid beam 
Pursues the murmurers of the deep. 

And lights them with consoling gleam. 

And smiles them into tranquil sleep ! 

Oh ! such a blessed night as this, 

I often think, if friends were near. 

How we should feel, and gaze with bliss 
Upon the moon-bright scenery here ! 

The sea is like a silvery lake. 

And o’er its calm the vessel glides 

* Alluding to these animated lines in the 44^^ Carmen of 
this poet : 

Jam mens ^xtrepidaps avet vagari, 

Jam Igeti studio pedes -rigescunt ! 
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Gently, as if it fear’d to wake 
The slumber of the silent tides ! 

The only envious cloud that lowers, 
Hath hung its shade on Pico’s height, 
Where dimly, ’mid the dusk, he towers. 
And, scowling at this Heaven of light. 
Exults to see the infant storm 

Chng darkly round his giant form ! 

Now, could I range those verdant isles 
Invisible, at this soft hour, 

And see the looks, the melting smiles. 
That brighten many an orange bower ; 
And could I lift each pious veil, 

And see the blushing cheek it shades, 
Oh ! I should have full many a tale, 

To tell of young Azorian maids, f 


Dear Strangford ! at this hour, perhaps, 

Some faithful lover (not so blest 

* Pico is a very high mountain on one of the Azores, from 
which the island derives its name. It is said hy some to he 
as high as the Peak of Tenerifie. 

1 believe it is Guthrie who says, that the inhabitants of 
the Azores are much addicted to gallantry. This is an asser- 
tion in which even Guthrie may be credited. 
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As they who in their ladies’ laps 
May cradle every wish to rest) 

Warbles, to touch his dear one’s soul, 

Those madrigals, of breath divine, 

Which Gamoens’ harp from rapture stole 
And gave, all glowing warm, to thine ! 
Oh ! could the lover learn from thee. 

And breathe them with thy graceful tone, 
Such dear, beguiling minstrelsy 
^ Would make the coldest nymph his own ! 


But, hark ! — the boatswain’s pipings tell 
’Tis time to bid my dream farewell : 

Eight bells : — the middle watch is set ; 

Good night, my Strangford — ne’er forget 
That far beyond the western sea f 
Is one whose heart remembers thee ! 

* These islands belong to the Portugucw. 

From Captain Cockburn, who commanded the Phaeton, I 
received snch kind attentions as I must ever remember with 
gratitude. As some of the journalists have gravely asserted 
that 1 went to America to speculate in lands, it may not be 
impertinent to state, that the object of this vdyage across the 
Atlantic was my appointment to the office of Registrar of the 
Vice- Admiralty Court of Bermuda. 
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STANZAS. 


XiT tft9S 

fit x^»ff<pan'u rtii't' 

Fn^o-xt TX)^(UXtiu fell nfitit xyxt. 

£schyi.. Fragment. 


A BEAM of tranquillity smiled in the west. 

The storms of the morning pursued us no more, 

And the wave, while it welcomed the moment of 
rest. 

Still heaved, as remembering ills that were o’er! 

Serenely my heart took the hue of the hour, 

Its passions were sleeping, were mute as the 
dead. 

And the spirit becalm’d but remember’d their 
power. 

As the billow the force of the gale that was fled ! 

1 thought of the days, when to pleasure alone 
My heart ever granted a wish or a sigh ; 

When the saddest emotion my bosom had known, 
Was pity for those who were wiser than I ! 
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I felt how the pure, intellectual fire 
In luxury loses its heavenly ray ; 

How soon, in the lavishing cup of desire. 

The pearl of the soul may be melted away ! 

And I pray'd of that Spirit who lighted the flame. 
That pleasure no more might its purity dim ; 

And that sullied but little, or brightly the same, 

I might give back the gem I had borrow’d from 
him ! 

The thought was ecstatic ! I felt as if Heaven 
Had already the wreath of eternity shown ; 

As if, passion all chasten’d and error forgiven. 

My heart had begun to be purely its own ! 

I look’d to the west, and the beautiful sky 

Whicli morning had clouded, was clouded no 
more : 

. “ Oh ! thus,” I exclaim’d, “ can a heavenly eye 
Shed light on the soul that was darken’d 
before I” 
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THE TELL-TALE LYRE. 

I’ve heard, there was in ancient days 
A Lyre of most melodious spell ; 

'Twas Heaven to hear its fairy lays, 

If half be true that legends tell. 

’Twas play’d on by the gentlest sighs, 
And to their breath it breathed again 

In such entrancing melodies 
As ear had never drunk till then ! 

Not harmony’s serenest touch 
So stilly could the notes prolong ; 

They were not heavenly song so much 
As they were dreams of heavenly song 

If sad the heart, whose murmuring air 
Along the chords in languor stole. 

The soothings it awaken’d there 
Were eloquence from pity’s soul ! 

Or if the sigh, serene and light. 

Was but the breath of fancied woes, 

The string, that felt its airy flight. 

Soon whis*per’d it to kind repose ! 



AND OTHER POEMS. SI 

And oh ! when lovers talk’d alone, 

If ’mid their bliss the Lyre was near, 

It made their murmurs all its own, 

And echoed notes that Heaven might hear ! 

There was a nymph, who long had loved, 

But dared not tell the world how well ; 

The shades, where she at evening roved. 

Alone could know, alone could tell. 

’Twas there, at twilight time, she stole 
So oft, to make the dear-one bless’d. 

Whom love had given her virgin soul. 

And nature soon gave all the rest ! 

It chanced that in the fairy bower 

Where they had found their sweetest shed. 

This Lyre, of strange and magic power. 

Hung gently whispering o’er their head. 

And while, with eyes of mingling fire, 

They listen’d to each other’s vow. 

The youth full oft would make the Lyre 
A pillow for his angel’s brow ! 
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And while the melting words she breathed 
On all its echoes wanton’d round, 

Her hair, amid the strings enwreathed, 
Through golden mazes charm’d the sound ! 

Alas I theif hearts but little thought, 

While thus entranced they listening lay, 

That every sound the Lyre was taught 
Should linger long, and long betray ! 

So mingled with its tuneful soul 

Were all their tender murmurs grown. 

That other sighs unanswer’d stole. 

Nor changed the sweet, the treasured tone. 

Unhappy nymph ! thy name was sung 
To every passing lip that sigh’d ; 

The secrets of thy gentle tongue 
On every ear in muriburs died ! 

The fatal Lyre, by Envy’s hand 
Hung high amid the breezy groves, 

To every wanton gale that fann’d 
Betray’d the mystery of your loves ! 


Digitized by Google 



AND OTHER POEMS, 


23 


Yet, oh I — not many a suiFering hour, 

Thy cup of shame on earth was given ; 

Benignly came some pitying Power, 

And took the Lyre and thee to Heaven ! 

There, as thy lover dries the tear 

Yet warm from life’s malignant wrongs, 

Within his arms, thou lovest to hear 
The luckless Lyre’s remember’d songs ! 

Still do your happy souls attune 

The notes it learn’d, on earth, to move ; 

Still breathing o’er the chords, commune 
In sympathies of angel love ! 


TO THE FLYING-nSH.* 

When I have seen thy snowy wing 
O’er the blue wave at evening spring, 

* It is the opinion of St. Austin, upon Genesis, and I be- 
lieve of nearly all the Fathers, that birds, like fish, were 
originally produced from the waters ; in defence of which 
idea they have collected every fanciful circumstance which 
can tend to prove a kindred similitude between them; evy- 
yituttf T»is irtTtftifois Xftt r» ttijcrct. With this thought in 
our minds when we first see the Flying-Fish, we could almost 
fancy that we arc present at the moment of creation, and wit- 
ness the birth of the first bird from the waves. 
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And give those scales, of silver white. 

So gaily to the eye of light, 

• As if thy frame were form’d to rise, 

And live amid the glorious skies ; 

Oh ! it has made me proudly feel. 

How like thy wing’s impatient zeal 
Is the pure soul, that scorns to rest 
Upon the world’s ignoble breast. 

But takes the plume that God has given. 
And rises into light and Heaven ! 

But, when I see that wing, so bright. 
Grow languid with a moment’s flight, 
Attempt the paths of air in vain. 

And sink into the waves again : 

Alas ! the flattering pride is o’er ; 

Like thee, awhile, tlie soul may soar, 

But erring man must blush to think. 
Like thee, again, the soul may sink ! 

Oh Virtue I when thy clime I seek. 

Let not my spirit’s flight be weak : 

Let me not, like this feeble thing. 

With brine still dropping from its wing. 
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Just sparkle iu the solar glow 
And plunge again to depths below ; 

But, when 1 leave the grosser throng 
With whom my soul hath dwelt so long, 
Let me, in that aspiring day. 

Cast every lingering stain away^ 

And, panting for thy purer air. 

Fly up at once and fix me there ! 
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MISS M— E. 
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FROM NORFOLK, IN VIRGINIA, NOVEMBER, l8o3 

In days, my Kate, when life^was new, 
When, lull’d with innocence and you, 

I heard, in home’s beloved shade, 

The din the world at distance made ; 

When every night my weary head ' ’ 
Sunk on its own unthorned bed, 

And, mild as evening’s matron hour 
Looks OB the faintly shutting flower, 

A mother saw our eyelids close 
And bless’d them into pure repose ! 

Then, haply if a week, a day, 

I linger’d from your arms away, 

How long the little absence seem’d ! 

How bright the look of welcome beam’d, 

As mute you heard, with eager smile. 

My tales of all that pass'd the while ! 

Yet now, my Kate, a gloomy sea 
Rolls wide between 'that home and me ; 
The moon may thrice be bom and die. 

Ere even your seal can reach mine eye ; 
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And oh ! even then, that darling seal 

• • 

(Upon whose print I used to feel 
The breath of home, the cordial air 
Of loved lips, still freshly there !) 

Must come, alas’! through every fate 
Of time and distance, cold and late. 

When the dear hand whose touches fill'd. 
The leaf with sweetness may be chill’d ! 
But hence that gloomy thought I At last, 
Beloved Kate ! the waves are pass’d ; 

1 tread on earth securely now. 

And the green cedar’s living bough 
Breathes more refreshment to my eyes 
Than could a Claude’s divinest dyes ! 

At length I touch the happy sphere 
To Liberty and Virtue dear. 

Where man looks up, and, proud to claim 
His rank within the social frame, 

Sees a grand system round him roll, 
Himself its centre, sun, and soul ! 

Far from the shocks of Eurppe ; far 
Fr6m every wild, elliptic star 
That, shooting with a devious fire, 
Kindled by Heaven’s avenging ire, . 
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' So oft hath into chaos hurl’d 
The systeips of the ancient world ! 

The warrior here, in arms no more, 
Thinks of the toil, the conflict o’er, 

. And glorying in the rights they won 
For hearth and altar, sire and son, 
SmHes on the dusky webs that hide ^ . 
His sleeping sword’s remember’d pride ! 
While Peace, with sunny cheeks of toil, 
Walks o’er the free, unlorded soil. 
Effacing with .her splendid share 
The drops that War had sprinkled there 
Thrice happy land ! where he who flies 
From the dark ills of other skies. 

From scorn, or want’s unnerving woes, 
May shelter him in proud repose ! 

Hope sings along the yellow sand 
His welcome to a patriot land ; 

The mighty wood, with pomp, receives 
The stranger in its world of leaves, 
Which soon their barren glory yield 
To the warm shed and cultured field ; 
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And he, who came, of aU'Isereft, 

To whom Bqalignant Fate had left 

Nor home nor friends nor country dear, ' 

Finds home and friends ai\d country here ! 


Such is the picture, wai^iy such. 

That .long the spell of Fancy’s touch 
Hath painted to my sanguine eye 
Of man’s ne# world of liberty ! 

Oh h ask' me not if TruHi will seal ' „ - 

The reveries of Fancy’s zeal. 

If yet my charmed eyes behold 
These features of an age of gold — 

No— yet, alas ! no gleaming trace ! * 

Never did youth, who loved a face 
From portrait’s rosy, flattering art, 

.* Recoil with more regret of heart, 

* Such romamic works as TTie American Farmer’s Let- ■ 
ter$j and the Account of K^atuef^, by Imlat, would seduce 
us into a belief, that innocence, peace, and freedom had de- 
-serted the rest of the' world, for Martha’s Vineyard and the 
banks of the Ohio. The French travellers too, almost all 
from revolutionary motives, have contributed their share to 
the diffusion of this llatteriug misconception. A.visit to the 
(country is, however, quite sufficient to correct even the most 
enthusiastic prepossession. 
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To find owlet eye of gray, 

Where painting pour’d the sapphire’s ray, 

Than I have felt, indignant felt, 

To think the glorious dreams should meh, 

Which oft, in boyhood’s witching time. 

Have wrapt me to this wondrous clime ! 

But, courage yet, my wavering heart ! 

Blame not the temple’s meanest part,*** 

Till you have traced the fabjric o’er: — 

As yet, we have beheld no more 
Than just the porch to Freedom’s fane, 

And, though a sable drop may stain 
The vestibule, ’tis impious sin 
To doubt there’s holiness whhin ! 

So here I pause — and now, any Kate, 

To you (whose simplest ringlet’s fate 

Can claim more interest in my soul 

Than all the Powers from pole to pole)* * ' 

* Norfolk, It must be owned, is an unfavourable specimen 
of America. The cbaracteriatics of Virginia w general are 
not such as can- delight either the politician or the moralist, 
and at Norfolk they are exhibited in their least attractive 
form. At the time whennye arrived, the yellow fever had 
not yet disappeared, and every odour that assailed ns in the 
streets very strongly accounted for its visitation. 

2 . 
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One word at parting — in the tone 
Most sweet to’you, and most my own. 

The simple notes I send you here,^ 

Though rude>and wild, would stilhhe dear. 

If you but knew the trance of thought 
In which my mind their murmurs caught. 

'Twas one of those enchanting dreatns. 

That lull me oft, when Music seems 
To pour the soul in sound along. 

And turn its every sigli to song ! 

I thought of home, the according lays 
Respired the breath of happier days ; 

Warmly in every rising note 
I felt. some dear remembrance float. 

Till, led by Music’s fairy chain, .• 

I wander’d back to home again ! ’ • 

Oh ! love the son^g, and let it oft 
Live oh your lip, in warble soft ! 

Say that it tells you, simply well. 

All I have bid its murmurs tell, *. 

Of memoryis glow, of dreams that shed 
The tinge of joy when joy is fled, 

* A trifling attempt* at musical composition accompanied 
this Epistle. 
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And all the heart’s illusive hoard 

Of love renewM and friends restored ! • 

Now, sweet, adieu — this artless air, 

And a few rhymes, in transcript fair,* 

Are all the gifts I yefc can bo'aSt 

To send you from Columbia's coast ; 

But when the sun, with warmer smile, 

Shall light me to my destined Isle, f 
• • 

You shall have many a cowslip-bell 
Where Ariel slept, and many a shell 
In which the gentle spirit drew . 
From.honey ^flowers the morning dew ! 


TO CARA, 

AFTER AN INTERVAL OF ABSENCE. 

% 

Conceal’d within the shady wood 
A mother Ipft her sleeping child, 

And flew to cull her rustic food, 

The fruitage of the forest wild. 

But storms upon her path-way rise. 

The mother roams, astray and weeping 

* The poems which immediately 'follow. 

+ Bermada. 
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Far from the weak, appealing cries 
Of him she left so sweetly sleeping. 

She hopes, she fears — a light is seen, 

And gentler blows the night-wind’s breath ; 

Yet no — ’tis gone — the storm's are keen, 

The baby may be chill’d to death ! 

Perhaps his little eyes are shaded 
Dim by Death’s eternal chill — 

And yet, perhaps, they are not faded ; 

Life and love may light them still. 

Thus, when my soul with parting sigh, 

Dung on thy hand’s bewildering touch. 

And, timid, ask’d that speaking eye, 

If parting pain’d thee half so much : 

I thought, and, oh ! forgive the thought, 

For who, by eyes like thine inspired, 

Could e’er resist the flattering fault 
OfTancying what bis soul desired ? 

Y'es-^I did thinks in Caha’s mind, 

Though yet to Cara’s mind unknown, 

I left one infant wish behind, 

One feebng, wliich I call’d my oWn ! 
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Oh blest ! though but in fancy blest. 

How did I ask of pity’s care, 

To shield and strengthen in thy breast 
The nursling I had cradled there. 

And, many an hour beguiled by pleasure, 
And many an hour of sorrow numbering, 
I ne’er forgot the new-born- treasure 
I left within thy bosom slumbering. 

Perhaps, indifference has not chill’d it, 
Haply, it yet a throb may give — 

Yet no— perhaps, a doubt has kill’d it ! 

Oh, Cara ! — does the infant live? 


TO CARA, 

ON THE DAWNING OF A NEW YEAR’s DAY. 

When midnight came to close the year. 

We sigh’d to think it thus should take 
The hours it gave us — hours as dear 
As sympathy anti love could make 
Their blessed moments ! every sun 
Saw us, my love, more closely one ! • 
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But, Cara, when the dawn was high 
Which came another year to shed, 

The smile we caught from eye to eye 
Told us those moinents were not fled ; 

Oh no !— we felt,. some future-sun' 

Should see us still more closely one ! 

Thus may we ever, side by side, 

From happy years to happier glide ; 

And still, my Cara, may the sigh 

We give to hours that vanish o’er us, 

Be follow’d by the smiling eye 

That Hope shall shed on scenes before us ! 


TO THE INVISIBLE GIRL * 

They try to persuade me, my dear little sprite, 
That you are not a daughter of ether and light, 
Nor have any concern with those fanciful forms 
That dance upon rainbows and ride upon storms ; 
That, in short, you’re a woman ; your lip and your 
breast 

As n\ortal as ever were tasted or press’d ! 

This arid the subsecpient poem have appeared in the 
public prints. 
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But I will not believe them — no, Science ! to you 
I have long bid a last and a careless adieu : 

Still 'flying from Nature to study her laws, 

And dulling delight by exploring its cause, 

You forget how superior, for mortals below. 

Is the fiction they dream to the truth that they 
know. 

Oh ! who, that has ever had rapture complete. 
Would ask how we feel it, or why it is sweet ; 
How rays are confused, or how particles fly 
Thrdugh the medium refined of a glance or a sigh ! 
Is there one, who but once would not rather Jjave 
known it. 

Than written, with Harvey, whole volumes upon it ? 
No, no — but for you, my invisible love, 

I will swear you are one of those spirits that rove 
By the bank where at twilight the poet reclines, 
When the st^r of the west on his solitude shines. 
And the magical fingers of Fancy have hung 
Every breeze with a sigh, every leaf with a tongue I 
Oh 1 whisper him then, 'tis retirement alone 
Can hallow his harp or ennoble its tone ; 

Like you, with a veil of seclusion between. 

His song to the world let him utter unseen. 
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And like you, a legitimate child of the spheres. 
Escape from the eye to enrapture the ears ! 

Sweet spirit of mystery ! how I should love. 

In the wearisome ways I am fated'to rove,' 

To have you for ever ipvisibly nigh. 

Inhaling for ever your song and your sigh ! 

’Mid the crowds of the world and the murmurs 
of care, . 

I might sometimes converse with my nymph of 
the air. 

And turn with disgust from the clamorous crew, 

To steal in the pauses one whisper from you. 

Oh ! come and be near me, for ever be mine. 

We shall hold in the air a communion divine. 

As sweet as, of old, was imagined to dwell ’ 

In the grotto of Numa, or Socrates’ cell. 

And oft, at those lingering moments.of night. 

When the heart is weigh’d down and the eyelid is 
• light. 

You shall come to my pillow and tell me of love, • 
Such as angel to angel might whisper above ! 

Oh spirit! — and then, could you borrow the tone 
Of that voice, to my ear so bewitchingly known. 


Digitized by Google 


AND OTHER POEMS. 


4» 

The voice of the one upon earth, who has twined 
With her essence for ever my heart and my mind ! 
Though lonely and far from the light of her smile, 
And exile and weary and hopeless the while, 

Could you shed for a moment that voice on my ear, _ 
I will tlunk at tliat moment my Cara is near, 

Tliat she comes with consoling enchantment to 
speak, 

And kisses my eyelid and sighs on my cheek, 

And tells me, the night shall go rapidly by. 

For the dawn of our hope, of our heaven is nigh ! 

Swe^t spirit ! if such be your magical power, 

It will lighten the lapse of full many an hour ; 

And let Fortune's realities frown as they will, 
Hope, Fancy, and Cara may smile for me still ! 


PEACE ANp GLORY. 

WRITTEN AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE PRESENT WAR. ... 

Where is now the smile that lighten’d 
Every hero's couch of rest ? 

Where is now the hope that brigliten’d 
Honour’s eye and Pity’s breast? 
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Have we lost the wreath we braided 
For our weary warrior men ? 

Is the faithless olive faded, 

Must the bay be pluck’d again ? 

Passing hour of sunny weather, 

, Lovely, in your light awhile. 

Peace and Glory, wed together. 
Wander’d through the blessed isle. 

And the eyes of Peace would glisten, 
Dewy as a morning sun, 

When the timid maid would listen 
' To the deeds her chief had done. 

Is the hour of dalliance over ? 

Musk the maiden’s trembling feet 

Waft her from her warlike lover 
To the desert’s still retreat ? 

Fare you well ! with sighs we banish 
Nymph so fair and guest so bright ; 

Yet the smile, with which you vanish. 
Leaves behind a soothing light ! 

Soothing light ! that long shall sparkle 
O’er your warrior’s sanguine way, 
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Through the 6eld where horrors darkle, 
Shedding Hope^s consoling ray ! 

Long the smile his heart will cherish, 

To ite absent idol true. 

While around him myriads perish. 

Glory still will sigh for you ! 


To ^ , i8oi. 

To be the theme of every hour 
. The heart devotes to Fancy's power,' 

When her soft magic fills the naind 
With friends and joys we’ve left behind. 
And joys return and friends are near. 

And all are welcomed with a tear ! 
hi the mind’s purest seat to dwell. 

To be remember’d oft and well 

By one whose heart, though vain and wild. 

By passion led, by youth beguiled, 

Can proudly still a*spire to know . 

The feeling soul’s divinest glow ! 

If thus to live in every part 
Of a lone weary wanderer’s heart ; 
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If thus to be its sole employ 
Can -give thee one faint gleam of joy, • 
Believe it, Mary ! oh ! believe 
A tongue that never can deceive. 

When passion doth not first betray 
And tinge the thought upon its way ! 

In pleasure’s dream or sorrow’s hour, 

In crowded hall or lonely bower, 

The business of my life shall be, 

For ever, to remember thee ! 

And though that lieart be dead-to mine, 
Since love is life and wakes not thine. 

I’ll take thy image, as the form ‘ 

Of something 1 -should long to warm, 
Which, though it yield no answering thrill,. 
Is not less de 2 ur, is lovely still ! 

I’ll take it, wheresoeer I stray. 

The bright, cold burthen .of my way I 
To keep this semblance fresh in bloom. 

My heart shall be its glowing tomb. 

And love shall lend his sweetest care. 

With memory to embalm it there ! . 
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Take back the sigh, thy lips of art 
. In passion's moment breathed to me ; 

Yet, no — it must not, irill not part, 

'Tis now the life-breath of my heart, 

And has become too pure for thee ! 

Take back the kiss, that faithless sigh 
With all the warmth of truth imprest ; 
Yet, no— the fatal kiss may lie. 

Upon thjr lip its sweets would die. 

Or bloom to make a rival tdest ! 

Take back the vows that, night ^nd day. 

My heart received,- 1 thought, from thine ; 
Yet, no— allow them still to stay, 

They might some other heart betray. 

As sweetly as they’ve ruin’d mine ! 
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A BALLAD. 

THE LAKE OF THE DISMAL SWAMP. 

WRITTEN AT NIHIFOLK. IN VIRGINIA. 


“ Thej .teU of a young man wlio lost his mind npon the 
death of a girl he loved, and who, suddenly disappearing 
from his friends, was never afterwards heard of. As he had 
frequently said, in his ravings, that the girl was not dead,, but 
gone to the Dismal Swamp, it is supposed he had wandered 
into that dreary wilderness, and had died of hunger, or been 
lost in some of its dreadful morasses. — Anon. 

La Po^sie a ses monstres comme la Nature. — D’Alembert. 

“ They made her a grave, too cold and damp 
“ For a soul so. warm and true; 

‘ ‘ And she’s gone to the Lake of the Dismal Swamp,'*' 
“ Where, all night long, by a fire-fly lamp, 

“ She paddles her white canoe. 

“ And her fire-fly lamp I soon shall see, 

“ And her paddle I soon shall hear ; 

“ Long and loving our life shall be, 

“ And 1 11 hide the maid in a cypress tree, 

“ When the footstep of Deatli is near ! ” 

The Great Dismal Swamp is ten or twelve miles distant 
from Norfolk, and the Lake in the middle of. it (about seven 
mdes long) is caUed Drummond’s Pond. 
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Away to the*Dismal Swamp he. speeds — 

His path was rugged' and sore, 

Through tangle^ juniper, beds of reeds. 

Through many a fen, where the serpent feeds, , 
And man never trod before ! 

1 

And when on the earth he sunk to sleep. 

If slumber his eyelids knew. 

He lay where the deadly vine doth weep 
Its venomous tear 'and nightly steep 
The ftesh with blistering dew ! 

And near him the she-wolf stirr’d the brake. 

And the copper-^nake breathed in his ear, • 

TiU he starting cried, from his dream awake, 

** Oh ! when shall I see the dusky Lake, 

“ And the white canoe of my dear ?*' 

He saw the Lake, and a meteor bright 

* • • 
Quick over its surface play’d — 

“ Welcome,” he said, “ my dear-one’s light !” 

And the dim shore echoed, for many a night. 

The name of the death-cold maid ! . 
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Till he holloa’d a boat of birchen bark', . 

Which carried him ofif from shore ; 

Far he follow’d the meteor spark, ^ 

Thp wind was high and the clouds were dark. 
And the boat return’d no more. 

But oft, from the Indian hunter’s camp, .. 

This lover and maid so true . • 

Are seen, at the hour of midnight damp. 

To cross the lake by'a fire>fly lamp. 

And paddle their white canoe ! 
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TO THf. 


MARCHIONESS DOWAGER OF D LL. 

FROM BERMUDA, JA^TOART, l8o4- 

Lady ! wbere’er you roam, whatever beam 
Of bright creation warms your mimic dream ; 
•Whether you trace the valley’s golden meads, 
Where inazy Linth his lingering current leads ; * 
Enamour’d catch the mellow hues that sleep, 

At eve, on Meillerie’s immortal steep ; 

Or musing o’er the Lake, at day’s decline, 

Mark the last shadow on the holy shrine, f 
Where, many a night, the soul of Tell complains 
Of Gallia’s triumph and Helvetia’s chains ; 

Oh ! lay the pencil for a moment by. 

Turn from the tablet that creative eye, 

And let its splendour, like the morning ray 
Upon a shepherd’s hai*p, illume my lay I 

Yet, Lady ! no — for song so rude as mine. 

Chase not the wonders of your dream divine ; 

^ Lady D., I supposed, was at this time still in Switzer- 
land, where the powers of her pencil mast hare been fre- 
quently awakened. 

+ The chapel of William Tell, on the Lake of Lucerne. 
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Still, radiant eye ! upon the tablet dwell ; 

Still, rosy finger ! weave your pictured spell ; 

And, while T sing the animated smiles 
Of fairy nature in these sun-born isles, * 

Oh ! might the song awake some bright design, 
Inspire a touch, or prompt one happy line. 

Proud were my soul, to see its humble thought 
On Painting’s mirror so divinely caught, 

And wondering Genius, as he lean’d to trace 
The faint conception kindling into graces 
Might love my numbers for the spark they threw. 
And bless the lay that lent a charm to you ! 

Have you not oft, in nightly vision, stray’d 
To the pure isles of ever-blooming shade, 

Which bards of old, with kindly magic, placed 
For happy spirits in th’ Atlantic waste ?■*“ 

There as eternal gales, with fragrance warm, 
Breathed fromElysium through each shadowy form 

* M. Gebelin says, in his Monde Primitif, “ Lorsque Stra- 
bon cnit que les anciens theologiens et poetes placaient les 
Champs tlysc'es dans les Isles de I’Occan Atlantique, il 
n’eniendit rien leur doctrine.” M. Gebeuh’s supposition, 
I have no doubt, is the more correct 5 but that of Strabo is, 
in the present instance, most to my purpose. 
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In eloquence of eye^ and dreams of song, 

Tliey charm’d their lapse of nightless hours along! 
Nor yet in song that mortal ear may suit, 

For every spirit was itself a lute 

Where Virtue waken’d, with elysian breeze, 

Pure tones of thought and mental harmonies ! 
Believe me. Lady, when the zephyrs bland 
Floated our bark to this enchanted land, 

These leafy isles upon the ocean thrown. 

Like studs of emerald o’er a silver zone ; 

Not all the charm, that ethnic fancy gave 
To blessed arbours o’er the western wave, 

Gould wake a dream, more soothibg or sublime, 
Of bowers ethereal and the spirit’s clime ! 


The morn was lovely, every wave was still, 
Wlien the first perfume of a cedar-hill 
Sweetly awaked us, and witli smiling charms 
The fairy harbour woo’d us to its arms. * 


* Nothing can be mote loinaiuic than the little harbour of 
St. George. The number of beautiful islets, the singular clear- 
ness of the water, and the animated play of the graceful little 
boats, gliding for ever between the islands, and seeming to 
sail from one cedar-grove into another, form all together the 
sweetest miniature of nature that can be imagined. 
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(lently we stole, before the languid wind, 
Through plaintain shades, that l^ke an awning 
twined 

And kiss’d on either side the wanton sails, 
Breathing our welcome to these vernal vales ; 
While far reflected, o’er the wave serene. 

Each wooded island sheds so soft a green. 

That the enamour’d keel, with whispering play, 
Through liquid herbage seem’d to steal its way I 
Never did weary bark more sweetly glide. 

Or rest its anchor in a lovelier tide ! 

Along the margin, many a brilliant dome, 

White as the palace of a Lapland gnome, 
Brighten’d the wave ; in every myrtle grove 
Secluded bashful, like a shrine of love. 

Some elfln mansion sparkled through the shade; 
And, while the foliage interposing play’d. 
Wreathing the structure into various grace, 

Fancy would love in many a form to trace 
The flowery capital, the shaft, the porch, 

And dream of temples, till her kindling torch 

* This is an allasion which, to the lew who are fancifui 
enough to indulge in it, renders the scenery of Bermuda 
particularly interesting. In the short but beautiful twilight 
of their spring evenings, the white cottages scattered over 
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Lighted me back to all the glorious days 
Of Attk genius ; and I seem’d to gaze 
’ On matble, from the rich Pentelic naount. 

Gracing the umbrage of some Naiad’s fount. 

Sweet airy being who, in brighter hours, 

Lived on the perfume of tliese honey’d bowers, 

In velvet bi^s, at evening loved to lie, ^ 

And win with music every rose’s sigh ! 

Though weak the magic of my humble strain 
To charm your spirit from its orb again, 

Yet, oh ! for her, beneath whose smile I sing, 

For her (whose pencil, if your rainbow wing 
Were dimn^’d or ruffled by a wintry sky. 

Could smooth its feather and relume its dye), 

• 

the islands, and but partially seen through the trees that sur- 
round them, assume often the appearance of little Grecian 
temples, and fancy may embellish the poor fisherman's hut 
with columns which the pencil of Claude might imitate. 1 
had one favourite object of this kind in my walks, which the 
hospitality of its owner robbed me of, by asking me to visit 
him. He was a plain good man, and received me well and 
warmly, but I never could turn his house into a Grecian 
aemple again. 

* Ariel. Among the many charms which Bermuda has for 
a poetic eye, we cannot for an instant forget that it is the 
scene of Shakespeare’s Tempest, and that here he conjured 
up the “ delicate Ariel,” who alone is worth the whole 
beaven of ancient mythology. 
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A moment wander from your starry sphere, 
And if the lime-tree grove that once was dear, 
The sunny wave, the bower, the breezy hill. 
The sparkling grotto can delight you still. 

Oh ! take their fairest tint, their softest light, 
Weave all their beauty into dreams of night. 
And, while the lovely artist slumbering lies, 
Shed the warm picture o’er her mental eyes ; 
Borrow for sleep her own creative spells. 

And brightly show what song but faintly tells ! 


THE GENIUS OF HARMONY. 

AN IRREGULAR ODE. « 


AD BARMONIAM CANEAE MDNDUM. 

Cicero, de Nat. Dear. lib. 3. 

There lies a shell beneath the waves. 

In many a hollow winding wreathed. 
Such as of old, 

Echoed ^the breath that warbling sea-maids 
breathed ; 

This magic shell 

From the white bosom of a syren fell, 
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As once she wander’d by the tide that lares 
Sicilia’s sand of gold. 

It bears 

' Upon its shining side, the- mystic notes 
. Of those entrancing airs'** 

. The Genii of the deep were wont to swell, 
When Heaven’s eternal orbs their midnight music 
roll’d ! 

Oh ! seek it, wheresoe’er it floats ; 

And, if the power 

Of thrilling numbers to thy soul be dear. 

Go, bring the brig'it shell to my bower. 

And I will fold thee in such downy dreams, 

* In the “ Histoire naturelle des Antilles," there is an 
account of some curious shells, found at Curacoa, on the 
back of which were lines, filled with musical characters so 
distinct and perfect, that the writer assures us a very charm- 
ing trio was sung from one of them. “ On le nomme mu- 
sical, parce qu’il porte sur le dos des lignes noirktres pleincs 
de notes*, qui ont une espiice de clc pour les mettre en chant, 
de sorte qne I’on dirait qu'’il ne manque que la lettre & cette 
tablature naturelle. Ce curieux gentilhomme (M. duMontcl) 
rapporie qu’il en a vu qui avaicnt cinq lignes, une clt‘, ct des 
notes, qui formaient un accord paefait. Quelqn’iin y avail 
ajoute la lettre, que la nature avail oublide, et la faisait chan- 
ter en forme de trio, dont I’air dtait fort agreeable.” Chap. 19. 
art. II. The author adds, a poet might imagine that these 
shells were used by the Syrens at their concerts. 

3: 
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As lap the spirit of the seventh sphere. 

When Luna’s distant tone falls faintly on his car ! * 
thou shalt own, 

. ^That,- through the circle of creation’s zone, 

* Where matter darkles or where spirit beams ; 
From the pellucid tides, f that whirl 
The planets through their maze of song, 

* According to Ciceko, and his commentator, Machobius, 
the lunar tone is the gravest and faintest on the planetary 
heptachord. “ Quam ob causam summits ille coeli stellifer 
cursus, cujus conversio esl conciiatior, acuto et excitato mo- 
Tctiir sono : gravissimo autem bic liinaris atqrie infimus.” 
r Sontn. Scip.^ Because, says Macrobius, “ spiritu ut in extre- 
mitate langucsccnte jam volvitur, et propter angustias quibus 
penultimiis orbis arctatur impetu leniore convcrtitur.” In 
Somn. Scip. lib. a. cap. 4- It is not very easy to under- 
stand the ancients in their musical arrangement of the hea- 
venly bodies. See Ptolem. lib. 3. 

Leone Hebreo, pursuing the idea of Aristotle, that the 
lieavcns are animal, attributes their harmony to perfect and 
reciprocal love. “Non per6 raanca fra loro il perfetto e re- 
ciproco amore : la causa principale, die nc mostra il loro 
amore, h la lor amicizia armoniaca e la concordanza, die 
perpetuamente si trova in loro.” Dialog, a. di Amore, p. 58. 
This “ reciproco amore” of Leone is the of the 

ancient Empedocles, who seems, in his Love and Hate of the 
Elements, to have given a glimpse of the principles of attrac- 
tion and repulsion. See the fragment to wliich I allndc in 
Lafktics, AAAsti (juv (ptXoTtjrt'y k. t. A. 

lib. 8. cap. 3. n. I3. 

-|- Leucippcs, the atoraist, imagined a kind of vortices in 
the heavens, which he borrowed from Anaxagoras, and pos- 
sibly suggested to Descartes. 
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To the small rill, that weeps aloug* 

Murmuring o’er beds of pearl ; 

From the rich sigh 

Of the sun’s an-ow through an evening sky, 

To the faint breath the tuneful osier yields 
On Afric’s burning fields ; •}■ 

Oh ! thou shalt own this universe divine 
Is mine ! 

That I respite in all and all in me, . 

One mighty mingled soul of boundless harmony ! 

Welcome, .welcome mystic shell ! . , i'-') 

Many a star has ceased to burn,§ 

Many a tear has Saturn’s urn 


* Hkhaclides, upon the allegories of Homes, conjectures 
that (he idea of the harmony of the spheres originated with 
this poet, who, in representing the solar beams at arrows; 
supposes them to emit a peculiar sound in the air. 

•f In the account of Africa which d'AfiLAitcouET has trans.: 
lated, there is mention of a tree in that country, whose ■ 
branches when shaken by the hand produce very sweet 
sounds. “ Le mcme auteur (Abeneegar) dit, qu’il y ;i un 
certain arbre, qui produit des gaules comme d’osier, et rpj’eii . > 

les prenant h la main et les branlant, elles font une espl?re 
d’harmonic fort agreable,” etc. etc. — J! Afrique do Mahmol. 

§ Alluding to the extinction, or at least the disappearance, 
of some of those fixed stars, which we are taught to consider 
as suns, attended each by its system. Descartes thought that 
our earth might formerly have been a sun, which became oh- 
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O’er the cold bosom of the ocean wept,'* 

Since thy aerial spell ' 

Hath in the waters slept ! 

I fly. 

With the bright treasure to my choral sky. 
Where she, who waked its early swell. 

The syren, with a foot of fire,. 

Walks o’er the great string of my Orphic Lyre,f 
Or guides around the burning pole 
The winged chariot of some blissful soul ! § 
While thou ! 

6i>‘, son of earth ! what dreams shall rise for thee! 
B.eneath Hispania’s sun, 

scured by a thick incrustation over its surface. This pro- 
bably suggested the idea of a central fire. 

* PoRPHYRT says, that Pythagoras held the sea to be a tear. 
T?* ^eeXurraf fca tiutXu tn*i ikKfoof. — De Vit. And 
some one else, if I mistake not, has added the Planet Saturn 
as the source of it. Empedocles, with similar affectation, 
called the sea “ the sweat of the earth:” iS'fmru tij? 

See Rittershosius upon Porphyry, Num. 4i- 

■J- The system of the harmonised orbs was styled by the 
ancients the Great Lyre of Orpheus, for which Lccian ac- 
counts, 4 Av^if iiCTctfUTti tuatc ri/f roip ximsfctfot* Xffcn 
9VMj8«eAAfr«. k. t* A. in Astrolog. 

§ AiuXt Tits uffetfy tptiftt $■’ ikus-^p 

Ktci t/u/3i/3aner £IS OXHMA. Platon. 

Timeeus. 
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Thou’lt see a streamlet run, 

Which I have warm’d with dews of melody ; * 
Listen !— when the night wind 4ies - 

Down the still current, like a harp it sighs ! 

A liquid chord is every wave that flows, 

An airy plectrum every breeze that blows !f 
There, by that wondrous stream, 

Go, lay thy languid brow. 

And I will send tliee such a god-like dream. 
Such— mortal! mortal! hast thou heard of him,§ 
Who, many a night, with his primordial lyre,^ 
Sate on the chill Pangxan mount, ff 

^ This musical river is mentioned in the romance of 
Achilles Tatius. Eiru •KtTttfCS *** i/f etKUnti S'tAi)? 
TV u^Ttf A«Avi>r«f. The Latin version, in supplying the 
hiatus, which isi in the original, has placed the river in His- 
pania. “ In Hispania quoque fluvius est, quern primo aspec- 
tu,” etc. etc. . 

These two lines arc translated from the words of Achilles 
Tatius. £«» yap tXtyos aftftts its rat 9'tiat tpcfrtnif 
TO fitt v^'ap at ^opS'tj apmrat. re /i TCttofia rtt v^aret 
^^fficrpof yirtrai. re ptufta at A«Air. Lib. a. 

§ Orpheus. 

** They call his lyre ap^fuerpetref ittrap^ep^f Optptat. 
See a curious work by a professor of Greek at Venice, in- 
litlcd “ Uebdoraades, sive septem de septenario libri.” Lib. 4- 
cap. 3. p. 177 . 

-f"}- Ebatosthenes, telling the extreme veneration of Orpheus 
for ApoUo, says that he was accustomed to go to the Pang.-can 
mountain at day-break, and there wait the rising of the sun. 
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And, looking to the orient dim, 

Watch’d the first flovring of that sacred fount, 
From which his soul had drunk its fire ! 

Oh ! tliink what visions, in tliat lonely hour, 
Stole o’er his musing breast ! 

What pious ecstasy^ 

Wafted his prayer to that eternal Power, 

Whose seal upon this world imprest f 
The various forms of bright divinity ! 

Or, dost thou know what dreams 1 wove, 
’Mid the deep horror of that silent bower, § 

that liif might be the first to hail its beams. 

Tt Tift fVKTOfy K4tT«, Tt/t tlTt T» «f«S TO IMCAK- 

^t*or ntoyymotj irponfttf* rttt «»«reA«r, <»«i Toy 
oTfHTor. KMT»ftfiofo, q 4 ' 

* There are some verses of Orpheus preserved to us, which 
contain sublime ideas of the unity and magnificence of the 
Deity. As those which Justin Martyr has produced : 
jtcti ;^«Ax{t«i> ts Hfcnoi ta^tsptKTeti 
Xpuntet tfi djpartf, x. r. A. Gvcbc. cohorlat. 

It is thought by some, that tlicsc are to bo reckoned 
.amongst the fabrications which were frequent in the earlv 
times of Christianity. Still it appears doubtful to whom we 
shoidd impute them ; they arc too pious for the Pagans, and 
too poetical for the Fathers. 

-|- In one of the Hymns of Orpheus, he attributes a figtiird 
seal to Apollo, with which he imagines that deity to have 
stamped a variety of forms upon the universe. 

5 Allutling to the cave near Samos, where Pythagoras de- 
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Where the rapt Samian slept his holy slumber? 

When, free* 

From every earthly chain,- 
From wreaths of pleasure and from bonds of pain, 
His spirit flew through flelds above, 

Drank at the source of Nature’s fontal number, 
And saw, in mystic choir, around him move 
The stars of song, Heaven’s burning minstrelsy ! 
Such dreams, so heavenly bright, 

I swear 

By the great diadem that twines my hair. 

And by the seven gems tliat sparkle there, t 

voted the greater part of his days and nights to meditation 
and the mysteries of his philosophy. Jamblich.de Vit. This, 
as Holstenids remarks, -was in imitation of the lifagi. 

* The tetractys, or sacred number of the Pythagoreans, 
on vyhich they solemnly swore, and which they called icefycn 
atf0it (pona/r, “ the fountain of perennial nature.” Lucian 
has ridiculed this religious arithmetic very Cncly in liis Sa/e 
nj" Philosophers. 

•f- This diadem is intended to represent the analogy be- 
tween thc.notes of music and the prismatic colours. We find 
in Plutarch a vague intimation of this kindred harmony in 
colours and sounds. Tt x»i «*«», f*tT» 

xeei <p 0 r»s iffttutti tvitpttmsn. De Musica. 

Cassiodohus, whose idea I may be supposed to have bor- 
rowed, says, in a letter upon music to Boetius, “ Ut diadcina 
oculis, varia luce gemmarum, sic cythara diversitatc suni, 
blanditur audilui.” This is indeed the only tolerable thought 
in the letter. Lib. a. Pariar. 
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Mingling their beams * 

In a soft iris of harmonious light, 

Oh, mortal ! such shall be thy radiant dreams! 
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TO GEORGE MORGAN, ESQ. 

OF NORFOLK, VIRGINIA.* 

ntOM BERSrcOA, JANUARY, l8o4. 


KEINH A‘HNEMOE££A KAI ATPOnOZ, 'OIA e'AAI> 
nAHS, AI0TIHS KAI MAAAON EOIAPOMOS HEHEF 

‘innois, noNTfi enexthpiktai. 

Callimach. Hymn, in Del. v. ii. 

Oh whcrt a tempest whirl’d us hither I f 
Winds, whose savage breath could wither 

* This ^entkman is attached to the British consulate at 
Norfolk. His talents are worthy of a much higher sphere, 
hut the excellent dispositions of the family with whom he 
resides, and the cordial repose he enjoys amongst some of 
the kindest hearts in the world, should be almost enough 
to atone to him for the worst caprices of fortune. The consul 
himself. Colonel Hamilton, is one among the very few in- 
stances of a man, ardently loyal to his king, and yet beloved 
by the Americans. His house is the very temple of hospi- 
tality, and I sincerely pity the heart of that stranger who, 
warm from the welcome of such a board, and with the taste 
of such Madeira still upon his lips, “ col dolce in bocca,” 
could sit down to write a libel on his host, in the true spirit 
of a modem philosophist. See the Travels of the Ddke nr. 
LA Rocbefoocault Liahcookt, vol. a. 

•f We were seven days on our passage from Norfolk to 
Bermuda, during three of which we were forced to lay-to 
in a g%le of wind. The Driver sloop of war, in which 1 
went, was built at Bermuda of cedar, and is accounted an 
excellent sea-boat. She was then cotnraanded by my very 
regretted friend Captain Compton, who in July last was 
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All the light and languid flowers 
That bloom in Epicurus’ bowers ! 

Yet think not, George, that Fancy’s charm 
Forsook me in this rude alarm. 

When close they reerd the timid sail, ' 
When, every plank complaining loud, 

We labour’d in the midnight gale, 

And even our haughty main-mast bow’d I 
The muse, in that unlovely hour, 

Benignly brought her soothing power, 

And, ’midst the war of waves and wind, 

In song’s elysian lapp’d my mind ! 

She open’d, with her golden key. 

The casket where my memory lays 
Those little gems of poesy. 

Which time has saved from ancient days ! 
Take one of these, to Lais sung, 

1 wrote it while my hammock swung, 

As one might write a dissertation 
Upon “ suspended animation !” 




killed aboard the Lilly, in an action with a French prirateer. 
Poor Compton ! he fell a victim to the strange impolicy of 
allowing such a miserable thing as the Lilly to remain in the 
service ; so small, crank, and unmanageable, that a well 
manned merchantman was at any time a match for her. 
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Sweetly you kiss, my Lais dear ! 

But, while you kiss, I feel a tear, 

Bitter as those when lovers part. 

In mystery from your eye-lid start ! 

Sadly you lean your head to mine, 

And round my neck in silence twine. 

Your hair along my bosom spread. 

All humid with the tears you shed I 
Have I not kiss*d those lids of snow ? 

Yet still, my love, like founts they flow, 

Bathing our cheeks, whene’er they meet — 

Why is it thus ? do tell me, sweet ! 

Tbis epigram is by Paulus Silentiarius, and may be 
found in the Analecta of Brdhck, toI. 3. p. 7 a. But as the 
reading there is somewhat different from what 1 have fol- 
lowed in tbis translation, I shall give it as I had it in my 
memory at the time, and as it is in Heinsius, who, i beliere, 
first produced the epigram. See his Poemata. 

/sir I 0 T< (ptXtffut rs Aati'tw' ^«er«r 
Hwts/^rtrrotr ^kKfo xttie ^Ai^«p«r ' ' 

nfius ivfitrrpoj^of atyXi/f 
H/siri/« xf^xAtrr J'liftf tptintfttft- 

Moptpttf^f r« i'ptnpiis «trs ^vyir, 

Attxpva pt ytofitien xtirrt tear* crtpittTtn’ 

Eori S^tnupoftttmy rtitt «m«« Jk»pv» Ai/ySiifi 
Auf'm ftt! /SI Aiirsr* im y«p spxnwMrxi. 
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Ah, Lais ! are my bodings right ? 

Am I to lose you ? is to-night ' 

Our last — go, false to Heaven and me ! 
Your very tears are treachery. 


Such, while in air I floating hung. 

Such was the strain, Morgante mio ! 
The Muse and I together sung. 

With Boreas to make out the trio. 
But, bless the little fairy isle ! 

How sweetly, after all our ills. 

We saw the dewy morning smile 
Serenely o’er its fragrant hills ! 

And felt the pure, elastic flow 
Of airs, that round this Eden blow 
With honey freshness, caught by stealth 
Warm from the very lips of health ! 

Oh ! could you yiew the scenery dear. 
That now beneath my window lies. 
You’d think that Nature lavish’d here 
Her purest wave, her softest skies. 
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To make a Heaven for Love to sigli in, 

For baurds to live and saints to die in ! 

Close to my wooded bank below. 

In glassy calm the waters sleep. 

And to the sun-beam proudly show 
Tlie coral rocks they love to steep ! * 

The fainting breeze of morning fails. 

The drowsy boat moves slowly past. 

And I can almost touch its sails ' 

That languish idly round the mast. 

The sun has now profusely given 
The flashes of a noontide heaven. 

And, as the wave reflects his beams. 

Another Heaven its. surface seems ! 

Blue light and clouds of silvery tears 

So pictured o’er the waters lie, • • 

That every languid bark appears 

To float along a burning sky ! 

* 

* The water is so dear aroiiad the island, that the rocks 
are seen beneath to a very great depth, and as we entered 
the harhoiif, tlwy appeared to us so near the surface, that 
it seemed impossible we should not strike on them. There 
is no necessity, of course, for heaving the lead, and the negro 
pilot, looking down at the rocks from the bow of the ship, 
takes her through this diflicult navigation, with a skill and 
confidence which seem to astonish some of the oldest sailors. 
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Oh ! for the boat the angel gave'*' 

To him, who in his heaven-ward flight. 

Sail’d, o’er the Sun’s ethereal wave. 

To planet-isles of odorous light ! 

Sweet Venus, wliat a clime he found 
Within thy orb’s ambrosial round ! f 
There spring the breezes, rich and warm. 

That pant around thy twilight car ; 

There angels dwell, so pure of form. 

That each appears a living star ! § 

* In Kikcher’s “ Extatic Journey to Ueawen," Cosmiel, 
the genius of the -world, gives Theodidactus a boat of as- 
bestos, with which he embarks into the regions of the snn. 
“ Vides (says Cosmiel) banc asbestinam naviculam commo- 
ditati tnx prasparatam.” /tinernr. i. dial. i. cap. 5. There 
are some very strange fancies in this work of Kircher. 

■f genius of the world and his fellow-traveller 

arrive at the planet Venns, they find an island of loveliness, 
fnll of odours and intelligences, where angels preside, who 
shed the cosmetic influence of this planet over the earth ; 
snch being, according to astrologers, the via influxiva” of 
Venus. When they arc in this part of the heavens, a ca- 
suistical question occurs to Theodidactus, and he asks 
“ Whether baptism may be performed with the waters of Ve- 
nus?”— “ An acquis globi Veneris baptismus insdtui possit?” 
to which the genius answers, “ Certainly.” 

J This idea is Father Kircber’s. “ Tot animatos soles 
dixisses.” Itinerar. i. dial. i. cap. 5. 
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These are the sprites, oh radiant queen ! 

Thou send’st so often to.the bed 
Of her I love, with spell unseen. 

Thy planet’s brightning balm to shed ; 

To make the eye’s enchantment clearer, 

To give the cheek-one rose-bud more, ^ 

And bid that flushing lip be dearer, 

Wliich had been, oh ! too dear before ! 

But, whither means the Muse to roam ? 

'Tis time to call the wanderer home. 

Who could have ever thought to search her 
Up in the clouds with Father Kircher ? 

So, health and love to all your mansion I 
Long may the bowl that pleasures bloom in, 
The flow of heart, the soul’s expansion. 

Mirth, and song, your board illumine ! 

Fare you well — remember too. 

When cups are flowing to the brim, 

■ That here is one who drinks to you. 

And, oh ! — as warmly drink to him. 


VOL. 11. 4 
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THE RING. . 

TO • , l8oi . 

No — lady ! lady ! keep the ring ; 

Oh ! think how many a future year, 

Of placid smile and downy wing, 

May sleep within its holy sphere ! 

Do not disturb their tranquil dream. 

Though love hath ne’er the mystery warm’d, 
Yet Heaven will shed a soothing beam, 

To bless the bond itself hath form’d. 

Rut then, that eye, that burning eye ! 

Oh !‘it doth ask, with magic power. 

If Heaven can ever bless the tie 

Where Love inwreathes no genial flower ! 

Away, away, bewildering look ! 

Or all the boast of Virtue’s o’er ; 

Go — hie thee to the sage’s book. 

And learn from him to feel no more ! 

I cannot warn thee ! every touch. 

That brings my pulses close to thine, 

Tells me I want thy aid as much, 

Oh ! quite as mucli, as thou dost mine ! 
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Yet stay, dear love — one effort yet — 

A moment turn those eyes away, 

"And let me, if I can, forget 

The light that leads my soul astray ! 

Thou say’st that we were born to meet, 
That our hearts bear one common seal, — 
Oh, lady ! tliink, how man’s deceit 
Can seem to sigh and feign to feel ! 

When o’er thy face some gleam of thought, 
Like day-beams tlirough the morning air, 
Hath gradual stole, and I have caught 

The feeling ere it kindled there : 

• 

The sympathy I then betray’d, 

I 

Perhaps was but the child of art ; 

The guile of one who long hath play’d 
With all these wily nets of heart. 

Oh ! thou hast not my virgin vow ! 

■ Though few the years I yet have told, 

• Const thou believe I lived till now. 

With loveless heart or senses cold ? 

No — many a throb of bliss and pain, 

For many a maid, my soul hath proved ; 
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With some I wanton’d wild and vain, 

While some I truly, dearly loved ! 

T*he cheek to thine I fondly lay. 

To theirs hath been as fondly laid ; 

The words to thee I warmly say. 

To them have been as warmly said. 

• 

Then, scorn at once a languid heart, 

Which long hath lost Its early spring ; 
Think of the pure, bright soul tliou art. 

And — keep the ring, oh ! keep the ring. 

Enough — now, turn thine eyes again ; 

What, still that look, and kill that sigh ! 
Dost thou not feel my counsel then ? 

Oh ! no, beloved ! — nor do I. 

While thus to mine thy bosom lies. 

While thus our breaths commingling glow, 
’Twere more than woman, to be wise, 

^ • 'Twere more than man, to wish thee so ! 

I' 

Did we not love so true, so dear. 

This lapse could never be forgiven ; 

But hearts so fond and lips so neaiw 
Give me the ring, and now — Oh heaven ! 
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J i . 

TO , 

ON SEEING HER WITH A WHITE VEIL AND A RICH 
GIRDLE. 

MAPFAPITAI AHAOTXI AAKPTQN POON. 

Ap. Tficephor. in Oneirocriticn. 

Put off the vestal veil, nor, oh ! 

Let weeping angels view it ; 

Your cheeks belie its virgin snow, 

And blush repenting through it. 

Put off the fatal zone you wear ; 

The lucid pearls around it 
Are tears that fell from Virtue there 
The hour that Love unbound it. 
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THE RESEMBLANCE. 


— VO cercand’ io 

Donna, qpianl’ e possibile, in allnii 
La desiata vostra forma vera. 

Petrabc. Sonett. i4> 


Yes, if *twere any common love 
That led my pliant heart astray, 

I grant, tliere’s not a po.wer above 
Could wipe the faithless crime away ! 

But, ’twas my doom to err with one 
In every look so like to thee. 

That, oh I beneath the blessed su n. 

So fair there are but thou and she ! 

Whate’er may be her angel birth. 

She was thy lovely perfect twin. 

And wore the only shape on earth 
That could have charm’d my soul to sin ! 

Your eyes !— the eyes of languid doves 
Were never half so like each other ! 

The glances of the baby loves 

Resemble less their warm-eyed mother I 
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Her lip ! — oli, call me not false-hearted, 
When such a lip I fondly press’d ; 

’Twas Love some melting cherry parted, 
Gave thee one half and her the rest ! 

And when, with all thy murmuring tone, 
They sued, half-open, to be kiss’d, 

I could as soon resist thine own. 

And them, Heaven knows ! I ne’er resist. 

Then, scorn me not, though false I be, 
’Twas love that waked the dear excess ; 

My heart had been more true to thee. 

Had mine eye prized thy beauty less ! 


TO . 

When I loved you, I can’t but allow 
T had many an exquisite minute ; 

But the scorn that I feel for you now 
Hath even more lilxury in it ! 

Thus, whether we’re on or we’re oflF, 
Some witchery seems to await you ; 
To love you is pleasant enough. 

And, oh ! 'tis delicious to hate you ! 
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FROM THE GREEK OF MELEAGER .♦ 

Fill high the cup with liquid flame, 

And speak my Heliodora’s name ! 

Repeat its magic o’er and o’er. 

And let tlje sound' my lips adore. 

Sweeten the breeze, and mingling swim 

On every bowl’s voluptuous brim ! 

< 

Give me the wreath tha^t withers there. 

It was but last delicious night 
It hung upon her wavy hair, 

And caught her eyes’ reflected light ! 

Oh ! haste, and twine it round my brow ; 

It breathes of Heliodora now ! 


The loving rose-bud drops a tear, 

To see the nymph no longer here, 

No longer, where she used to lie, 

Close to my heart’s devoted sigh ! 

• 

£<vi, ovy <yXv»v fuay tfOfut. 

K«< [xot r«» xut 

MfeifcoTVfai xtiftcf, etft<piTiBu n<P*iiof’ 

A«k^vu </'» gniut Ktifut 

AAA«0< Kit xa^arats tl/uirt^aif tnp*. 

Brdkcr. Analect, tom. i. p. a8. 
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LINES, 

WRITTEN IN A STORM At SEA. 

That sky of clouds is not the sky 
To light a lover to the pillow 
Of her he loves — 

The swell of yonder foaming billow 
Resembles not the happy sigh 
That rapture moves. 

Yet do I feel more tranquil now 
Amid the gloomy wilds of ocean, 

In this dark hour, 

Than when, in transport’s young emotion, 
I’ve stolen, beneath the evening star. 

To Julia’s bower. 

Oh ! there’s a holy calm profound 
In awe like this, that ne’er was given 
To rapture’s thrill ; 

’Tis as a solemn voice from Heaven, 

And the soul, listening to the sound, 

Lies mute and still ! 


4 - 
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’Tis true, it talks of danger nigh, 

Of slumbering with the dead to-morrow 
In the cold deep, 

Where pleasure’s throb or tears of sorrow 
No more shall wake the heart or eye, 

But all must sleep ! 

Well! — there are some, thou stormy bed, 

To whom thy sleep would be a treasure ; 

Oh ! most to him, 

Whose lip hath drain’d life’s cup of pleasure, 
Nor left one honey drop to shed 
Round misery’s brim. 

Yes — he can smile serene at death : 

Kind Heaven I do thou but chase the weeping 
Of friends who love him ; 

Tell them that he lies calmly sleeping. 

Where sorrow’s sting or envy’s breath 
No more shall move him. 
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ODES TO NE/V ; 

WHITTEN AT BERMUDA. 


NEA TTPANNEI. 

Eoaipid. Media, v. g6^ 

Nay, tempt me not to love again, 

There was a time when love was sweet ; 

Dear Nea ! had I known thee then. 

Our sonis had not been slow to meet ^ 
But, oh I this weary heart hath run^^^f’^^ 

So many a time, the rounds of pain,"^^' 

Not even for thee^ thou lovely, one ! i** 

Would I endure such pangs again. 

If there be climes where never yet 
The print of Beauty’s foot was set, 

Where man may pass his loveless nights 
Un fever’d by her false delights — 

Thither my wounded soul would fly. 

Where rosy cheek or,.radiant eye 
Should bring no more their bliss, their pain, 

Ot fetter me to earth again! . 


♦ 
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Dear absent girl ! whose eyes of light, 
Though little prized when all my own, 
Now float before me, soft and bright 
As when they first enamouring shone ! 
How many hours of idle waste, 

Within those witching arms embraced, 
Unmindful of the fleeting day, 

Have I dissolved life’s dream away ! 

0 bloom of time profusely shed ! 

O moments ! simply, vainly fled, 

Yet sweetly too — for love perfumed 
The flame which thus my life consumed ; 
And brilliant was the chain of flowers 
In which he led my victim-hours ! 

Say, Nea dear ! couldst thou, like her, 

W hen warm to feel and quick to err. 

Of loving fond, of roving fonder, 

My thoughtless soul might wisli to winder 
Couldst thou, like her, the wish reclaim, 
’Endearing still, reproaching never. 

Till all my heart should burn with shame, 
And be thy own more fix'd than ever ? 
No, no — on earth there’s only one 
Could bind such faithless folly fast : 
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And sure on earth ’tis I alone 
Could hiake such virtue false at last ! 

Nea! the heart which she forsook, 

For thee were but a worthless shrine — 
Go, lovely girl, that angel look 

Must tlirill a soul more pure than mihe. 
Oh ! thou shalt be all else to me, 

That heart can feel or tongue can feign ; 
I’ll praise, admire, and worship thee, 

But must not, dare not, love again. 


TALE ITEa OMNE CAVE. 

PaoPERT. lib. IT. ejeg. 8. 

I PRAY you, let US roam no more 
Along that wild and lonely shore, 

Where late we thoughtless stra'y’d ; 

’'fwas not for us, whom Heaven intends' 
To be no more than simple friends, 

Such lonely walks were made. 

Tliat little bsty where, winding in 
From Ocean’s rude and angry din 
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(As lovers steal to bliss). 

The billows kiss the shore, and'then 
Flow calmly to the deep again, 

As though they did not kiss ! 

Remember, o’er its circling flood 
In what a dangerous dream we stood — 
The silent sea before us, 

Around us, all the gloom of grove. 

That e’er was spread for guilt or love, 

N o eye but Nature’s o’er us ! 

I saw you blush, you felt me tremble, 

In vain would formal art dissemble 
All that we wish’d and thought ; 

’Twas more than tongue could dare reveal, 
’Twas more than virtue ought to feel, 

But all that passion ought ! 

• 

I stoop’d to cull, with faltering hand, 

A shell that, on the golden sand, 

Before us faintly gleam’d ; 

I raised it to your lips of dew. 

You kiss’d the sheA, I kiss’d it too — ‘ 

Good Heaven ! how sweet it seem’d ! 
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Oh ! trust me, 'twas a place, an hour. 
The worst that e’er temptation’s power 
Could tangle me or you in ! 

Sweet Nea ! let us roam no more 
Along that wild and lonely shore, 

Such walks will be our ruin ! 


You read it in my lanjguid eyes. 

And there alone should love be read ; 

You hear me say it all in sighs. 

And thus alone should love be said. 

Then dread no more ; 1 will not speak ; 
Although my heart to anguish thrill. 

I’ll spare the burning of your cheek, 

And look it all in silence still ! 

Heard you the wish I dared to name, 

To murmur on that luckless night, 

When passion broke the bonds of shame, 
And love grew madness in your sight ? 

Divinely through the graceful dance, • 
You seem’d to float in silent song. 
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Bending to eartli that beamy glance, 

As if to light your steps along I 

Oh ! how could others dare to touch 
That hallow’d form with hand so free, 
When but to look was bliss too much. 

Too rare for all but Heaven and me ! 

• 

With smiling eyes, that little thought 
How fatal were the beams they threw, 

My trembling hands you lightly caught, 

And round me, like a spirit, flew. 

Heedless of all, I wildly turn’d, 

My soul forgot — nor, oh ! condemn, 

That when such eyes before me burn’d, 

My soul forgot all eyes but them ! 

I dared to speak in sobs of bliss. 

Rapture of every thought bereft me, 

I would have clasp’d yon — oh, even this ! — 
But, with a bound, you blushing left me. 

Forget, forget that night’s offence, 

Forgive it, if, alas ! you can ; 

’Twas love, ’twas pas^on-o-soul and sense— 
’Twas all the be^ and worst of man ! 
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Tliat moment, did the mingled eyes 
Of Heaven and earth my madness view, 

I should have seen, through earth and skies. 
But you alone, but only you ! 

Did not a frown from you reprove, 

Myriads of eyes to me were none ; 

I should have — oh, my only love ! 

My life ! what should I not have done ? 


A DRE.AM OF ANTIQUITY. 

I JUST had turn’d the classic page, 

And traced that happy period over. 
When love could warm the proudest sage. 
And wisdom grace the tenderest lover ! 
Before I laid me down to sleep. 

Upon the bank awhile I stood. 

And saw the vestal planet weep * 

Her tears of light on Ariel’s flood. 

My heart was full of Fancy’s dream, 

.\nd, as I watch’d the playful stream. 
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Entangling in its net of smiles 
So fair a group of elfin iSles, 

I felt as if the scenery there 

Were lighted by a Grecian sky — 

As if I breathed the blissful air 
That yet was warm with Sappho’s sigh ! 


And now the downy hand of rest 
Her signet on my eyes imprest, 

And still the bright and balmy spell. 

Like star-dew, o’er my fancy fell ! 

I thought that, all enrapt, I stray’d 
Through that serene luxurious shade, * 

Where Epicurus taught the Loves 
To polish Virtue’s native brightness. 

Just as the beak of playful dpves 

Can give to pearls a smoother whiteness ! f 

* Gassendi thinks that the gardens which Paiisanias men- 
tions, in his first Book, were those of Epicurus; and Stdaht 
says, in his Antiquities of Athens, “Near this convent (the 
convent of Hagios Atomatos) is the place called at present 
Kepoi, or the Gardens : and Ampclos Kepos, or the Vineyard 
Garden; these were probably the gardens which Pausanias 
visited.” Chap. ii. vol. i. 

*(■ This method of polishing pearls, by leaving them awhile 
to be played with by doves, is mentioned by the fanciful- 
Cabdands, de Rerum y arietat. lib. vii. cap. 
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’Twas one of those delicious nights 
So common in the climes of Greece, 
When day withdraws but half its lights, 
And all is moonshine, balm, and peace ! 
And thou wert there, my own beloved ! 
And dearly by thy side I rOved 
Through many a temple’s reverend gloom, 
And many a bower’s seductive bloom, 
Where beauty blush’d and wisdom taught. 
Where lovers sigh’d and sages thought. 
Where hearts might feel or heads discern. 
And all was form’d to soothe or move, 

To make the dullest love to learn, 

To make the coldest learn to love ! 

And now the fairy pathway seem’d 
To lead us through enchanted ground, 
Where all that bard has ever dream’d 
Of love or luxury bloom’d around ! 

Oh ! ’twas a bright, bewildering scene — 
Along the alley’s deepening green, 

Soft lamps, that hung like burning flowers. 
And scented and illumed the bowers. 
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Seem’d, as to him, who darkling roves 
Amid the lone Hercynian groves. 

Appear the countless birds of light, 

That sparkle in the leaves at night. 

And from their wings diffuse a ray 
Along the- traveller’s weary way I * 

’Twas light of that mysterious kind. 

Through which the soul is doom’d to roam 
When it has left this Avorld behind. 

And gone to seek its heavenly home ! 

And, Nea, thou didst look and move, 

Like any blooming soul of bliss, 

That Avanders to its home above 

Through mild and shadowy liglit like this !. 




but now, methought, we stole along 
Through halls of more voluptuous glory 
Than ever lived in Teian song, 


Or wanton’d in Milesian story ! t • 


* In Hercynio German!* saltii innsitata genera alitum 
accepimns, quarum plum*, iguium modo, colluceant noc- 
tibus. Plin. lib. x. cap. 47- 

-taThc Milesiacs, or Milesian fables, had their origin in 
Miletus, a luxurious town of Ionia. Aristides was the most 
celebrated author of these licentious fictions. See Plotarch 
(in Crasso), who calls them 
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And nymphs were there, whose very eyes 
Seem’d almost to exhale in sighs ; 

Whose every little ringlet thrill’d, 

. As if with soul and passion fill’d ! 

Some flew, with amber cups, around, 

.Shedding the flowery wines of Crete, * 

And, as they pass’d with youthful bound, 

The onyx shone beneath their feet ! f 
While others, waving arms of snow 

Entwined by snakes of burnish’d gold, § 

And showing limbs, as loth to show, 

Tljrough many a thin Tarentian fold, ** 

* “ Some of the Cretan wines, wliick Athenxus calls c$>*f 
from their fragrancy resembling that of the finest 
flowers.” — Barry on Urines, chap. Tij. 

-t It appears that, in Ycry splendid mansions, the floor or 
pavement was frequently of onyx. Thus Martial ; “ Calca- 
tusque tuo sub pede lucct onyx.""— Epig. 5o. lib. xii. 

§ Bracelets of this shape were a favourite ornament among 
the women of antiquity. ‘Oi k»i ut 

m wt^i K*t km Am^os 

PaiLOSTRAT. episc. xl. Lucian too tells of the 
J'^KKttTts. See his yimores, where he describes the dress- 
ing-room of a Grecian lady, and we find the “ silver vase,” 
the rouge, the tooth-powder, and all the “ mystic order” of 
a modem toilet. 

**' ilMpKtir tv^bfuty mt* 

Tt)t TKfMTtttn km — Pollux. 
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Glided along the festal ring 
With vases, all respiring spring, 

Where roses lay, in languor breathing, 

And the young bee-grape, * round them wreathing, 
Hung on their blushes warm and meek. 

Like curls upon a rosy cheek I 

Oh, Nea ! why did morning break 
The spell that so divinely bound me ? 

Why did I wake ? how could I wake. 

With thee ipy own and Heaven around me I 


Well — peace to thy heart, though another’s it be. 
And health to thy cheek , though it bloom not for me ! 
To-morrow, I sail for those cinnamon groves. 
Where nightly the ghost of the Carribee roves. 
And, far from thine eye, oh ! perhaps, I may yet 
Its seduction forgive and its splendour forget ! 
Farewell to Bermuda, and long may the bloom 
Of the lemon and myrtle its valleys perfume ; 

* Apiana, mentioned by Flint, lib. xiv. and “ now called 
the Mutcatcll (a muscarum telis),” says Pancikollus, book i. 
sect. I. chap. 17. 

-t The inhabitants pronounce the name as if it were written 
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May spring to eternity hallow^ the shade, 

Where Ariel has warbled and Waller has stray’d 1 
And thou — when, at dawn, thou shalt happen to 
roam 

Through the lime-cover’d alley that leads to thy 
home. 

Where oft, when the dance and the revel were 
done. 

And the stars were beginning to fade in the sun, 

I have led thee along, and have told by the way 
What my heart all the night had been burning to 
say — 

Bermooda. See the commentalors on the words “ still-vej’d 
Bermoothes,” in the Tempest. — I wonilcr it did not occur 
to some of those all-reading gentlemen that, possibly, the 
discoverer of thns “ island of hogs and devils” might have 
been no less a personage than the great John Bermudez, who 
about the same period (the beginning of the sixteenth cen- 
tury), was sent Patriarch of the Latin Church to Ethiopia, 
and has left us most wonderful stories of the Amazons and 
the Griffins which he encountered. — Travels of the Jesuits, 
vol. I. • I am afraid, however, it would take the Patriarch’ 
rather too much out of his way. 

* JoHHSOii does not think that Waller was ever at Ber- 
muda ; but the Account of the European Settlements in 
America affirms it confidently. (Vol. ii.) 1 mention this 
work, however, less for its authority, than for the pleasure I 
feel in quoting an unacknowledged production of the grea t 
Edmund Burke. 
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Oh ! think of the past — give a sigh to those times, 
And a blessing for me to that alley of limes 1 


If I were yonder wave, my deaf, 

Apd thou the isle it clasps around, 

I would not let a foot coine near 
My land of bliss, my fairy ground ! 

If I were yonder couch of gold, 

And thou the ])earl within it placed, 

I would not let an . eye behold 

The sacred gem my arms embraced ! 

If I were yonder orange-tree, 

And thou the blossom blooming there, 

I would not yield a breath of thee, 

To scent the most imploring air ! 

Oh ! bend not o’er the water’s brink. 
Give not the wave that rosy sigh, 

. Nor let its burning mirror drink 
Tlie soft reflection of thine eye. 

That glossy hair, that glowing cheek. 
Upon the billows pour their beam 
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So warmly, that my soul could seek 
Its Nea in the painted stream. 

The painted stream my chilly grave 
And nuptial bed at once may be, 

I’ll wed thee in that mimic wave. 

And die upon the shade of thee ! 

Behold the leafy mangrove, bending 
O’er the waters blue and bright, 

Like Nea’s silky lashes, lending 
Shadow to her eyes of light ! 

Oh, my beloved ! where’er I turn. 

Some trace of thee enchants mine eyes. 

In every star thy glances burn. 

Thy blush on every flow’ret lies. 

But then thy breath ! — not all the fire 
That lights the lone Semenda’s death 
In eastern climes, could e’er respire 
An odour like thy dulcet breath ! 

* Referunt tamen qiiidam in interiore India avem esse, 
nomine Semendam, etc. Cardan, io de Subtilitat, C;ESAn 
ScALiGER seems to tbink Seincnda but another name for the 
Plioenix. Exercitat. »33. 

VOL. It. 5 
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1 pray thee, on those lips of tliine 
To wear this rosy leaf for me. 

And breathe of something not divine. 

Since nothing human breathes of thee ! 

All other charms of thine I meet 

In nature, but thy sigh alone ; 

Then take, oh ! take, though not so sweet, 

$ 

The breatli of roses for thine own ! 

So, while I walk the flowery grove. 

The bud that gives, through morning dew, 
The lustre of the lips I love. 

May seem to give their perfume too ! 


ON SEEING 

AN INFANT IN NEA*S ARMS. 

The first ambrosial child of bliss 
That Psyche to her bosom press’d. 
Was not a brighter babe than this. 

Nor blush’d upon a loveUer breast ! 
His little snow-white fingers, straying 
Along her lip’s luxuriant flower, 
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Look’d like a flight of ring*<loves playing. 
Silvery through a roseate bower ! 

.kud wheu, to shade the playful boy, 

Her dark hair fell, in mazes bright, 

Oh ! 'twas a type of stolen joy, 

’Twas love beneath the veil of night ! 
Soft as she smiled, he smiled again ; 

They seem’d so kindred in their charms, 
That one might think the babe had then 
Just budded in her blooming arms ! 


THE SNOW-SPIRIT. 


TO POTES 1NSOLITA8, CTItTHIA, FEABE BIVES? 

Pbofert. lib. 1 . cleg. 8. 

No, ne’er did the wave in its element steep 
An island of lovelier charms ; 

It blooms in the giant embrace of tlte deep, 
bike Hebe in Hercules’ arms ! 

The tint of your bowers is balm to the eye, 
Their melody balm to the ear ; 

But the ^ry planet of day is too nigh. 

And the Snow-Spirit never comes here ! 
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The down from his wing is as white as the pearl 
Thy lips for their cabinet stole, 

And it falls on the green earth as melting, my girl, 
As a murmur of thine on the soul ! 

Oh ! fly to the clime, where he pillows the death, 
As he cradles the birth of the year ; 

Bright are your bowers and balmy their breath, 
But the Snow-Spirit cannot come here 1 

How sweet to behold him when, borne on the gale. 
And brightening the bosom of morn, 

He flings, like the priest of Diana, a veil 
O’er the brow of each virginal thorn ! 

Yet think not the veil he so chillingly casts 
Is the veil of a vestal severe ; 

No, no — thou wilt see what a moment it lasts. 
Should the Snow-Spirit ever come here ! 

But fly to his region — lay open thy zone, 

And he’ll weep all his brilliancy dim, • 

» 

To think that a bosom, as white as his own, 
Should not melt in the day-beam like him ! 

Oh ! lovely the print of those delicate feet 
O’er his luminous path will appear — 
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Fly ! my beloved ! this island is sweet, 
But the Snow-Spirit cannot come here ! 


iftti, xmi «, ri fit* tftftu 

tt)m VK « ^ ^f»f yt *f*u 

Philostrat. Icon. 17. lib. a. 


I STOLE along the flowery bank, 

While many a bending sea-grape* drank 
The sprinkle of the feathery oar 
That wing’d me round this fairy shore ! - 

’Twas noon ; and every orange bud 
Hung languid o’er the crystal flood, 

Faint as the lids of maiden eyes 
Beneath a lover’s burning sighs ! 

Oh for a Naiad’s sparry bower. 

To shade me in that glowing hour ! 

A little dove, of milky hue, 

Before me from a plantain flew. 

And, light along the water’s brim, 

I steer’d my gentle bark by him ; 



* The sea-side or mangrove grape, a native of the West 
Indies. 
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For Fancy told me, Love liad sent 
This snowy bird of blandisliinent, 

To lead me, where my soul should meet— 

I know not what, but something sweet I 

Bless’d be the little pilot dove ! 

He had indeed been sent by Love, 

To guide me to a scene so dear 
As Fate allows but seldom here : 

One of those rare and biilliant hours, 

Which, like the aloe’s* lingering flowers, 

May blossom to the eye of man 
But once in all his weary span I 

Just where the margin’s opening shade 
A vista from the waters made, 

My bird reposed his silver plume 
Upon a rich banana’s bloom. 

Oh, vision bright ! oh, spirit fair ! 

What spell, what magic raised her there ? 

’Twas Nea ! slumbering calm and mild, 

And bloomy as the dimpled child 

* The Agave. 1 know that this is an erroneous idea, bnt 
it is quite true enough for poetry. Plato, I think, allows 
a poet to be three removes from truth Tf/rartf. rt/s 
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Whose spirit in Elysium keeps 
Its playful sabbath while he sleeps ! 

The broad banana’s green embrace 
Hung shadowy round each tranquil grace 
One little beam alone could win 
The leaves to let it wander in, 

And, stealing over all her charms, 

From lip to cheek, from neck to arms. 

It glanced around a fiery kiss. 

All trembling, as it went, with bliss ! 

Her eyebd’s black and silken fringe 
Lay on her cheek, of vermil tinge, 

Like the first ebon cloud that closes 
Dark on Evening’s Heaven of roses ! 

Her glances, though in slumber hid , 
Seem’d glowing through their ivory lid, 
And o’er her lip’s reflecting dew 
A soft and liquid lustre threw. 

Such a^, declining dim and faint. 

The lamp of some beloved saint 
Doth shed upon a flowery wreath, 

Which pious hands have hung beneath ! 



I 
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Was ever witchery half so sweet ! 
Think, think, how all my pulses beat. 
As o’er the rustling bank I stole — 

Oh ! you that know the lover’s soul, 
It is for you to dream the bliss. 

The tremblings of an hour like this ! 


ON THE LOSS OF A LETTER INTENDED 
FOR NEA. 

Oh I it was fill’d with words of flame. 

With all the wishes wild and dear. 

Which love may write, but dares not name, 
Which woman reads, but must not hear ! 

Of many a nightly dream it told. 

When all that chills the heart by day, 

The worldly doubt, the caution cold, 

In Fancy’s fire dissolve aAvay ! 

When soul and soul divinely meet. 

Free from the senses' guilty shame. 

And mingle in a sigh so sweet, 

As Virtue’s self would blush to blame ! 
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How oould he lose such tender words ? 

Words ! that of themselves should spring 
To Nea’s ear, like panting birds, 

With heart and soul upon their wing ! 

Oh ! fancy what they dared to speak ; 

Think all a virgin’s shame can dread, 

Nor pause until thy conscious cheek ^ 

Shall burn with thinking all they saidj 

And I shall feign, shall fancy, too, 

Some dear reply thou might’st have given ; 
Shall make that lip distil its dew 

In promise bland and hopes of Heaven ! 

Shall think it tells of future days. 

When the averted cheek will turn. 

When eye with eye shall mingle rays. 

And lip to lip shall closely burn I — --J.. 

Ah I if this flattery is npt thine. 

If colder hope thy answer brings, 
ni wish thy words were lost like mine, ' 

Since I can dream such dearer things ! 

5 . 
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I FOtND her not — the chamber seem'd 
Like some divinely haunted place, 

Where fairy fornas had lately beam’d, 

And left behind their odorous trace ! 

• It felt as if her lips had shed 
A sigh ardund her, ere she fled. 

Which hung, as on a melting lute, 

When all the silver chords are mute, 

There lingers still a trembling breath 
After the note’s luxurious death, 

A shade of song, a spirit air 
Of melodies which had been there ! 

I saw the web, which, all the day. 

Had floated o’er her cheek of rose ; 

1 saw the couch, where late she lay • 

In languor of divine repose ' 

And I could trace the hallow'd print 
Her limbs had left, as pure and warm 
As if 'twere done in rapture’s mint. 

And Love himself had stamp’d the form ! 


A.\b UTMEH POEHii. 


OL, NeaI Nea! where wert thou? 

In pity fly not thus from^me ; 
Thou art my life, my essence now, 
And iny soul dies of wanting thee ! 


A KISS A L’ ANTIQUE. 

Behold, my love, the curious gem 
Within this simple ring of gold ; 

’Tis hallow’d by the touch of them 
Who lived in classic hours of old. 

Some fair Athenian girl, perhaps, 

Upon her hand this gem display’d. 

Nor thought that time’s eternal lapse 
Should see it grace a lovelier maid ! 

Look, darling, what a sweet design ! 

The more we gaze, it charms the more 

Come, — closer bring that cheek to mine. 
And trace with me its beauties o’er. 

Thou seest, it is a simple youth 

By some enamour’d nymph embraced — 




4 

lo8 EPISTLES, ODES, 

Look, Nea, love ! and say, in sooth, 

Is not her hand most dearly placed ? 

Upon his curled head behind 
It seems in careless play to lie, 

Yet presses gently, half inclined 
To bring his lip of nectar nigh ! 

Oh happy maid ! too happy boy ! 

The one so fond and faintly loath. 

The other yielding slow to joy— 

Oh, rare indeed, but blissful both I ^ 

Imagine, love, that I am he. 

And just as warm as he is chilling ; 

Imagine too that thou art she, 

But quite as cold as she is willing : 

So may we try the graceful way 

In which their gentle arms are twined, 

And thus, like her, my hand I lay 

• Upon thy wreathed hair behind : 


* Somewhat like the sjmplegma of Cupid and Psyche at 
Florence, in which the position of Pyschc’s hand is finely 
expressive of affection. See the MuseWm Florentinum, tom. ii. 
tab. 43- 44" I know of very few subjects in which poetry 
could be more interestingly employed, than in illustrating 
some of the ancient statues and gems. 
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And thus I feel thee breathing sweet, 

. As slow to mine thy head I move ; 

And thus our lips together meet, 

And — thus I kiss thee — oh , my love ! 

on aoroMu/tffOf toffutoti. 

AaiSTOT. Rhetor, lib. iii. cap. 4- 

There’s ndt a look, a word of thine 
My soul hath e’er forgot ; 

Thou ne'er hast bid a ringlet shine , 

Nor given thy locks one graceful twine. 

Which I remember not ! 

There never yet a murmur fell 
From that beguiling tongue. 

Which did not, with a lingering spell. 

Upon my charmed senses dwell. 

Like something Heaven had sung ! 

Ah ! that I could, at once, forget 
All, all that haunts me so — 

And yet, thou witching girl ! — and yet. 

To die were sweeter, than to let 
The loved remembrance go ! 
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No, if this slighted heart must see 
Its faithful pulse decay. 

Oh ! let it die, remembering thee, 
And, like the burnt aroma, be 
Consumed in sweets away ! 



EPISTLE V. 

TO 


JOSEPH ATKINSON, ESQ. 
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TO JOSEPH ATKINSON, ESQ. 


FROM BERMUDA.* 


March. 


“ The daylight is gone — but, before we depart, 

“ One cup shall go round to the friend of my heart, 


* PmERTOii has said that a good history and description 
of the Bermudas might afford a pleasing addition to the geo- 
graphical library j ” but there certainly are not materials for 
such a work. The island, since the time of its discovery, 
has experienced so very few vicissitudes, the people have 
been so indolent, and their trade so limited, that there is 
but little which the historian could amplify into importance^ 
and, with respect to the natural productions of the country, 
the few which the inhabitants can^|}e induced to cultivate are 
so common in the West Indies, that they have been described 
by every natnralist vyho has weitteu any account of those , 
islands. > 

It is often asserted by the trans-atlantic politicians, that 
this little colony deserves more attention from the mother- 
country than it receives, and it certainly possesses advantages 
of situation, to which we should not be long insensible if it 
were once in the hands of an enemy. 1 was told by a cele- 
brated friend of Washington, at New York, that they had 
formed a plan for its capture, towards the conclusion of the 
American War; “with the intention (as he expressed him- 
self) of making it a nest of hornets for the annoyance of 
British trade in that part of the world.” And there is no 
doubt, it lie^ so fairly in the track to the West Indies, that 
an enemy might with case convert it into a very harassing 
impcdimeiit. 

The plan of Bishop Berkeley for a college at Bermuda, 
where American savages might be converted and educated, 
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“ To the kindest, the dearest— oh ! judge by the 
tear. 

That I shed while I name him, how kind and 
how dear !” 

’Twas thus, by the shade of a calabash-tree, 

With a few who could feel and remember like me, 

though concurred in by the government of the dtiy, was a 
wild and useless speculation. Mr. Hamilton, who was go- 
vernor of the island some years since, proposed, if 1 mistake 
not, the establishment of a marine academy for the instruc- 
tion of those children of West-Indians, who might be in- 
tended for any nautical cmploymeut. This was a more ra- 
tional idea, and for something of this nature the island is 
admirably calculated. But the plan should be much more 
extensive, and embrace a general system of education, which 
would entirely remove the alternative in which the colonists 
are involved at present, of cither sending their sons to Eng- 
land for instruction, or entrusting them to colleges in the 
States of America, where ideas by no means favourable to 
Great Britain are very sedulously inculcated. 

The women of Bermuda, though not generally handsome, 
have an affectionate languor in their look and manner, which 
is always interesting. What the French imply by their epi- 
thet aimante seems very much the character of the young 
Bermudian girls — that predisposition to loving, which, with- 
out being awakened by any particular object, diffuses itself 
through the general manner in a tone of tenderness that 
never fails to fascinate. The men of the island, 1 confess, 
are not very civilized; and the old phildSophcr, who ima- 
gined that, after this life, men would be changed into mules 
and women into turtle-doves, would find the metamorphosis 
in some degree anticipated at Bermuda. 
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The charm, that to sweeten my goblet I threw, 
Was a tear to the past and a blessing on you I 

Oh ! say, do you thus, in the luminous hour 
Of wine and of wit, when the heart is in flower 
And shoots from the lip, under Bacchus’s dew. 

In blossoms of thought ever springing and new ! 
Do you sometimes remember, and hallow the brim 
Of your cup with a sigh, as you crown it to him, 
Who is lonely and sad in these .valleys so fair. 
And would pine in Elysium, if friends were not 
there ? 

Last night, when we came from the calabash>tree, 
When my limbs were at rest and my spirit was free, 
The glow of the grape and the dreams of the day 
Put the magical springs of my fancy in play, 

And oh ! — such a vision as haunted me then 
I could slumber for ages to witness again ! 

The many I like, and the few I adore, 

The friends, who were dear and beloved before, 
But never till now so beloved and dear, 

At the call of my fancy surrounded me here ! 
Soon, soon did the flattering spell of their smile 
To a paradise brighten the blest little isle ; 
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Serener the wave, as they look’d on it, flow’d. 

And warmer the rose, as they gather’d it, glow’d ! 
Not the valleys Heraean (though water’d by rilb 
Of the pearliest flow, from those pastoral hills,'*' 
Where the song of the shepherd, primaeval and 
wild. 

Was taught to the nymphs by tlieir mystical child) 
Could display such a bloom of delight, as was given 
By the magic of love to this miniature Heaven ! 


Oh, magic of love ! unembellish’d by you. 

Has the garden a blush or the herbage a hue ? 

Or blooms there a prospect in nature or art, 

Like the vista that shines through the eye to the 
heart ? 

Alas ! that a vision so happy should fade ! 

That, when morning around me in brilliancy 
play’d, . 

The rose and the stream I had thought of at night 
Should still be before me, unfadingly bright ; 

* Mouotains of Sicily, upon which Daphnis, the first in- 
- Tcntor of bucolic poetr)", was nursed by the nymphs. Sec 
the lively description of these mountains in Dionoaus Siculus, 
lib. iv. ymf rifr StxtAistf irn> * 

xscAAii K. r. A. 
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While the friends, who had seem’d to hang over 
the stream, 

And to gather the roses, had fled with my dream ! 

But see, through the harbour, in floating array. 
The bark that must carry these pages away** 
Impatiently flutters her wing to the wind. 

And will soon leave the bowers of Ariel behind ! 
What billows, what gales is she fated to prove. 
Ere she sleep in the lee of the land that I love I 
Yet pleasant the swell of those billows would be. 
And the sound of those gales would be music to me ! 
Not the tranquilest air that the winds ever blew. 
Not the silvery lapse of the summer-eve dew. 
Were as sweet as the breeze, or as bright as the foam 
Of the wave that would carry your wanderer 
home ! 

'* A ship, ready to sail for England. 
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LOVE AND REASON. 


“ Quand I'homme commence k raisonner, il ccsse de sentir.” 

J. J. Rousseau.^ 

’Twas in tlie Summer-time so sweet, 

When hearts and flowers are both in season, 
That — who, of all the world, should meet. 

One early dawn, but Love and Reason ! 

Love told his dream of yester-night. 

While Reason talk’d about the weather ; 

The mom, in sooth, was fair and bright, 

.\nd on they took their way together. 

The boy in many a gambol flew, 

While Reason like a Juno stalk’d, 

.knd from her portly figure threw 
A lengthen’d shadow as she walk’d. 

No wonder Love,.as on they pass’d, 

Should find that sunny morning chill. 

For still the shadow Reason cast 

Fell on the boy, and cool’d him still. 

* Quoted somewhere in Sx. Pieskb’s J^tudes de la 
JYature. 
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In vain be tried his wings to warm, 

Or find a path-way not so dim, 

For still the maid’s gigantic form 

Would pass between the sun and him ! 

“ This must not be,” said little Love — 

“ The sun was made for more than you. ” 

So, turning through a myrtle grove. 

He bid the portly nymph adieu ! 

Now gaily roves the laughing boy - 

' O’er many a mead, by many a stream; 

In every breeze inhaling joy. 

And drinking bliss in every beam. 

From all the gardens, all the bowers, 

He culFd the many sweets they shaded. 

And ate the fruits and smelt the flowers, 
Tilhtaste was gone and odour faded ! 

But now the sun, in pomp of noon. 

Look’d blazing o’er the parched plains ; 

Alas ! the boy grew languid soon. 

And fever thrill’d through all his veins ! • 

The dew forsook his baby brow, 

No more with vivid bloom he smiled — 


Digitized by Google 



120 


EPISTLES, ODES, 


Oh ! where was tranquil Reason now. 
To cast her shadow o’er tlie child ? 

Beneath a green and aged palm. 

His foot at length for shelter turning, 

He saw the nymph reclining calm. 

With brow as cool as his was burning 

“ Oh ! take me to that bosom cold,” 

In murmurs at her feet he said ; 

And Reason oped her garment’s fold. 
And flung it round his fever’d head. 

He felt her bosom’s icy touch. 

And soon it lull’d his pulse to rest ; 

For, ah ! the chill was quite too much. 
And Love Spired on Reason’s breast ! 


Nay, do not weep, my Fanny dear ! 

While in these arms you lie. 

The world hath not a wish, a fear. 
That ought to claim one precious tear 
From that beloved eye ! 
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The world ! — ah, Fanny ! Love jnust shuo 
The path where mciny rove ; 

One bosom to recline upon, 

One heart, to be his only one. 

Are quite enough for Love ! 

What can we wish, that is not here 
Between your arms and mine ? 

Is there on earth a space so dear, 

As that within the blessed sphere 
Two loving arms entwine ? 

For me, there’s not a lock of jet 
Along your temples curl’d. 

Within whose glossy, tangling net. 

My soul doth not, at once, forget 
All, all the worthless world ! 

’Tis in your eyes, my sweetest love ! 

My only worlds I see ; 

Let but their orbs in sunshine move, 

And earth below and skies above 
May frown or smile for me ! 
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ASPASIA. 

’Twas in the fair Aspasia’s bower, 

That Love and Learning many an hour 
. In dalliance met, and Learning smiled 
With rapture on the playful child, 

Who wanton stole to find his nest 
Within a fold of Learning’s vest ! 

There, as tlie listening statesman hung 
In transport on Aspasia s tongue, 

The destinies of Athens took 
Tlieir colour from Aspasia’s look. 

Oh happy time I when laws of state, 
When all that ruled the country’s fate, 

Its glory, quiet, or alarms, . 

Was plann’d between two snowy arms I 

Sweet times ! jou could not always last- 
And yet, oh ! yet, you are not past ; 
Though we have lost the sacred mould 
In which their men were cast of old. 
Woman, dear woman, still the same. 
While lips ai'e balm and looks are flame. 
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While man possesses heart or eyes. 
Woman’s bright empire never dies I 

Fanny, my love, they ne’er shall say 
That beauty’s charm hath pass’d away ; 
No — give the universe a soul 
Attuned to woman’s soft control, 

And Fanny hath the charm, the skill. 
To wield a universe at will ! 


THE GRECIAN GIRL’S DREAM OF THE 
BLESSED ISLANDS.* 

TO HER LOVER. 


ri 

nt/Bttycftlfy oavat 4-i ifairaf. 

!reg/ nA«r<«v. Oracul. Metric. 
a JoAK. Opsop. collecla. 


Was it the moon, or was it morning’s ray, 

That call’d thee, dearest, from these arms away ? 

* It was imagined by some of the ancients that there is 
an ethereal ocean above us, and that the sun and moon are 
two floating, luminous islands, in which the spirits of the 
blessed reside. Accordingly, we find that the word SlKtutas 
was sometimes synonymous with and death was not 

unfreqtiently called Oxtatfua sr«|«r, or “ the passage of the 
ocean.” 


* 
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I linger’d still, in all the murmuring rest. 

The languor of a soul too richly blest ! 

Upon my breath thy sigh yet faintly hung ; 

Thy name yet died in whispers o’er my tongue ; 

1 heard thy lyre, which thou hadst left behind. 
In amorous converse with the breathing wind ; 
Quick to my heart I press’d the shell divine, 

And, with a lip yet glowing warm from thine, 

I kiss’d its every chord, while every kiss 
Shed o’er the chord some dewy print of bliss. 
Then soft to thee I touch’d the fervid lyre. 
Which told such melodies, such notes of fire. 

As none but chords that drank the burning dews 
Of kisses dear as ours could e’er diffuse ! 

Oh love ! how blissful is the bland repose 
That soothing follows upon rapture’s close. 

Like a soft twilight, o’er the mind to shed 
Mild melting traces of the transport fled ! 

While thus I lay, in this voluptuous calm, 

A drowsy languor steep’d my eyes in balm. 

Upon my lap the lyre in murmurs fell, 

While, faintly wandering o’er its silver shell. 

My fingers soon their own sweet requiem play’d, 
And slept in music which themselves had made ! 
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Then, then, my Theon, what a heavenly dream ! 

I saw two spirits on the lunar beam. 

Two winged boys, descending from above, 

And gliding to my bower with looks of love, 

Like the young genii, who repose their wings 
All day in Amatha’s luxurious springs, * 

And rise at midnight, from the tepid rill. 

To cool their plumes upon some moon-light hill ! 

Soft o’er my brow, which kindled with their sighs. 
Awhile they play’d ; tlien gliding through my eyes 
(Where the bright babies, for a moment, hung, 
Like those thy lip hath kiss’d, thy lyre hath sung), 
To that dim mansion of my breast'they stole, 
Where, wreathed in blisses lay my captive soul. 
Swift at their touch dissolved the ties that clung ' 
So sweetly round her, and aloft she sprung ! 


* Echapios, in his Life of Jamblichus, tells us of two beau- 
tiful little spirits or loves, which Jamblichus raised by en- 
chantment from the warm springs at Gadara; “ dicens astan- 
tibus (says the author of the Dii Fatidici, p. i6o) illos esse 
loci Genios : ” which words however are not in Eunapius. 

I find from Cellarius, that Amatha, in the neighbourhood 
of Gadara, was also celebrated for its warm springs, and I 
have preferred it as a more poetical name than Gadara. 
Cellarivs quotes Hierohtmus. “ Est et alia villa in vicinia 
Gadarx nomine Amatha, ubi calidx aqux ernmpunt.” — Geo- 
graph. Antiq. lib. iii. cap. i3. 
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Exulting guides, the little genii flew 

Tlirough paths of light, refresh’d with starry dew. 

And fann’d by airs of that ambrosial breath. 

On which the free soul banquets after death I 


Thou know’st, my love, beyond our clouded skies. 
As bards have dream'd, the spirits’ kingdom lies. 
Through that fair clime a sea of ether rolls'* 
Gemm’d with bright islands, where the hallow'd 
souls. 

Whom life hath wearied in its race of hours, 
Repose for ever in unfading bowers ! 

That very orb, whose solitary light 
So often, guides thee to. my arms at night, 

* This belief of an ocean in die heavens, or “waters above 
tlic firmament,” was one of the many physical errors in 
wliicli the early fathers bewildered themselves. Le P. Baltds, 
in his Defense des saints Peres accuses de Platonisme, 
taking it for granted that the ancients were more correct in 
their notions (which by no means appears from what I have 
already quoted), adduces the obstinacy of the fathers in this 
whimsical opinion, as a proof of their repugnance to even 
truth from the hands of the philosophers. This is a strange 
way of defending the fathers, and attributes much more 
than they deserve to the philosophers. For an abstract of 
this work of Baltus (the opposer of Fontenelle, Van Dale, 
etc. in the famous oracle controversy), see Bibfiotheque des 
Auteurs Ecclesiast. du i8'. siicle, i part. tom. ii. 
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Is no chill planet, but an isle of love, • 

Floating in splendour through those seas above ! 
Thither, I thought, we wing’d our airy way. 

Mild o’er its valleys stream’d a silvery day. 

While all around, on lily beds of rest. 

Reclined the spirits of the immortal Blest ! * 

Oh ! there I met those few congenial maids. 
Whom love hath warm’d, in philosophic shades ; 
There still Leontium, f on her sage’s breast, 
Found lore and love, was tutor’d and caress’d ; 

* There were various opinions among the ancients witii 
respect to their Innar establishment; some made it an ely- 
sium, and others a purgatory ; while some supposed it to be 
a kind of entrepot between Heaven and earth, where souls 
which had left their bodies, and those that were on their 
way to join them, were deposited in the valleys of Hecate, 
and remained till further orders. Tstf tttpi 

Myn¥ atuTtK Ktu et'ir nvTttf mth ut rtfi 

TTtftyttof Stob. lib. i, Eclog.. Physic. 

T The pnpil and mistress of Epicurus, who called her Ijis 
“ dear little Leontium” as appears by a frag- 

ment of one of his Letters in Laertius. This Leontium was 
a woman of talent ; “ she had the impudence (says Cicero) to 
write against Theophrastus;” arid at the same time, Cicero 
gives her a name which is neither polite nor translateable. 
“ Meretricula etiam Leontium contra Thcophrastum scriberc 
ausa cst”—De Natur. Dear. She l«ft a daughter, called 
Danae, who was just as rigid an Epicurean as her mother ; 
something like Wteland’s Danae in ^gathon. 

It would sonnd much better, I think, if the name were 
Leonlia, as it occurs the first time in Laertius ; but M. Me- 
nage will not hear of this reading. . 
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And there the twine of Pythias’ gentle arms 
Repaid the zeal which deified her charms ! 

The Attic Master, f in Aspasia’s eyes 
Forgot the toil of less endearing ties ; 

While fair Theano,§ innocently fair, 

Play’d with the ringlets of her Samian’s hair, ** 

* Pythias was a woman whom Aristotle loved, and to 
whom, after her death, he paid divine honours, solemnizing 
her memory by the same sacrifices which the Athenians 
ofiered to the goddess Ceres. For this impious gallantry the 
philosopher was, of course, censured ; it would be well how- 
ever if some of onr modern Stagirites had a little of this su- 
perstition about the memory of their mistresses. 

f Socrates j who used to console himself in the society of 
Aspasia for those “ less endearing ties” which he found at 
home with Xantippe. For an account of this extraordinary 
creature, Aspasia, and her school of erudite luxury at Athens, 
see L'Histoirede P Academic, etc. tom. xxxi. p.6g. Segur 
rather fails on the subject of Aspasia. “ Les Femmes''* 
tom. i. p. 133. 

The author of the “ F" ojrage du Monde de Descartes” has 
also placed these philosophers in the moon, and has allotted 
Seigneuries to them, as well as to the astronomers ; (3 part, 
p 143 .) but he ought not to have forgotten their wives and 
mistresses •, “ cures non ips& in morte relinquunt.” 

§ There are some sensible letters extent under the name of 
this fair Pythagorean. They are addressed to her female 
friends upon the education of children, the treatment of ser- 
vants, etc. One, in particular, to I^icostrata, whose husband 
had given her reasons for jealousy, contains such truly con- 
siderate and rational advice, that it ought to be translated for 
the edification of all married ladies. See Gaie’s Opuscul. 
Myth. Phys. p. 

** Pythagoras was remarkable for fine hair, and Doctor 
Thiers (in his Histoire des Perruques) seems to take for 
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Who, fix’d by love, at length was all her own, 
And pass’d his spirit through her lips alone ! 

Oh Samian sage ! whate’er thy glowing thought 
Of mystic Numbers hatli divinely wrought, 

The One that’s form’d of Two who dearly love, 

Is the best number Heaven can boast above ! 

But think, my Theon, how this soul was thrill’d, 
When near a fount, which o’er the vale distill’d. 
My fancy’s eye beheld a form recline. 

Of lunar race, but so resembling thine, 

That, oh 1 — ’twas but fidelity in me. 

To fly, to clasp, and worship it for thee ! 

No aid of words the unbodied soul requires, 

To waft a wish or embassy desires ; 

But, by a throb to spirits only given, 

By a mute impulse, only felt in Heaven, • 

Swifter than meteor shaft through summer skies, 
From soul to soul the glanced idea flies ! 

We met— like thee the youthful vision smiled ; 
But not like thee, when passionately wild, 

granted it wa< all his own, as he has not mentioned him 
among those ancients who were obliged to have recourse to 
the “coma apposititia.” — VHisi, des Perruqiies, chap. i. 

6 . 
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Thou wakest the slumbering blushes of my cheek. 
By looking things thyself would blush to speak 1 
No ; 'twas the tender, intellectual smile. 

Flush’d with the past and yet serene the while. 
Of that delicious hour when, glowing yet, 

Thou yield’st to nature with a fond regret. 

And thy soul, waking from its wilder’d dream, 
Lights in thine eye a mellower, chaster beam ! 

Oh my beloved ! how divinely sweet 
Is the pure joy, when kindred spirits meet ! 

Th’ Elean god,'*' whose faithful waters flow. 
With love their only light, through caves below, 
Wafting in triumph all the flowery braids, 

An’d festal rings, with which Olympic maids 
Have deck’d their billow, as an offering meet 
To pour at Arethusa’s crystal feet ! 

Think, when he mingles with his fountain-bride. 
What perfect rapture thrills the blended tide ! 


* The river Alpheus ; which flowed by Pisa or Olympia, 
and into which it was customary to throw offerings of differ- 
ent kinds, during the celebration of the Olympic games. In 
the pretty romance of Clitophon and Leucippe, the river is 
supposed to carry these offerings as bridal pfts to the foun- 
tain Arethnsa. Ktti trt Ti/ti arm ret AAt/yfiss 

iritf Ks tj mt n. r. A. lib. i. 
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Elach melts in each, till one pervading kiss 
Confound their currents in a sea of bliss ! 

’Twas thus — 

But, Theon, ’lis weary theme, 

And thou delighVst not in my lingering dream. 

Oh ! that our lips were, at this moment, near. 

And I would kiss thee into patience, dear I 
And make thee smile at all the magic tales 
Of star-light bowers and 'planetary vales. 

Which my fond soul, inspired by thee and love, 
In slumber's loom hath exquisitely wove. 

But no ; no more— soon as to-morrow's ray 
O’er soft Ilissus shall dissolve away. 

I’ll fly, my Theon, to thy burning breast. 

And there in murmurs tell thee all the rest ; 
Then, if too weak, too cold tlie vision seems, 
Thy lip shall teach me something more than 
dreams ! 
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THE SENSES. 

A DREAM. 

Imbower’d in the vernal shades. 

And circled all by rosy fences, 

1 saw the five luxurious maids. 

Whom mortals love, and call The Senses. 

Many and blissful were the ways 
, In which they seem'd to pass their hours — 

One wander'd through the garden’s maze. 
Inhaling all the soul of flowers ; 

Like those who live upon the smell 
Of roses, by the Ganges' stream, ♦ 

With perfume from the flowr’et’s bell,’ 

She fed her life's ambrosial dream ! 

Another touch'd the silvery lute. 

To chain a charmed sister's ear. 

Who hung beside her, still and mute, 

Gazing as if her eyes could hear ! 

♦ Circa fontem Gangia Astomomm gentem balitu 

tantnm viventmii et odore quern narihua trabant. 

Ptiv. lib. rii. cap. a. 
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The nymph who thrill’d the warbling wire 
Would often raise her ruby lip, 

As if it pouted with desire 

Some cooling, nectar’d -draught to sip. 

Nor yet was she who heard the lute 
Unmindful of the minstrel maid, 

But press’d the sweetest, richest fruit. 

To bathe her ripe lip as she play’d ! 

But, oh ! the fairest of the group 
Was one who in the sunshine lay, 

And oped the cincture’s golden loop 
That hid her bosom’s panting play ! 

And still her gentle hand she stole 
Along the snows, so smoothly orb’d. 

And look’d the while as if her soul ^ 

Were in that heavenly touch absorb’d ! 

Another nymph, who linger’d nigh, 

And held a prism of various light, 

Now put the rainbow wonder by. 

To look upon this lovelier sight. 

And still as one’s enamour’d touch 
Adown the lapsing ivory fell. 
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The other’s eye, entranced as much. 

Hung giddy o’er its radiant swell ! 

Too wildly charm’d, I would have fled — 
But she who in the sunshine lay 

Replaced her golden loop, and said, 

“ We pray thee for a moment stay. 

“ If true my counting pulses beat, 

“ It must be now almost the hour 

“ When Love, with visitation sweet, 

“ Descends upon our bloomy bower. 

“ And with him from the sky he brings 
“ Our sister-nymph who dwells above — 

“ Oh ! never may she haunt these springs 
“ With any other god but Love ! 

“ When he illumes her magic urn, 

“ And sheds his own enchantments in it 

“ Though but a minute’s space it burn, 

“ ’Tis Heaven to breathe it but a minute 

“ Not all the purest power we boast, 

“ Nor silken touch, nor vernal dye, . 

“ Nor music, when it thrills the most, 

“ Nor balmy cup, nor perfume’s sigh. 
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Such transport to the soul can give, 
Tivough felt till time itself shall wither, 

“ As in that one dear moment live, 

“ Wljen Love conducts our sister hither ! ’ 

She ceased — the air respired of bliss — 

A languor slept in every eye ; 

And now the scent of Cupid’s kiss 

Declared the melting power was nigh ! 

I saw them come — the nymph and boy. 

In twisted wreaths of rapture bound ; 

I saw her light the urn of joy. 

While all her sisters languish’d round ! 

A sigh from every bosom broke — 

I felt the flames around me glide. 

Till with the glow I trembling woke. 

And found myself by Fanny’s side ! 



EPISTLES, ODES, 


l36 


THE STEERSMAN'S SONG. 

WRITTEIf ilBOARD THE BOSTON FRIGATE, sStH APRIL.* 

When freshly blows the northern gale. 

And under courses snug we fly ; 

When lighter breezes swell the sail. 

And royals proudly sweep the sky ; 

’Longside the wheel, unwearied still 
I stand, and as my watchful eye 
Doth mark the needle’s faithful thrill, 

I think of her I love, and cry. 

Port, my boy ! port. 

When calms delay, or breezes blow 
Right from the point we wish to steer ; 

When by the wind close-haul’d we go. 

And strive in vain the port to near ; 

I think 'tis thus the Fates defer 
My bliss with one that’s far away, 

1 left Bermuda in the Boston, about the middle of April, 
in company with the Cambrian and Leander, aboard the 
latter of which was the Admiral, Sir Andrew Mitchell, who 
divides his year between Halifax and Bermuda, and is the 
very soul « f society and good-fellowship to both.* We sepa- 
rate in a few days, and the Boston after a short cruise pro- 
ceeded to New York . 


Digitized by GoogI 



AND OTHER POEMS. 


1 37 

And while remembrance springs to her, 

I watch the sails, and sighing say, 

Thus, my boy ! thus- 

But see the wind draws kindly aft. 

All hands are up the yards to square. 

And now the floating stu’n-sails waft 
Our stately ship through waves and air. 

Oh ! then I think that yet for me 

Some breeze of Fortune thus may spring, 

Some breeze to waft me, love, to thee ! 

And in that hope I smiling sing, 

Steady, boy ! so. 


TO CLOE. 

IMITATED FROM MARTIAL. 

I COULD resign that eye of blue. 

Howe’er it burn, howe’er it thrill me ; 
And, though your lip be rich with dew, 
To lose it, Cloe, scarce would kill me. 

That snowy neck I ne’er should miss, 
However warm I’ve twined about it ! 
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And though your bosom beat with bliss, 

I think my soul could live without it. 

In short, I’ve learn 'd so well to fast. 

That, sooth my love, I know not whether 
I might not bring myself at last. 

To — do without you altogether I 


TO THE FIRE-FLY. 

This morning, when the earth and sky 
Were burning with the blush of spring, 

I saw thee not, thou humble fly ! 

Nor thought upon thy gleaming wing. 

But now the skies have lost their hue. 

And sunny lights no longer play, 

1 see thee, and I bless thee too 

For sparkling o’er the dreary way. 

* The lively and varying illumination, with which these 
fire-flies light up the woods at night, gives quite an idea of 
enchantment. “ Puis ces mouches se d«5veloppant de I’obscu- 
rite de ces arbres et s’approchant de nous, nous les voyions 
sur les orangers voisins, qu’ils mettaient tout en feu, nous 
rendant la vnie de leurs beaux fruits dore's que la nuit avail 
ravie,”etc. etc. — See VHistoire des Antilles, art. a. chap. 4> 
liv. 1 , 
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Oh ! let me hope that thus for me, 

When life ailti love shall lose their bloom. 
Some milder joys may come, like thee, 

To light, if not to warm, the gloom ! 


THE VASE. 

There was a vase of odour lay 

For many an hour on Beauty’s shrine. 

So sweet that Love went every day 
To banquet on its breath divine. 

And not an eye had ever seen 

The fragrant charm the vase conceal’d ; 

Oh Love ! how happy ’twould have been. 

If thou hadst ne’er that charm reveal’d ! 

.4 

But Love, like every other boy. 

Would know the spell that lurks within ; 

He wish’d to break the crystal toy. 

But Beauty murmur’d “ ’twas a sin !” 

He swore, with many a tender plea, 

That neither Heaven nor earth forbad it ; 

She told him. Virtue kept the key. 

And look’d as if — she wish’d he had it ! 
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He stole the key when Virtue slept 

(Even she can sleep, if Love buf ask it), 
And Beauty sigh’d, and Beauty wept. 
While silly Love unlock’d the casket. 

Oh dulcet air that vanish’d then ! 

Can Beauty’s sigh recal thee ever ? 

Can Love himself inhale again 

A breath so precious ? — never, never ! 

Go, maiden, weep — the tears of woe 
By Beauty to repentance given. 

Though bitterly on earth they flow, 

Shall turn to fragrant balm in Heaven ! 


THE WREATH .4ND THE CHAIN. 

I BRING thee, love, a golden chain, 

I bring thee too a flowery wreath ; 

The gold shall never wear a stain, 

The flow’rots long shall sweetly breathe ! 
Come, tell me which the tie shall be 
To bind thy gentle heart to me. 
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The Chain is of a splendid thread. 

Stolen from Minerva’s yellow hair, 

Just when the setting sun had shed 
The sober beam of evening there. 

The Wreath’s of brightest myrtle wove, 

With brilliant tears of bliss among it, 

And many a rose-leaf, cull’d by Love, 

To heal his lip when bees have stung it ! 
Come, tell me which the tie shall be 
To bind thy gentle heart to me. 

Yes, yes, I read that ready eye, 

Which answers when the tongue is loath, 
Thou likest the form of either tie. 

And hold’st thy playful hands for both. 

Ah ! — if there were not something wrong. 
The world would see them blended oft ; * 
The Chain would make the Wreath so strong 
The Wreath would make the Chain so soft 
Then might the gold, the flow’rets be 
Sweet fetters for my love and me ! 

But, Fannv, so unblest they twine. 

That ( Heaven alone can tell the reason ) 
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When mingled thus they cease to shine, 

Or shine but for a transient season ! 
Whether the Chain may press too much, 

Or that the Wreath is slightly braided. 

Let but the gold the flow’rets touch. 

And all their glow, their tints, are faded ! 
Sweet Fanny, what would Rapture do. 

When all her blooms had lost their grace ? 
Might she not steal a rose or two 

From other Wreaths, to fill their place ? — 
Oh ! better to be always free, 

Than thus to bind my love to me. 


The timid girl now hung her head. 

And, as she turn’d an upward glance, 

1 saw a doubt its twilight spread 
Along her brow’s divine expanse. 

Just then, the garland’s dearest rose 
Gave one of its seducing sighs — 

Oh ! who can ask how Fanny chose. 

That ever look'd in Fanny’s eyes ! 

“ The Wreath, my life, the Wreath shall be 
“ The tie to bind my soul to thee ! ” 
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TO . 

And hast thou mark’d the pensive shade, 

That many a time obscures .my brow, 

’Midst all the blisses, darling maid, 

Which thou canst give, and only thou? 

Oh ! ’tis not that I then forget 

The endearing charms that round me twine — 
There never throbb’d a bosom yet 
Could feel their witchery, like mine ! 

When bashful on my bosom hid, 

And blushing to have felt so blest, 

Thou dost but lift thy languid lid. 

Again to close it on my breast ! 

Oh ! these are minutes all thine own. 

Thine own to give, and mine to feel. 

Yet, even in them, my heart has known 
The sigh to rise, the tear to steal. 

For I have thought of former hours. 

When he who first thy soul possess’d. 

Like me awaked its witching powers. 

Like me was loved, like me was blest ! 
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Upon his name thy murmuring tongue 
Perhaps hath all as sweetly dwelt ; 
For him that snowy lid hath hung 
In extacy, as purely felt ! 


For him — yet why the past recal 
To wither blooms of present bliss ? 
Thou’rt now my own, I clasp thee all. 

And Heaven can grant no more than this ! 

Forgive me, dearest, oh ! forgive ; 

I would be first, be sole to thee ; 
Thoushouldst but have begun to live 
The hour that gave thy heart to me. 


Thy book of life till then effaced. 

Love should have kept that leaf alone 
On which he first so dearly traced 
That thou wert, soul and all, my own I * 
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TO LORD VISCOUNT FORRES, 

« 

VROM THE CITY OF WASHINCTOK, 


KAI MH ©ATMASHS MHT’ El MAKPOTEPAN TE- 
rPA«DA THN EniSTOAHN, MHA' El TI DEPIEP- 
rOTEPON H nPEZBITIKCTEPON EIPHKAMEN E 
ATTH. — IsocRAT. Epist. iv. 


If former times had never left a trace 
Of human frailty in their shadowy race, 

Nor o’er their pathway written, as they ran, 

One dark memorial of the crimes of man ; 

If every age, in new unconscious prime, 

Rose, like a phoenix, from the fires of time. 

To wing its way unguided and alone. 

The future smiling and the past unknown ; 

Then ardent man would to himself be new. 

Earth at his foot and Heaven within his view. 
Well might the novice hope, the sanguine scheme 
Of full perfection prompt his daring dream. 

Ere cold Experience, with her veteran lore, 

Could tell him, fools had dream’d as much be- 
fore ! 


r 

I 

i . 
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But, tracing as we do, thpough age and clime, 
The plans of virtue ’midst the deeds of crime, 
The thinking follies and the reasoning rage 
Of man, at once the idiot and the sage ; 

When still we see, through every varying frame 
Of arts and polity, his course the same. 

And know that ancient fools but died to make 
A space on earth for modern fools to take ; 

’Tis strange, how quickly we the past forget ; 
That Wisdom’s self should not be tutor’d yet. 
Nor tire of watching for the monstrous birth 
Of pure perfection ’midst the sons of earth ! 

Oh ! nothing but that soul which God has given. 
Could lead us thus to look on earth for Heaven ; 
O’er dross without to shed the flame within. 
And dream of virtue while we- gaze on sin ! 

Even here, beside the proud Potowmac’s stream. 
Might sages still pursue the flattering theme 
Of days to come, when man shall conquer Fate, 
Rise o’er the level of his mortal state, . 

Belie the monuments of frailty past. 

And stamp perfection on this world at last ! 


\ 
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“ Here,” might they say, “ shall Power’s divided 
“ reign 

Evince that patriots have not bled in vain. 

“ Here god-like Liberty’s herculean youth, 

“ Cradled in peace, and nurtured up by truth 
“ To full maturity of nerve and mind, 

“ Shall crush the giants that bestride mankind!'*' 
“ Here shall Religion’s pure and balmy draught, 
** In form no more from cups of state bequafTd. 

But flow for all, through nation, rank, and sect, 
“ Free as that Heaven its tranquil waves reflect. 

Around the columns of the public shrine 
‘ ‘ Shall growing arts their gradual wreath entwine, 
“ Nor breathe corruption from their flowering 
braid, 

“ Nor mine that fabric which they bloom to shade. 
**• No longer here shall Justice bound her view, 

“ Or wrong the many, while she rights the few ; 

* Thus Mohse : “ Here tlic sciences and the arts of civi- 
lised life are to receive their highest improvements 5 here civil 
and religious liberty are to flourish, unchecked by the cniel 
hand of civil or ecclesiastical tyranny ; here genius, aided by 
all the improvements of former ages, is to be exerted in hu- 
manising mankind, in expanding and enriching their minds 
with religions and philosophical knowledge,'’ etc. etc. p. 56g. 
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Hut take her range through all the social frame, 
“ Pure and pervading as that vital flaihe 
“ Whidi warms at once our best and meanest part, 
“ And thrills a hair while it expands a heart!” 

Oh golden dream ! what soul that loves to scan 
The brightness rather than the shades of man, 
That owns the good, while smarting with the. ill. 
And loves the world with all its frailty still — 
What ardent bosom does not ^ing to meet 
The generous hope with all that heavenly heat, 
Which makes the soul unwilling to resign 
The thoughts of growing, even on earth, divine ! 
Yes, dearest Forbes, I see thee glow to think 
The chain of ages yet may boast a link 
Of purer texture than the world has known. 

And fit to bind us to a Godhead’s throne ! 

But, is it thus ? doth even the glorious dream 
Borrow from truth that dim uncertain gleam, 
Which bids us give such dear delusion scope. 

As kills not reason, while it nurses hope ? 

No, no, believe me, 'tis not so — even now, 

While yet upon Columbians rising brow 
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The showy smile of young prwumption plays, 

Her bloom is poison’d and her heart decays ! 

Even now, in dawn of life, her sickly breath 
Burns with the taint of empires near their death. 
And, like the nymphs of her o^^n withering clime. 
She’s old in youth, she’s blasted in^^ prime !■*“ 

Already has tlie child of Gallia’s school, 

The foul Philosophy that sins by rule, . 

With all her train of reasoning, damning arts. 
Begot by brilliant heads or worthless hearts. 

Like things that quicken after Nilus’ flood. 

The venom’d birth of suhshine and of mud 1 
Already has'she pour’d her poison here 
O’er every charm that makes existence dear. 
Already blighted, with her blackening trace. 

The opening-bloom of every social grace, 

* “ What will , be the old age of this government, if it is 
thus early decrepit ! ” Such was the remark of pAoenr-T, the 
French minister at Philadelphia, in that famous dispatch to 
bis government which was intercepted by on^ of onr cruisers 
in the year 1794. This curious memorial may be found in 
Pobcdpike's fF ' orks , vol. i. p. a^g. It remains a striking mo- 
nument of republican intrigue on one side, and republican 
profligacy on the other j and I would recommend the perusal 
of it to every honest politician, who may labour uq^er a mo- 
ment’s delusion with respeet to the purity of American pa- 
triotism. 
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And all those courtesies that love to shoot ' 
Round Virtue’s stem, the flow’rets of her fruit ! 

Oh ! were these errors but the wanton tide 
Of young luxuriance or unchasten’d pride ; 

The fei’vid follies and the faults of such 
As wrongly feel, because they feel too much ; 
Then might experience make the fever less. 
Nay, graft a virtue on each warm excess ; 

But no ; ’tis heartless, speculative ill. 

All youth’s transgression with all age’s chill, 
The apathy of wrong, the bosom’s ice, 

A slow and cold stagnation into vice ! 

Long has the love of gold, that meanest rage 
And latest folly of man’s sinking age. 

Which, rarely venturing in the van of life, 
While nobler passions wage their heated strife. 
Comes skulking last, with selfishness and fear. 
And dies, collecting lumber in the rear ! 

Long has it palsied every grasping hand 
And greedy spirit through this bartering land ; 
Turn’d |ife to traffic, set the demon gold 
So loose abroad, that Virtue’s self is sold. 


Digitized by Google 



AND OTHER POEMS. 


l53 


And conscience, truth,. and honesty, are made 
To rise and fall, like other wares of trade J"** 

Already in this free, this virtuous state. 

Which, Frenchmen tell us, W£»s ordain’d by Fate, 
Tp show the world what high perfection springs 
From rabble senators and merchant kings — 

Even here already patriots learn to steal 
Their private perquisites from public weal. 

And, guardians of the country’s sacred fire. 

Like Afric’s priests, they let the flame for hire I 
Those vaunted demagogues, wlio nobly rose 
From England’s debtors to be England’s foes, f 
Who could their monarch in their purse forget. 
And break allegiance but to cancel debt,§ 

* “ Nous voyons qnc dans les pays oil I’on n’csi affecte tjae 
de I’esprit de commerce, on irafigue de tomes les actions 
humaines et de toutes les vertus morales.”— Montesquieu, de 
V Esprit des Lois, liv. ao. chap. a. 

I trust I shall not be suspected of a wish to justify those 
arbitrary steps of the English government which the Colonies 
found it so necessary to resist ; my only object here is to ex- 
pose the selfish motives of some of the leading American 
demagogues. 

5 The^most persevering enemy to the interests of this coun- 
try, amongst the politicians of the western world, has been a 
Virginian merchant, who, finding it easier to settle his con- 
science than his debts, was one of the first to raise the standard 
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Have proved at length the mineral’s tempting hue, 
Whicli makes a patriot, can unmake him too.'*' 
Oh ! Freedom, Freedom, how I hate thy cant ! 
Not Eastern bombast, nor the savage rant 
^ Of purpled madmen, were they number’d all 
From Roman Nero down to Russian Paul,- 
Gould grate upon my ear so mean, so base. 

As the rank jargon of that factious race. 

Who, poor of heart and prodigal of words. 

Born to be slaves and struggling to be lords. 

But pant for license, while they spurn control. 
And shout for Rights, with rapine in their soul ! 
Who can, with patience, for a moment see 
The medley mass of pride and misery. 

Of whips and charters, manacles and rights. 

Of slaving blacks and democratic whites, -j' 

against Great Britain, and has ever since endeavoured to revenge 
npon.the vrholc country the obligations which he lies under 
to a few of its merchants. 

* Sec Porcopiwe’s Account of the Pensylvania Insurrec- 
tion in 1794. In short, see Porcdpire's works throughout, 
for ample corroboration of every sentiment which 1 have ven- 
tured to express. lu saying this, I refer less to the comments 
of that writer, than to the occurrences which he has related 
and the doenments which he has preserved. Opinion may 
be suspected of bias, but facts speak for themselves. 

•f In Virginia* the effects of this system' begin to be felt 


Digitized by Google 



OTHER POEMS. 


I 55 

And all the pye-bald polity that reigns 
In free confusion o’er Columbia’s plains ? 

To think that man, thou just and gentle God ! 
Should stand before thee, with a tyrant’s rod 
O’er creatures like himself, with soul from thee, 
Yet dare to boast of perfect liberty ; 

Away, away — I’d ratlier hold my neck 
By doubtful tenure from a sultan’s beck. 

In climes where liberty has scarce been.named, 
Nor any right but that of ruling claim’d, 

Than thus to live, where bastard freedom waves 
Her fustian flag in mockery over slaves ; 

Where (motley laws admitting no degree 
Betwixt the vilely slaved and madly free) 

Alike the bondage and the license suit, 

The brute made ruler and the man made brute ! 


rather seriously. While the master raves of liberty, the slave 
cannot but catch the coutagion, and accordingly there seldom 
elapses a month without some alarm of insurrection amongst 
the negroes. The accession of Louisiana, it is feared, will 
increase this embarrassment^ as the numerous emigrations, 
which are expected to take place from the southern states to 
this newly acquired territory, will considerably.diminish the 
white population, and thus strengthen the proportion of ne- 
groes to a degree which must ultimately be ruinous. 


Digitized by Google 



i56 


EPISTLES, ODES, 


But, oh my Forbes! while thus, in flowerless song, 
I feebly paint what yet I feel so strong — 

The ills, the vices of the land, where first 
Those rebel fiends that rack the world were nurst! 
Where treason’s arm by royalty was nerved. 

And Frenchmen learn’d to crush the throne they 
served — , 

Thou, gently lull’d in dreams of classic tliought. 
By bards illumined and by sages taught, 

Pant’st to be all, upon this mortal scene. 

That bard hath fancied or that sage hath been I 
Why should I wake thee ? why severely chase 
The lovely forms of virtue and of grace, 

That dwell before thee, like the pictvires spread 
By Spartan matrons round the genial bed. 
Moulding thy fancy, and with gradual, art 
Brightening the young conception's of thy heart ! 

Forgive me, Forbes — and should the song destroy 

f 

One generous hope, one throb of social joy. 

One high pulsation of the zeal for man. 

Which few can feel, and bless that few who can ! 
Oh ! turn to him, beneath whose kindred eyes 
Thy talents open and thy virtues rise. 
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Forget where nature has been dark or dim, 
And proudly study all her lights in him ! 
Yes, yes, in him the erring world forget. 
And feel that man may reach perfection yet 


SONG. • 

The wreath you wove, the wreath you wove 
Is fair — but oh ! how fair. 

If Pity’s hand had stolen from Love 
One lead to mingle there ! 

If every rose with gold were tied. 

Did gems for dew-^rops fall. 

One faded leaf where Love had sigh’d 
Were sweetly worth them all ! . • 

The wreath you wove, the wreath you wove 
Our emblem well may be ; 

Its bloom is yours, but hopeless love 
Must keep its tears for me ! 
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. LYING. 


cnc con le lor bugie pajon diviki. 

Mauro d’Arcaro. 


I DO confess, in many a sigh 
My lips have breathed you many a lie, . 
And who, with such delights in view. 
Would lose them for a lie or two ? 

^ • 

Nay — look not thus, with Brow reproving ; 

Lies are, ray dear, the soul of loving ! 

If half we tell the girls were true, 

If half we swear to think and do 
Were aught but lying’s bright illusion, 

The world would be in strange confusion ! 
If ladies’ eyes were, every one, 

As lovers swear, a radiant sun. 

Astronomy should leave t^e skies, 

To learn her lore in ladies’ eyes ! 

Oh no ! — believe me, lovely girl. 

When Nature turns your teeth to pearl. 
Your neck to snow, your eyes to fire. 

Your yellow locks to golden wire, 
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Then, only then, can Heaven dfecree 
That you should live for only me, 

Or I for you, as, night and morn. 

We’ve swearing kiss’d, and kissing sworn 

And now, my gentle hints to clear, 

For once. I’ll tell you truthj^ my dear ! 
Whenever you may. chance to meet 
A' loving youth, whose love is s\freet> 
Long as you’re false and he believes you, 
Long as you trust and he deceives you. 

So long the blissful bond endures ; 

And while he lies, his heart i& yours : 
But, oh ! you’ye wholly lost the youth 
The instant that he tells you truth ! 


ANACREONTIC. 

I fill’d to thee, to thee I drank, 

I nothing did but drink and fill ; 

The bowl by turns was bright and blank, 
’Twas drinking, filling, drinking still ! 

At length I bid an artist paint 
Thy image in this ample cup, 
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That I might see the dimpled saint 
To whom I quaff’d my nectar up. 

Behold, how bright that purple lip 
Is blushing through the wave at me I 
Every roseate drop I sip 

Is just like kissing wine from thee ! 

But, oh ! 1 drink the more for this ; 

For, ever when*the draught I drain, 
Thy lip invites another kiss, 

And in the nectar flows again ! 

So, here’s to thee, my gentle dear ! 

And may that eye for ever shine 
Beneath as soft and sweet a tear 
As bathes it in this bowl of mine ! 


TO ’S PICTURE. 

Go, then, if she whose shade thou art 
No more will let thee soothe my pain 
Yet tell her, it has cost this heart 
Some pangs, to give thee back again I 

Tell her, the smile was not so dear 
With which she made thy semblance 
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As bitter is the burning tear, 

With which I now the gift resign ! 

Yet go— and could she still restore, 

As some exchange for taking thee, 

The tranquil look whicli first I wore, 

When her eyes found me wild and free : 

Could she give back the careless flow. 

The spirit which my fancy knew — 

Yet, ah ! 'tis vain — go, picture, go — 

Smile at me once, and then — i^dieu ! 


FRAGMENT 

OF A MYTHOLOGICAL HYMN TO LOVE.+ 

Blest infant of eternity ! 

Before the day-star learn’d to move, 

* Love and Psyche are here considered as thf active and 
passive principles of creation, and the universe is supposed 
to have received its first harmonizing impulse from the nup- 
tial sympathy between these two powers. A marriage is 
generally the first step in cosmogony. Tima;us held Form 
to be the father, and Matter the mother of the World ; Elion 
and Berouth, I think, are Sanchoniatho’s first spiritual lovers, 
and Manco-capac and his wife introduced creation amongst 
the Peruvians. In short. Harlequin seems to have studied 
cosmogonies, when he said “ tntto il mondo b fatto come la 
nostra famiglia.” 
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In pomp of fire, along his grand career, 

Glancing the beamy shafts of light 

From his rich quiver to the far^est sphere, 

Thou wert alone , oh Love ! 

Nestling beneath the wings of ancient night. 
Whose horrors seem’d to smile in shadowing 
thee ! 

No form of beauty soothed thine eye, 

As through the dim expanse it wander’d wide ; 

No kindred spirit. caught thy sigh, 

As o’er the watery waste it lingering died ! 

Unfelt the pulse, unknown the power, 

That latent in his heart was sleeping ; 

Oh Sympathy ! that lonely hour 

Saw Love himself thy absence weeping ! 

But look what glory through the darkness beams ! 

Celestial airs along the water glide : 

What spirit art thou, moving o’er the tide 
So lovely ? art thou but the child 
Of the young godhead’s dreams, 

That mock his hope with fancies strange and wild? 
Or were his tears, as quick they fell. 
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Collected in so bright a form, 

Till, kindled by the ardent spell 
Of his desiring eyes. 

And all impregnate with his sighs. 

They spring to life in shape so fair and warm 

'Tis she ! 

Psyche, the first-born spirit of the air. 

To thee, oh Love ! she turns, 

On thee her eye-beam burns : 

Blest hour of nuptial ecstasy ! 

They meet: — 

The blooming god — the spirit fair — 

Oh ! sweet, oh heavenly sweet ! 

Now, Sympathy, the hour is thine ; 

All Nature Teels the thrill divine, 

The veil of Chaos is withdrawn. 

And their first kiss is great Creation’s dawn ! 
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TO HIS SERENE HIGHNESS 
THE DUKE OF MOWTPENSIER, 

O.X HIS PORTRAIT OF THE LADY ADELAIDE F-RB-S- 

Doninglon Park, i8oa. 

To catch the thought, by painting’s spell, 
Howe’er remote, howe’er refined, 

And o’er the magic tablet tell 
The silent story of the mind ; 

O’er Nature’s form to glance the eye. 

And fix, by mimic light and shade, 

Her morning tinges, ere they fly, 

Her evening bluvhes, ere they fade ! 

These are the pencil’s grandest theme, 
Divinest of the powers divme 

That light the Muse’s flowery dream. 

And these, oh Prince ! are richly thine ! 

Yet, yet, when Friendship sees thee trace. 

In emanating soul express’d. 

The sweet memorial of a face 
On which her eye deliglits to rest ; 
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While o’er the lovely look serene, 

The smile of peace, the bloom of youth, 

The cheek, that blushes to be seen, 

The eye, that tells the bosom’s truth ; 

While o’er each line, so brightly true, 

Her soul with fond attention roves, 

Blessing the hand whose various hue 
Gould imitate the form it loves ; 

She feels the value of thy art. 

And owns it with "a purer zeal, 

A rapture, nearer to her heart 
Than critic taste can ever ffiel ! 


THE PHILOSOPHER ARISTIPPUS ♦ 

TO A LAMP WHICH WAS GIVEN HIM BY LAIS. 
DULCIS CONSCIA lECTDLI LUCERNA. 

Martial, lib. xiv. epig. 3g. 

“ Oh ! love the Lamp (my Mistress said), 

** The faithful Lamp that, many a night, 

It was not very difficult to become a philosopher amongst 
the ancients. A moderate store of learning, with a consider- 
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Beside thy Lais’ lonely bed 

Has kept its little watch of light ! 

“ Full often has it seen her weep, 

“ And fix her eye upon its flame, 

“ Till, weary, she has sunk to sleep, 

“ Repeating her beloved’s name ! 

“ Oft has it known her cheek to burn 
“ With recollections, fondly free, 

“ And seen her turn, impassion’d turn, 

“ To kiss the pillow, love ! for thee, 

able portion of confidence, and wit enough to produce an 
occasional apophthegm, were all the necessary qualifications 
for the purpose. The principles of moral science were so 
very imperfectly understood, that the founder of a new sect, 
in forming his ethical code, might consult either fancy or 
temperament, and adapt it to his own passions and propen- 
sities; so that Mahomet, with a little more learning, might 
have flourished as a philosopher in those days, and would 
have required but the polish of the schools to become the 
rival of Aristippus in morality. In the science of nature too, 
though they discovered some valuable tmths, yet they seemed 
not to know they were trutlis, or at least were as well satis- 
fied with errors ; and Xenophanes, who asserted 'that the 
stars were igneous clouds, lighted up every night and extin- 
guished again in the morning, was thought and styled a phi- 
losopher, as generally as he who anticipated Newton in de- 
veloping the arrangement of the universe. 

For this opinion of Xenophanes, see Plutarch de Placit. 
Philosoph. lib', ii. cap. i3. It is impossible to read this trea- 
tise of Plutarch without alternately admiring and smiling at 
the genius, the absurdities of the philosophers. 
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“ Aad, in a murmur, wish thee there, 

“ That kiss to feel, that thou|;ht to share ! 

“ Then love the Lamp->^’twill often lead 
“ Thy step through Learning’s sacred way ; 

“ And, lighted by its happy ray, •• 

“ Whene’er those darling eyes shall read 
“ Of things sublime, of Nature’s birth,., 

r 

“ Of all that’s bright in Heaven or earth, 

“ Oh ! think that she, by whom ’twas ^iven, 

“ Adores thee more than earth or Heaven I ” 

Yes — dearest Lamp ! by every charm 
On which thy midnight beam has hung ; 

The neck reclined, the graceful arm 
Across the brow of ivory flung ; 

The heaving bosom, partly hid, 

The sever’d lips* delicious sighs. 

The fringe, that from the snowy lid 

Along the cheek of roseS lies : 

* The ancients had their lucernae cubicularise, or bed- 
chamber lanaps, which, as the Emperor Galiends said, “ nil 
eras memincrej” and with the same commendation of secrecy, 
Praxagora addresses her lamp, in Aristophanes, ExxAve. 
We may judge how fanciful they were in the use and em- 
bellishment of their lamps, from the famous symbolic Lu- 
cerna which we find in the Romanutn Museum Mich. Ang* 
Cadsei, p. 127. 
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By these, by all that bloom untold. 

And long as all shall charm my heart. 

I’ll love my little Lamp of gold. 

My Lamp and I shall never part ! 

And often, as she smiling said, ' 

In fancy’s liour, thy gentle rays 
Shall guide my visionary tread 

Through poesy’s enchanting maze ! 

Thy flame shall light the page refined. 

Where still we catch the Chian’s breath. 

Where still the bard, though cold in death. 

Has left his burning soul behind ! 

Or, o’er thy humbler legend shine. 

Oh man of Ascra’s dreary glades ! ♦ 

To whom the nightly-warbling Ninef 
A wand of inspiration gave, § 

Pluck’d from the greenest tree that shades 
The crystal of Castalia’s wave. 

* Hesiod, who tell* us in melancholy terms of his father’s 
flight to the wretched village of Ascra» 

V. a5i. 

■f £isp;^«s< srigUMtAAi* tomtf itinu.—Theog.y. lo. 

^ § Kui fcti wcijsrTgss titty 

• -V, 3o. , 
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Then, turning to a purer lore, 
We’ll cull tlie sages’ heavenly store. 


From Science steal her golden clue. 

And every mystic path pursue. 

Where Nature, far from vulgar eyes. 

Through labyrinths of wonder flies ! 

’Tis thus my heart shall learn to know 
The passing world’s precarious flight. 

Where all that meets the morning glow 
Is changed before the fall of night ! 

FU tell thee, as I trim thy fire, 

“ Swift, swift the tide of being runs, 

“ And Time, who bids thy flame expire, 

“ Will also quench yon heaven of suns ! ” 

Oh J! then if earth’s united power 
Gan never chain one feathery hour ; 

If every print we leave to-day 
To-morrow’s wave shall steal away ; 

* Fiir r<c iXtt as expressed among tbe 

dogmas of Ueraclitcs the Ephesian, and with the same image 
by Seneca, in whom we find a beautiful difiusion of the 
thought. “ Nemo est maue qui fuit pridie. Corpora nostra 
rapiuntur fiuminum more; qnidquid Tides currit cum tem- 
pore. Nihil ex his qux videmuA manet. Ego ipse, dum 
loqnor mutari ipsa, mutatns sum,” etc. * * 
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Who pauses to inquire of Heaven 
Why were the fleeting treasures given, 

The sunny days, the shady nights, 

And all their brief but dear delights, 

Which Heaven has made for man to use, 

And man should think it guilt to lose ? 

Who, that has cull’d a weeping rose, 

Will ask it why it breathes and glows, 
Unmindful of the blushing ray, 

In which it shines its soul away ; 

Unmindful of the scented sigh. 

On which it dies and loves to die ? 

Pleasure ! thou only good on earth ! ■*“ 

One little hour resign’d to thee — 

Oh ! by my Lais’ lip, ’tis worth 
The sage’s immortality ! 

Then far be all the wisdom hence, 

And all the lore, whose tame control 
Would wither joy with chill delays ! 

Aristippus considered motion as the principle of hap- 
piness, in which idea he differed from the Epicureans, who 
looked to a state of repose as the only true voluptubusness, 
and avoided even the too lively agitations of pleasure, as a 
violent and ungraceful derangement of the senses. 
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Alas ! the fertile fount of sense, 

At TThicb the young, the panting soul 
Drinks life and love, too soon decays ! 

Sweet Lamp ! thou wert not form’d to shed 
Thy splendour on a lifeless page — 

Whate’er my blushing Lais said 
Of thoughful lore and studies sage, 

’Twas mockery all — her glance of joy 
Told me thy dearest, best employ ! 

Amf, soon as night shall close the eye 
Of Heaven’s young wanderer in the west ; 

* Maupektois has b«en stiU more explicit than this philoso- 
pher, in ranking the pleasures of sense above the sublimest 
pursuits of wisdom. Speaking of the infant man, in his pro- 
'duction, he calls him, une nouvcllc creature, qui pourra 
comprendre les choses Ics plus sublimes, et.ee i[ui esc bien 
au-dessus, ipii pourra goAter les m^mes plaisirs.'’ — Sec his 
P'enus Physique. This appears to be one of tlic eil'orts at 
Fontenelle’s gallantry of manner, for which the learned Pre- 
sident is so well ridiculed in the Ahahia of Voltaire. 

Madpertcis may be thought to have borrowed from the 
ancient Aristippus that indiscriminate theory of pleasures 
which he has set forth in his Essai de Philosophic Morale, 
and for which he was so very justly condemned. Aristippus, 
according to Laertius, held ri 

which irrational sentiment has been adopted by Maupertuis : 
“ Tant qu’on ne consid^re que Petat present, tous les plaisirs 
sont du mdme genre,” etc. etc. 
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When seers are gazing on the sky, 

To find their future orbs of rest ; 

Then shall I take my trembling way. 
Unseen but to those worlds above. 
And, led by thy mysterious ray. 

Glide to the pillow of my love. 

Calm be her sleep, the gentle dear ! 

Nor let her dream of bliss so near. 

Till o’er her cheek she thrilling feel 
My sighs of fire in murmurs steal. 

And I shall lift the locks that flow 
Unbraided o’er her lids of snow. 

And softly kiss those sealed eyes. 

And wake her into sweet surprise ! 

Or if she dream, oh ! let her dream 
Of those delights we both have known 
And felt ^ truly, that they seem 
Form’d to be felt by us alone ! 

And I shall mark her kindling cheek, 
Shall see her bosom warmly move. 

And hear her faintly, lowly speak 
The murmur’d sounds so dear to love ! 
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Oh I I shall gaze till even the sigh 
That wafts her very soul be nigh, . 

And, when the nyjnph is all but blest, 

Sink in her arms and share the rest ! 

Sweet Lais ! what an age of bliss 
In that one moment waits for me ! 

Oh sages ! — think on joy like this. 

And where’s your boast of apathy ? 


TO MRS. BL— H— D. 

* WRITTEN IN HER ALBUM. 

T»t« /li rt trrt r« T6T0P ; tr^MUfy 1^9. , 

* Cebetis Tabula. 

They say that Love had once a book 
(The urchin likes to copy you), • 

Where all who caine the pencil took, 

And wrote, like us, a line or two. 

’Twas Innocence, the maid divine. 

Who kept this volume bright and fair, 

And saw that no unhallow’d line, 

Or thought profane^ should enter there. 
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And sweetly did the pages fill 

With fond device and loving lore, 

And every leaf she turn’d was still 

More bright than that she turn’d before 

Beneath the touch of Hope, how soft, 

How light the magic pencil ran ! 

Till Fear would come, alas ! as oft, 

And trembling close what Hope began. 

A tear or two had dropp’d' from Grief, 

And Jealousy would, now and then. 

Ruffle in haste some snowy leaf, 

Which Love had still to smooth again ! 

But, oh ! there was a blooming boy ^ 

Who often turn'd the pages o’er. 

And wrote therein such words of joy, 

As all who read still sigh’d for more ! 

And Pleasure was this spirit’s name. 

And though so soft his voice and look. 

Yet Innocence, whene’er he came, 

Would tremble for her spotless book ! 

For still she saw his playful fingers 
Fill’d with sweets and wanton toys ; 
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And well she knew the Stain that lingers 
After sweets from wanton boys ! 

And so it chanced, one luckless night 
He let his honey goblet fall 

O’er the dear book, so pure, so white. 
And sullied lines and marge and all I ' 

In vain he sought, with eager lip. 

The honey from the leaf to drink, 

For still the naore the boy would sip. 

The deeper still the blot would sink ! 

Oh ! it would make you weep, to see 
The traces of this honey flood 

Steal o’er a page, where Modesty 
Had freshly drawn a rose’s bud ! 

And Fancy’s emblems lost their glow, 

And Hope’s sweet lines were all defaced. 

And Love himself could scarcely know 
What Love himself had lately traced ! 

At length the urchin Pleasure fled, 

(For how, alas! could Pleasure stay?) 

And Love, v^hile many a tear he shed. 

In blushes flung the book away ! 
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The index now alone remiins, 

Of all the pages spoil’d by Pleasure, 

And though it bears some honey stains, 
Yet Memory counts the leaf a treasure ! 

m 

And oft, tLey say, she scans it o’er, 

And oft, by this memorial aided, * 

Brings back the pages now no more, 

And thinks of lines that long have faded 

I know not if this tale be true, « 

But thus the simple facts are stated ; 

And 1 refer their truth to you, 

Since Love and you are near related ! 
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TO THOMAS HUME, ESQ. M. D. 


FROM THE CITT OF WASHINGTON. 


AIHrHSOMAI AIHTHMATA ISOr ADISTA, KOI- 
NCNA *J2N nEnON0A OTK EXQN. 

' Xehopbokt. Ephes. Ephesiac. lib. v. 


’Tis evening now ; the heats and cares of day 
In twilight dews are calmly wept away. 

The lover now, beneath the western star. 

Sighs through the medium of his sweet segar. 

And fills the ears of some consenting site 
With puffs and vows, with smoke and constancy ! 
The weary statesman for repose hath fled 
From halls of council to his negro’s shed. 

Where blest he wooes some black Aspasia’s grace, 
And dreams of freedom in his slave’s embrace ! 

In fancy now, beneath the twilight gloom, 

Come, let me lead thee o’er this modern Rome ! f 

* The “ black Aspasia ” of the present ********** of the 
United States, “ inter Avernales baud ignotissima nymphas,’' 
has given rise to much pleasantry among the anti-democrat 
wits in America. 

•f “ On the original location of the ground now alldtted 
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Where tribunes rule, where dusky Davi bow, 

And what was Goose-Creek once is Tiber now ! * — 
This famed metropolis, where Fancy sees 
Squares in morasses, obelisks in trees ; 

Which travelling fools and gazetteers adorn 
With shrines unbuilt and heroes yet unborn, 
Though nought but woodf and'*'^**^^^** they see. 
Where streets should run, and sages ought to be ! 

for the seat of the Federal City (says Mr. Weld) the identical 
spot on which the capitol now stands was called Rome. This 
anecdote is related .by many as a certain prognostic of the 
future magnificence of this city, which is to be, as it were, a 
second Rome.”— Weld’s Trauek, letter iv. 

* A little stream runs through the city, which, with into- 
lerable aflectation, they have styled the Tiber, h was ori- 
ginaUy called Goose- Creek. 

f “ To be under the necessity of going through a deep 
wood for one or two miles, perhaps, in order to see a next- 
door neighbour and in the same city, is a curious, and I be- 
lieve a novel circumstance.” — Weld, letter iv. > 

The Federal City (if it must be called a city) bas not been 
much increased since Mr. Weld visited it. Most of the 
public buildings which were then in some degree of for- 
wardness, have been since utterly suspended. The Hotel is 
already a ruin j a great part of its roof has fallen in, and the 
rooms are left to be occupied gratuitously by the miserable 
Scotch and Irish emigrants. The President’s House, 
very noble structure, is by no means suited to the philoso- 
phical humility of its present possessor, who inhabits but a 
c orher of the mansion himself, and abandons the rest to a 
' s tat* of uncleanly desolation, which those who are not philo- 
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And look, how soft in yonder radiant wave, 

The dying sun prepares his golden grave ! — 

Oh great Potowmac ! oh you banks of shade ! 

You mighty scenes, in Nature’s morning made. 
While still, in rich magnificence of prime, 

She pour’d her wonders, lavishly subbme, 

Nor yet had learu’d to stOop, with humbler care. 
From grand to soft, from wonderful to fair I 
Say, were your towering hills, your boundless floodsi 
Your rich savannas and majestic woods, 

Where bards should meditate and heroes rove. 

And woman charm and man deserve her love ! 

Oh ! was a world so bright but born to grace 
Its own half-organized, half-minded race'*' 

sophers cannot look at without regret. This grand edifice ii 
encircled by a very rude pale, through which a conunon 
rustic stile introduces the visitors 9 f Uie first man in Ame- 
rica. With respect to all that is within the house, I shall 
imitate the prudent forbearance of Herodotus, and say, 

T» i't if 

The private buildings exhibit the same characteristic dis- 
play of arrogant speculation and premature ruin, and the 
few ranges of bouses which were begun some years ago, 
have remained so long waste and unfinished, that they are 
now for the most part dilapidated. 

* The picture which BoTfoh and De Paow have drawn 
of the American Indian, though very humiliating, is, as 
far as 1 can judge, much more correct than the ilattering 
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Of weak barbarians, swarming o’er its breast, 

Like vermin gender’d on the lion’s crest ! 

Were none but brutes to call that soil their home, 
Where none but demi-gods should dare to roam ? 
Or worse, thou mighty world ! oh ! doubly worse. 
Did Heaven design thy lordly land to nurse 
The motley dregs of every distant clime, 

Each blast of anarchy and taint of crime 
Which Europe shakes from her perturbed sphere, 
In full malignity to rankle here ? 

But hush ! — observe that little mount of pines. 
Where the breeze murmurs and the fire-fly shines. 
There let thy fancy raise, in bold relief. 

The sculptured image of that veteran chief, * 

Who lost the rebel’s in the hero’s name. 

And stepp’d o’er prostrate loyalty to fame ; 

represcnialions wliich Mr. Jeffersoji has given us. See the 
Notes on f^irginia, where this gentleman cndcaTours to dis- 
prove in general the opinion maintained so strongly by some 
philosophers, that nature (as Mr. Jefferson expresses it) be- 
littles her productions in the western world. M. de Pauw 
attributes the imperfections of animal life in America to the 
ravages of a very recent deluge, from whose efl'ects upon its 
soil and atmosphere it has not yet sufficiently recovered. 
— Sec his Recherches sur les A^mericains, part. i. tom. i. 
p. loa. 

* On a small hill near the capitol, there is to be an eques- 
trian statue of General Washington. 
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Beneath whose sword Columbia’s patriot train 
Cast off their monarch , that their mob might reign ! 

How shall we rank thee upon Glory’s page ? 

Thou more than soldier and just less than sage ! 
Too form’d for peace to act a conqueror’s part, 

Too train’d in camps to learn a statesman’s art, 
Nature design’d thee for a hero’s mould, 

But, ere she cast thee, let the stuff grow cold ! 

* 

While warmer souls command, nay, make their 
fate. 

Thy fate made thee and forced thee to be great. 
Yet Fortune, who so oft, so blindly sheds 
Her brightest halo round the weakest heads. 
Found thee undazzled, tranquil as before. 

Proud to be useful, scorning to be more ; 

Less prompt at glory’s than at duty’s claim, — 
Renown the meed, but self-applause the aim ; 

All thou hast been reflects less fame on thee. 

Far less, than all thou hast forborne to be ! 

Now turn thine eye where faint the moonlight falls 
On yonder dome — and in those princely halls, 
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If thou canst hate, as, oh I that soul must hate, 
Which loves the virtuous and reveres the great, 
If thou canst loathe and execrate with me 
That Gallic garbage of philosophy, 

That nauseous slaver of these frantic times, 

With which false liberty dilutes heY crimes 1 

•t 

If thou hast got, within thy free-born breast. 

One pulse that beats more proudly thap the rest, 
^With honest scorn for that inglorious soul 
Which creeps and winds beneath a mob’s control. 
Which courts the rabble’s smile, thp rabble’s nod. 
And makes, like Egypt, every beast its god ! 
There, in those walls-^but, burning tongue, for- 
bear ! 

Rank must be reverenced, even the rank that’s 
there ; 

So here I pause — and now, my Hume ! wfe part ; 
But oh ! full oft, in piagic dreams of heart. 

Thus let us meet, and mingle converse dear 
By Thames at home, or by Pptowmac here ! . 
O’er lake and marsh, through levers and through 
fogs. 

Midst bears and yankees, democrats and frogs. 
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Thy foot shall follow me, thy heart and eyes 
With me shall wonder, and with me despise ! ♦ 
While I, as oft, in witching thought shall rove 
To thee, to friendship, and that land I love. 
Where, like the air that fans her fields of green. 

Her freedom spreads, unfever’d and serene ; 

Y^here sovereign man can condescend to «ee 
The throne and laws more sovereign stilf^han he ! 

*<1d the ferment 'which the French revolution excited among 
the democrats of America, and the licentious sympathy 'with 
which they shared in the wildest excesses of jacobinism, we 
may find one source of that vulgarity of vice, that hostility to 
all the graces of life, which distinguishes the present dema- 
gogues of the United States, and has become indeed too gene- ' 
rally the characteristic ^their countrymen . But there is auother 
Cause of the corruption of private morals, which, encouraged 
as it is by the government, and identified with the interests 
of the community, seems to threaten the decay of all honest 
principle in America. I allude to those fraudulent violations 
of neutrality to which they are indebted for the most lucrative 
part of their commerce, atjd by which they have so long in- 
fringed and counteracted the maritime rights and advantages 
of this country. This unwarrantable trade is necessarily 
abetted by such a system of collusion, imposture, and per- 
jury, as cannot fail to spread rapid contamination around it. 
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THE SNAKE. 
i8oi. 

Mt love and 1, the other day, 

Within a myrtle arbour lay. 

When near us, from a roSy bed, 

A little snake put forth its head. 

“ See, ” said the maid, with laughing eyes — 

“ Yonder the fatal emblem lies ! 

“ Who could expect such hidden harm 

“ Beneath the rose’s velvet charm ? ” 

• 

Never did moral thought occur 
In more unlucky hour than this ; 

For oh ! I just was leading her. 

To talk of love and think of bliss. 

I rose to kill the snake, but she 
In pity pray’d, it might not be. 

“ No,” said the girl — and many a spark 
Flash’d from her eyelid, as she said it — 

“ Under the rose, or in the dark, 

“ One might, perhaps, have cause to dread it ; 
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“ But when its wicked eyes appear, 

“ And when we know for what they wink so, 
“ One must be very simple, dear, 

‘ ‘ To let it sting one— don’t you think so ? ” 


LINES, 

WRITTEN ON LEAVING PHILADELPHIA. 


Tiff xaXif <piXate 

’Eifraf y»f. 

SoPHoci. OEdip. Colon. 


Alone by the* Schuylkill a wanderer roved, 

.And bright were its flowery banks to his eye ; 
But far, very far were tbe friends that he loved, 
.And he gazed on its flowery banks with a sigh ! 

Oh Nature ! though blessed and bright are thy 
rays. 

O’er the brow of creation enchantingly thrown. 
Yet faint are they all to the lustre that plays 
. In a smile from the heart that is dearly our own ! 
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Nor long did the soul of the stranger remain 
Unblest by the smile he had languish’d to meet ; 
Though scarce did he hope it would soothe him 
again, 

Till the -threshold of home had been kiss’d by 
his feet ! 

But the lays of his boyhood had stolen to their ear, 
And they loved what they knew of so humble 
a name. 

And they told him, with flattery welcome and dear. 
That they found in his heart something sweeter 
^ than fame 1 ' 

Nor did woman^ — oh woman ! whose form aQ<l ' 
whose soul 

Are tlie spell and the light of each path we 
, pursue ! 

Whether sunn’d in the tropics or chill’d at the pole^ 
If woman be there, there is happiness too ! 

Nor did she her enamouring magk deny. 

That magic his heart had relinquish’d so long. 
Like eyes he had loved was her eloquent eye, 

Like them did it soften and weep at bis song. 
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Oh I blest be the tear, and in memory oft 

May its sparkle be shed o’er his wandering 
dream ! 

Oh ! blest be that eye, and may passion as soft, 

As free from a pang, ever mellow its beam ! 

The stranger is gone— but he will not forget, 
When at home he shall talk of the toil he has 
known. 

To tell, with a sigh, what endearments he met. 
As lie stray’d by the wave of the Schuylkill 
. alone ! 


THE FALL OF HEBE. 

A DITHTBAMBIC ODE.* 

'Twas on a day 

When the immortals at their banquet Liy ; 

The bowl 

Sparkled with starry dew, 

The weeping of those myriad urns of light, 

Though I call this a Dithjrambic Ode, I cannot pre- 
same to say that it possesses, in any degree, the characteris- 
tics of that species of poetry. The nature of the ancient 
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Within whose orbs, the aliniglity Power, 

At Nature’s dawning hour, 

Dithyrambic is very imperfectly known. According to M. 
Burette, a licentious irregularity of metre, an extravagant re- 
search of thought and expression, and a rude embarrassed 
constmetion, are among its most distinguishing features. He 
adds, “ Ces caract^res des dityrambes sc font sentir k ceux 
qui lisent attentivement Ics odes de Pindare .” — Memoires de 
VAcad. vol. X. p. 3o6. And the same opinion may be col- 
lected from Schmidt’s Ditseitalion upon the subject. But 1 
think, if the Dithyrambics of Pindar were in our possession, 
we should find that, however wild and fanciful, they were 
by no means the tasteless jargon they arc rcprcsenUHl, and 
that even their irregularity was what Boile.\d calls “ un beau 
de'sordre.” Chiabhera, who has been styled the Pindar of 
Italy, and from whom all its poetry upon the Greek model 
was called Chiabrcresco (as Chesctmbeki informs us, lib.-i. 
cap. la), has given, amongst his endemmie, a Dithyrambic, 
“ all’ uso de’ Greci j ” it is full of those compound epithets 
which, we are told, were a chief character of the style 
«fi tTrtint. Sdid. ^ 

such as 

Briglindorato Pegaso 
Nubicalpestator. 

But 1 cannot suppose that Pindar, even amidst all the license 
ofdithyrambics, would ever have descended to ballad-language 
like the following : 

Bella Filli, e bella Clori 

Non piu dar pregio a tiie bellezze e taci, 

Che sc Bacco fa vezzi allc mic labbra 
Fo le fiche a’ vosiri baci. 

— — — esscr vorrei Coppier, 

E sc troppo desiro 
Deh fossi io Bottiglier. 

Kime del Chiabrlrx, part ii. p. 35a. 


Digitized by Google | 


AXD OTHER POEMS. 


'91 


Stored the rich fluid of ethereal soul. ! * 

Aroundy 

Soft odorous clouds, that upward wing their flight 
From eastern isles 

(Where they have Jbathed them in the orient ray, 

And with line fragrance all their bosoms fill’d), 

In circles flew, and, melting as they flew, 

A liquid day-break o’er the board distill’d ! 

All, all was luxury ! 

« 

All rpust be luxury, where Lyaeus smiles ! 

His locks divine 
Were crown’d 

With a bright meteor-braid. 

Which, like an ever-springing wreath of vine, 
Siiot into brilliant leafy shapes, 

And o’er His brow in lambent tendrils play’d ! 

While 'mid the foliage hung, 

* This is a Platonic fancy ; the philosopher supposes, in 
his Timeeus, that, when the Deity had formed the soul of 
the world, he proceeded to the composition of other souls j 
in which process, says Plato, he made use of the same cup, 
though the iugredients he mingled were not tpiite so pure as 
for the former ; and having refined the mixture with a little 
of his own essence, he distributed it among the stars, which 
served as reservoirs of the fluid. T«st* itsri tuu troArr tTti 
rs» wporijisr icpurtifct tr at rt/p ra prttpraf ictfttPPitr 

tftiryt X, T. A. 
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Like lucid grapes, 

A thousand clustering blooms of light, 

Cull’d from the gardens of the galaxy ! 

Upon his bosom Cytherea^s head 
Lay lovely, as when first the Syrens sung 
• Her beauty’s dawn. 

And all the curtains of the deep, undrawn, 
Reveal’d her sleeping in its azure bed. 

The captive deity 
Languish’d upon her eyes and lip. 

In chains of ecstacy ! 

Now in his arm, 

In blushes she reposed, 

And, while her zone resign’d its every charm. 
To shade his burning eyes her hand in dalliance 
stole. 

And now she raised her rosy moutli to sip 
The nectar’d wave 
Lyxus gave, 

And from her eyelids, gently closed, 

Shed a dissolving gleam. 

Which fell, like sun-dew, in the bowl ! 
While her bright hair, in mazy flow 
Of gold descending 
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Along her cheek’s luxurious glow, 

Waived o’er the goblet’s side, - 
And was reflected by its crystal tide 
Like a sweet crocus flower. 

Whose sunny leaves, at evening hour. 

With roses of.Cyrene blending, 

Hang o’er the mirror of a silver stream ! 

The Olympian cup * 

Burn’d in- the hands 

• Of dimpled Hebe, as she wing’d her feet 

• Up 

The. empyreal mount. 

To drain the soul-drops at their ^tellar fount;f * 
And still, 

As the resplendent rill 

Flamed o’er the goblet with a mantling heat, 
Her graceful care 

• • Would cool its heavenly fire 

* We learn from TBEOPBRASTnc, that the rosea of Gyrene 
were particalarly 'fragrant. Evtaftara r« tm *r Kopiffn 
p»ik. 

Heraclitus (Phy8icas)-held the soul to be a spark of the 
stellar essence. “ Scintilla stellaris essentix.”— MAcatfSins, 
in Somn. Scip. lib. J. cap. 14. 
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In gelid waves of snowy-feather’d aif, 

Such as the children of the pole respire, 

In those enchanted lands , 

Wliere life is all a spring and north winds never 
blow ! 

But oh I , • 

Sweet Hebe, what a tear - 
And what a blush were thine, 

When, as tlie breath of every Grace 
Wafted thy fleet career 
Along tlie studded sphere, • 

• * The country of the Hyperboreans ; they were supposed 
to be placed so far north that the north wind could not 
effect them ^ they lived longer than any other mortals ^ passed 
their whole time A music and dancing, etc. etc. Bnt the 
most extravagant fiction related of them is that to which the 
two lines preceding allude. It was imagined that instead of 
our vulgar atmosphere, the Hyperboreans breathed nothing 
but feathers! According to Hevodotds andPLiHX, this idea 
was suggested by the quantity of snow which was observed 
.to "fall in those regions 5 thus the former ; Tas wripoc 
Tt/v SxitS'scf ri mm ruf 7r$fi«tKHe 

ieittai Afytn* — Hekodot. lib. iy. cap. 3i. Ovid tells the 
fable otherwise. See Metamorph. lib. xv. 

Mr. O’Hallorao, and some olhev Irish Antiquarians, have 
Iteen-at greet expense of learning to prove that the strange 
country, where they took snow for feathers, was Ireland, and 
that the famous Abaris was an Irish Druid. Mr. Rowland, 
however, will have it, that Abaris was a Welshman, and that 
his name is only a corruption of Ap Rees ! 
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With a rich cup for.Joye himself to driuk, 

Some star, tiiat |;litter’d in the way, 

Raising its amorous 'head 
To 'kiss so exquiate a tread, 

Check’d thy impatient pace ! • 

And all Heaven’s host of eyes 
Saw those luxuriant beauties sink 
In lapse of loveliness, along the azure skies 
Upon whose starry plain they lay. 

Like a young blossom on our meads of gold. 

Shed from a vernal thorn 
Amid ^e liquid sparkles of the morn ! 

Or, as im temples of the Paphian shade. 

The myttled votaries of the queen behold 
An image of their rosy idol, laid 
Upon a diamond shrinei 
The wanton wind. 

Which had pursued the flying fair, 

* 1 believe if is Servuis who mentions ibis unlucky trip 
which Hebe made in her occupation of cup-bearer j and 
Hoffman tells it after him ; “ Cum Hebe pocula Jovi admi- 
nistrans, perque lubricum minus caut& incedeos, cecidisset, ■ 
revolutisque vestibus” — in short, she fell in a very awkward 
manner, and though (as the Encyclope’distcs think) it would 
have amused Jove at any other time, yet, as he happened to 
be out of temper on that day, the poor girl was dismissed from 
her employment. 
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4nd sweetly twined 
Its- spirit with the breathing rings 
• Of her ambrosial hair, 

Soar’d as she fell, and on its ruffling wings ’ 
(OhVariton wind !) 

Wafted tlie robe whose sacred flow 
Shadow’d her kindling charms of snow, 

Pui^, as an Eleusinian veil 
Hangs o’er the mysteries ! '•' 

♦ * • * * 

* the brow of Juno flush’d — 

Love bless’d the breeze ! • 

The Muses blush’d, ^ ' 

•And every cheek was hid behind ’a lyre. 

While every eye was glancing through the strings. 
Drops of ethereal dew. 

That burning gush’d. 

As the great goblet flew 
From Hebe’s pearly flngeis through the sky 1 

The arcane symbols of this ceremony were deposited in 
the cista, where they lay religiously concealed from the eyes 
of the profane. They were generally carried in the procession 
by an ass ; and hence the proverb, which one may so often 
apply in the world, “ asinns portat mysteria.” — See the Di- 

('ific'Ae^fltion, book ii. sect.4- 
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Wfjo was the’ spirit that remember’d Man 
■ In that voluptuous hour ? 

And with a wing of Love 
Brush’d off your scatter’d tears, 

■ As o’er the spangled Heaven they ran, 

And sent them floating to our orb below?"” 
Essence of immortality ! 

The shower 

Fell glowing through the splieres, . 

While all around, new tints of bliss, 

New perfume's of delight, , 

Enrich’d its radiant flow I 
Now, with a humid kiss, 

It thrill’d aldng the beamy wire 
Of Heaven’s illumined lyre, f 

^ In the Geoponica, lib. ii. cap. i^. there is a fable some- 
-vyhat like this descent of'the nectar to earth. .£i> 'rmt 

Btoit %r»uxu(*.tun^ luci rv ftKr»f«s flraAAv ^icpttxufciftty 
mietrxdfTtiTBU Til Ep0Ttt xm avwtinti rw irripm 

TH KpttT$ip«e Tii» xmi pt$f tturat’ r« ^ 

rtKTMp «r T(» y<f» *. T. A." — See Autor. de Re 

Rust, edit. Cantab. 1704. • • - ' 

-f- The constellation Lyra. The astrologers attribute great 
virtues to this sign in ascendenti, which are enumerated by 
PoNTANO, in his Urania ; * 

Ecce novem cuna pectine chordas ^ 

Emodulans, mulcet que novo vaga sidcra cantu. 

Quo capue nascentum animx concordia dq,cnnt 
Pectora„Ctc. 
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Stealing the soul of music in its flight ! 

And now, amid the breezes bland 
That whisper from the planets as they roH, 

The bright libation, softly fann’d 
By all tlieir sighs, meandering stole ! 

They who, from Atlas’ height, 

Beheld the rill .of flame 
Descending through the waste of night. 
Thought 'twas a planet whose stupendous frame 
Had kiddled as it rapidly revolved 
Around its fervid axle, and dissolved 
' Into a flood so bright ! 

The child of day. 

Within his twilight bower. 

Lay sweetly sleeping 
On the flush’d bosom of a lotos-flower ; 

The Egyptrans repreiented the dawq of day by a yoang 
boy seated upon a lotos. Etri Atywrui laiptttcttf 
ttfttraXtif rts'yssi* iti 

PliTtarcb. tv ftti Xftir tftfitrf. See also his 

treatise de lad. et Osir. Observing that the lotos showed its 
head above water at sun>-rise, and sank again at his setting, 
they . conceived the idea of consecrating it to Osiris, or the sun. 

This symbol of a youth sitting upon a lotos, is very frequent 
on the Abraxascs, or Basilidian stones.— Sec Mobtfaucob, 
tom.-ii. planche i58, and the Supplement, etc. tom. ii. lib. vii. 
chap. 5. * . . 
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When round him, in profusion weeping, 
Dropp’d the celestial shower. 

Steeping 

The rosy clouds that curl’d * 

About his infant head. 

Trike myrrh upon the locks of Cupid shed ! - 
But, when the waking boy 
Waved his exhaling tresses through the sky, 

O morn of joy ! 

The tide divine, 

All glittering with the vermeil dye 
It drank beneath his orient eye, 

Distill’d in dews upon the world. 

And every drop was wine, was heavenly wine ! 

4 

Blest be the sod, the flow’ret blest. 

That caught upon their hallow’d brea^ 

The nectar’d spray of Jove’s perennial springs -! 

. Less sweet the flow’ret, and less sweet the sod. 
O’er which the Spirit qf the rainbow flings 
The magic mantle of her solar god ! 

* Thp ancients esceemed those'flowers and trees the sweet- 
est upon which the rainbow had appeared to rest; and the 
wood they chiefly burned in sacrifices, w^ that which ^tiie 
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That wrinkle, when first I espied it, 

At once put my heart out of jjain, 

Till the eye that was glowing beside it 
Disturb’d my ideas again ! 

Thou art just in tjie twilight at present. 

When woman’s declension begins. 

When, fading from all that is pleasant, 

She bids a good night to her sins ! 

• 

Yet thou still art so lovely to me, 

I would sooner, my exquisite mother ! 

Repose in the sun-set of thee 

Than bask in the noon of another ! 

* • 

smile of Iris had consecrayjd. — Plutarch. Sjrmpos. lib. iv. 
cap. a. where (as Vossibs remarks) xuntn, instead of x«(AV0t, 
is undoubtedly the genuine reading.— See Vossms, for some 
curious particularities of the rainbow, De Origin, et Pro- 
gre.fs. fdololat. lib. iii. cap. i3. ’ 
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• . ANACREONJIC. 

“ She never look’d so kind before — 

“ Yet w;hy the wanlon’s smile recal ? 

“ I’ve seen this witchery o’er and o’er, 

“ 'Tis hollow, vain, and heartless all !” 

Thus I said, and, sighing, sipp’d 

The wine which she had lately tasted ; 

The cup where^she had lately dip|fd 
Breath, so long in falsehood wasted. 

I took the harp, and would have sung 
As if ’twere not of her I sang ; 

But still the notes on Lamia hung — 

On whom but Lamia could they lulng ? 

That kiss for which, if worlds were mine, 

A world for every kiss I’d g'ye her ; 

Those floating eyes, that floating shine 

Like diamonds in an eastern river ! 

• 

That mould, so fine, so pearly briglit, 

Of which luxurious* Heaven hath cast her. 
Through which her,^dul doth beam as white 
As flame through l&inps of alabaster I . 

9 * 
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Of these I sung, and notes and wor^s 
Were sweet as if 'twas Lamia’s hair 

That lay upon my lute for choMs, 

And Lamia’s lip that warbled there I 

But when, alas ! I turn’d the theme, 

And when of vows and oaths I spoke, 

Of truth and hope’s beguiling dream — • 

The chord beneath my finger broke ! 

False harp ! false woman 1 — such, ph ! such 
Are lutes too frail and maids too willing ; 

Every hand’s licentious touch 

Can learn to wake their wildest thrilling ! 

And when that thrill is most awake. 

And when you think Heaven’s joys await you. 

The nymph will change, the chord will break — 
Oh Love , oh Music ! how I hate you ! 


TO MRS. 

ON SOME CALUMNIES AGAINST HER CHARACTER. 

Is not thy mind a gentle mind? 

Is not thy heart a heart refined ? 
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Hast thou not every blameless grace, 

That man should love or Heaven can trace ? 

And oh ! art thou a shrink for Sin 

To hold her hateful worship in ? , 

• 

No, no, be happy — dry that tear — 

Tliough some thy heart hath harbour’d near 
May now repay its love vith blame ; 

Though man, who ought to shield thy fame, 
Ungenerous man, be first to wound thee ; 

Though the whole world may freeze around thee, 
Oh ! thou’lt be like^that lucid tear* 

Which, bright, within the crystal’s sphere 
In liquid purity was found, . 

Though' all had grown congeal’d around ; 

Floating in frost, it mock'd the chill. 

Was pure, was soft, waS brilliant still ! 

♦ This alludes to a curious gem, upon which Claudian has 
left us some pointless epigraios. It was a drop of pure waieV 
inclosed within a piece of crystal. — Sec Claudiah. Epigram^ 
de Chrystallo cut aqua inerat. Ad'diso!I mentions a curi- 
osity of this kind at Milan ^ he also says, “It is such a rarity* 
as this that I saw at Vendome in France, which. they there ' 
pretend is a tear tliat o^jr Saviour shed over Laaarus, and was 
gathered up by an angel, who put it in a litde crystal vial and 
made a present of it to Mary Magdalen. ” — Annisba’s Re- 
marks on several Parts of Italy. ' 
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HYMN OF A VIRGIN OF DELPHI, 

* • 

AT THE TOMB OF HER MOTHER. 

Oh ! lost, for ever lost ! — no more 
. Shall Vesper light our dewy way 
Along the rocks of Crissa’s shore, 

To hymn the fading ftres of day ! 

No nlore to Tempi’s distant vale 
In holy musings shall we roam, 

Through summer’s glow and winter’s gale, 
To’bear the mystic chaplets home ! 

’Twas then my soul’s expanding zeal. 

By Nature warm’d and led by thee, 

In every breeze was taught to feel 
Thb breathings of a deity ! 

* The laurel, for the common uses of the temple, for adorn- 
ing the altars and sweeping the pavement, was supplied by a 
tree near the fountain of Castaliaj hut upon all important 
occasions, they sent to Tempri for their laurel. We find in 
Papsanias, that this valley supplied the branches of which 
the temple.vvas originally constructed; and Plutarch says, in 
his Dialogue on Music, “The youth^who brings the Tempic 
laurel to Delphi is always attended by a player on the flute.” 
AAA<« fiffS TO) KUTCCKOftt^OlTl tij* TtfcsFixn* 

ttf At?^(Pifr TTtcpoftetpTft <te»A»?Tflr. . 
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Guide of my heart ! to memory tr«e, 

Thy looks, thy words, are still my own — 
I see thee raising from the dew 

Some laurel, by the wind o’erthrown. 
And hear thee say, “ This humble bough 
“ Was planted for a doom divine, 

“ And, though it weep in languor now, 
‘■‘’Shall flourish on the Delphic shrine ! 

“ Thus in the vale of earthly sense, • . 

“ Though sunk awhile the spirit lies, 

“ A viewless hand shall cull it thence, 

“ To bloom immortal in the slties !” ' ' 

• • 

Thy words had such a melting flow, 

» 

And spoke of truth so sweetly well. 

They dropp’d like Heaven’s serenest snow. 
And all was brightness where they fell ! 
Fond soother of my infant tear ! 

Fopd sharer of my infant joy ! 

Is not thy shade still lingering here ? 

Ain I not still thy soul’s employ ? 

And oh ! as oft at close of day. 

When meeting on the sacred mouiit. 
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Our nymphs awaked the choral lay, 

And danced around Cassotis’ fount ; 

As then, ’twas all thy wish and care 
That mine should be the simplest mien 
My lyre and voice the sweetest there, 

. My foot the lightest o’er the green ; 

So still, each little grace to mould, • 
Around my form thine eyes are shed. 
Arranging every snowy fold. 

And guiding every mazy tread ! 

And, when I lead the hymning ch0ir, 

Thy spirit still, unseen and free. 

Hovers between my lip and lyre, 

And weds them into harmony ! 

Flow, Plistus, flow, thy murmuring wave 
Shall never drop its silvery tear 
Upon so pure, so blest a grave, 

To memory so divinely dear I 
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RINGS AND SEiiLS. 


'SlrTTt^ Tit <piX>ift»T», 

. Achilles Tatius, lib. ii. 


« • 

“ Gol” said the angry, weeping maid, 

“ The charm is broken !— once betray’d, 

“ Oh ! never can my heart rely 
“ On word or look, on oath or sigh. 

“ Take back the gifts, so sweetly given, 

“ With promised faith and vows to Heaven ; 
“ That little ring which, night and morn, 

“ With wedded truth my hand hath worn ; 
“ That seal which oft, in moments blest, 

“ Thou hast upon my lip imprest, 

“ An’d sworn its dewy spring should be 
“ A fountain seal’d for only thee ! 


* “There are gardens, supposed to be those of King Solo- 
mon, in the neighbourhood of Bethlehem. The friars show 
a fountain, which they say is the ’‘scaled fountain* to- which 
the holy spouse in the Canticles is compared ; and they pre- 
tend a tradition, that Solomon shut up these springs and put 
his signet upon the door, to keep them for his own drinking." 
— MAtJSDaELL’s Travels. See also the Notes to Mr. Goon’s 
Translation of the Song of Solomon. 
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“ Take, take them back, the gift and vow, 

“ All sullied, lost and hateful now !” 

• 

I took the ring — the seal I took, 

While, oh ! her every tear and look 
Were such as angels look and shed, 

When man is by the world nfisled ! 

Gently I whisper’d, “ Fanny, dear ! 

“ Not half thy lover’s gifts are here ; 

“ Say, where are all the seals he gave 

• 

“ To every ringlet’s jetty wave, 

“ And where is, every one he printed. 

“ Upon that lip so ruby-tinted — 

“ Seals of the purest gem of bliss, ' 

“ Oh ! richer, softer, far than this ! 

“ And then the ring — my love ! recal 
“ How many rings, debcious all, 

“_His arms aroimd that neck hath twisted, 
“ Twining warmer far than this did ! 

“ Where are they all, so sweet, so many ? 

“ Oh ! dearest, give back all, if any !” 

While thus I murmur’d, trembling too 
Lest all the nymph had vow'd was true, 


AND OTHER POEMS. 


.209 


I saw a smile relentidg rise' 

’Mid the moist azure of her eyes, 

Like day-light o’er a sea of blue 
While yet the air i^dim with dew ! • 
She let her cheek repose on mine, 

She let my arms around her twine — 
Oh ! who can tell the bliss one feels 
In thus exchanging rings and seals ! 


TO MISS SUSAN B CKF 0. 

ON HER SINGING. 

I MORE than once have heard, at night, 

A song like those thy lips have given. 

And it was sung by shapes of light, 

Who seem’d, like thee, to breathe of Heaven ! 

But this was all .a 'dream of sleep. 

And I have said, when 'morning shone, 

“ Oh ! why should fairy Fancy keep 
“ These wonders for herself alone?” 

I knew hot then that Fate had lent 
Such toites to one of mortal birth ; 
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I knew not then that Heaven had sent 
A voice, a form, like thine on earth ! 

And yet, in all that flowery maze 

Through which my life has loved to tread, 
When I have heard the sweetest lays 

f • 

From lips of dearest lustre shed ; 

When I have felt the warbled word 
From beauty’s mouth of perfume sighing. 
Sweet as music’s hallow’d bird 
Upon a rose’s bosom lying ! 

Though form and song at once combined 
Their loveliest bloom and softest thrill. 

My heart hath sigh’d, my heart hath pined 
For something softer, lovelier still ! 

Oh ! -I have found it all, at last. 

In thee, thou sweetest, living lyre. 
Through which the soul hath ever pass’d 
Its harmonizing breath of Are ! 

All that my best' and wildest dream, 

In Fancy’s hour, could hear or see 
Of music’s sigh or beauty’s beam. 

Are realized, at once, in thee I 
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• LINES 

WHITTEN AT THE COHOS, OR FALLS OF THE 
MOHAWK RITER.'*' 


BRA IN LOCO OVE s’CDlA 'l RIMBOMBO 
dbll’ ACQOA DaRTR. 


From rise of morn till set of sun 
I’ve seen the mighty Mohawk run, 

And as I mark’d the woods of pine . 

Along his mirror darkly shine, 

Like tall and gloomy forms that pass 
Before the wizard’s midnight glass ; 

And as 1 view’d the hurrying pace 
Witli which he ran his turbid race, 

* • 

* There is a dreary and savage character in the country 
immediately above these falls, which is much more in har- 
mony with the wildness of such a scene, than the cultivated 
lands in the neighbourhood of Niagara. See the drawing of 
them in Mr. Weld’s book. According tA him, the perpendi- 
cular height of the Cohos Fall is fifty f<^t ; but the Marquis 
de Chastcllux makes It seventy-six. 

The fine rainbow, which is continualljr forming and dis- 
solving as the spray rises into the light of the sun, is perhaps 
the'most interesting beauty which these wonderful cataracts 
exhibit. 
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Rushing, alike untired and wild, 

Through shades that frown’d and flowers that 

^ smiled, ' * 

Flying by every green recess 

That woo’d him to its calm caress. 

Yet, sometimes turning trith the wind, 

As if to leave one look behind ! 

Oh ! I have thought, and thinking sigh’d—^ 

, ' How like to thee, thou restless tide ! 

May be the lot, the life of him, 

Who roams along thy water’s brim I 

• Through what alternate shades of woe 

And flowers of joy my path may go ! , 

* How many an humble, still retreat * * 

May rise to court my weary feet. 

While still pursuing, still unblest, 

I wander on, nor dare to rest ! 

But, urgent as the doom that calls 

Thy water to its destined falls, 

1 see the world’s -bewildering force * . 

Hurry my heart’s-devoted course 

From lapse to lapse, till life be done,. 

And the lost current cease to run 1 

• • 
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Oh ! may my falls be bright as thine I 
May Heaven’s forgiving rainbow shine 
Upon the mist that circles me, 

As soft as now it hangs o’er thee ! 


CLORIS AND FANNY. 

Cloris ! if I were Persia’s king, 

I’d make my graceful qudfen of thee ; 
While Fanny, wild and artless thing, 
Should but thy humble handmaid be. 

There is but one objection in it — 

That, verily, I’m much afraid 
I should, in some unlucky minute. 
Forsake the mistress for the maid ! 


TO MISS . 

With woman’s form Snd woman’s tricks 
So much of man you seem to mix. 
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One knows not where to take you : 

I pray you, if ’tis not too far. 

Go, ask of Nature which you are. 

Or what she meant th make you. 

Yet stay — you need not take the pains — 
With neither beauty, youth, nor brains 
For man or maid’s desiring ; 

Pert as female, fool as male, 

^s boy too green, as girl too stale — 

The thing’s not worth inquiring ! 


TO . 

oir BEB ASBIKG BLE TO AODKESS A POEM TO nER. 


SINE VEHERE FRIGET APOLLO. 

/Egid. MenagilU. 

How can I sing of fragrant sighs 
I ne’er have felt from thee ? 

How can I sing of smiling eyes 
That ne’er have smiled on Mb ? 
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The heart, 'tis true, may fancy mucb, 

But, oh ! ’tis cold and seeming — 

One moment’s reil, Rapturous touch 
Is worth an age of dreWing ! 

Think’st thou, when Juua’s lip and breast 
Inspired 'my youthful tongue, 

1 coldly spoke of lips unprest. 

Nor felt the HeaveivI sung? 

No, no, the spell that warm’d so long 
Was still my Jdlia’s kiss, 

And still the girl was paid in song 
Wh%t she had given in bliss ! 

Then beam one burning smile on me. 
And 1 will sing those eyes ; 

Let me but feel a breath from thee. 

And I will praise thy sighs. 

That rosy mouth alone can bring 
. What makes the bard divine — 

Oh, Lady ! how my lip would sing. 

If once ’twere prest to thine ! 
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SONG 

OF THE EVIL SPIRIT OF THE WOODS. * 


QUA VIA DIFFICILIS, QUAQUE EST VIA HULLA 

Ovid. Meta'm. lib. iii. v. 227. • 


Now the .vapour, hot and damp, • 

Shed by day’s expiring lamp. 

Through the misty ether spreads 
Every ill the white man dreads t 
Fiery fever’s thirsty thrill, 

Fitful ague’s shivering chill ! 

• • 

• 

Hark ! I hear the traveller’s song, 

As he winds the woods along, 

Christian ! ’tis the song of fear ; 

Wolves are round thee, night is ne^, 

And the wild, thou darest to roam — 

Oh ! 'twas once the Indian’s home ! t 

* The idea of ihis poem occurred to me in passing through 
"the very dreary wilderness between Batavia, a new settle- 
ment in the midst of the woods, and the little village of Bnf- 
falo upon Lake Erie. This is th^most fatiguing part of the 
route, in travelling through the Genesee country to' Niagara. 

-j- “ The Five Confederated Nations (of Indians) were settled 
along the banks of the Susquehannah and the adjacent coun- 
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Hither, sprites, who love to harm, 
Wheresoe’er you work your charm, 

By the creeks, or by the brakes. 

Where the pale witch feeds her snakes, 
And the cayman* loves to creep. 
Torpid, to his wintry sleep : 

Where the bird of carrion flits. 

And the shuddering murderer sits f 
Lone beneath a roof of blood, 

Wliile upon his poison’d food. 

From the corpse of him he slew. 

Drops the chill and gory dew ? 


try, until the year 1779, when General Sullivan, with an army 
of 4,000 men, drove them from their country to Niagara, where, 
being obliged to live on salted provisions, to which they were 
unaccustomed, great numbers of them died. Two hundred 
' of them, it is said, were buried in one grave, where they had 
encamped.” — Morse's American Geography. 

* The alligator, who is supposed to lie in a torpid state all 
the winter in the bank of some creek or pond, having pre- 
. viously swallowed a large number of pine-knots, which are 
his only sustenance during the time. 

f This was the ntode of punishment for murder (as Father 
Cbaelevoix tells ns) among the Hnrons. “ They laid the dead 
body upon poles at the top of a cabin, and the murderer was 
obliged to remain several days together, and to receive all 
that dropped from the carcass, not only on himself but on 
his food.” 
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Hither bend you, turn you hither 
Eyes that blast and wings that wither ! 

Cross the wandering Christian’s way, 

Lead him, ere the glimpse of day, 

Many a mile of maddening error 
Through the maze of night and terror. 

Till the morn behold him lying 
O’er the damp earth, pale and dying ! 

Mock him, when his eager sight 
Seeks the cordial cottage-light ; 

Gleam then like the lightning-bug. 

Tempt him to the den that’s dug 
For the foul and famish’d brood 
Of the she-wolf, gaunt for blood I 
Or, unto the dangerous pass 
O’er the deep and dark morass. 

Where the trembling Indian brings 
Belts of porcelain, pipes, and rings. 

Tributes, to be hung in air 
To the Fiend presiding there ! ♦ 

* “ We find also collars of porcelain, tobacco, ears of 
maize, skins, etc. by the side of difficult and dangerous wavs, 
on rocks, or by tbe side of the falls ^ and these are so many 
oflerings made to the spirits which preside in these places.” 
— See Charlevoix’s Letter on the Traditions and the Reli- 
gion of the Savages of Canada. 

Father HEititEPiR, too, mentions this ceremony^ he also says. 
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Then, when night’s long labour past, 
Wilder’d, faint he falls at last. 

Sinking where the causeway's edge 
Moulders in the slimy sedge. 

There let every noxious thing 
Trail its 6lth and fix its sting ; 

Let the bull-toad taint him over. 
Round him let musquitoes hover, 

In his ears and eye-balls tingling. 

With his blood their poison mingling, 
TiU, beneath the solar fires, 

Rankling all, the wretch expires ! 


TO MRS. HENRY T-GHE, 

ON READING HER “ PSYCHE.” 

i8oa. 

Tell me the witching tale again. 

For never has my heart or ear 
Hung on so sweet, so pure a strain. 

So pure to feel, so sweet to hear ! 

“ We took notice of one barbarian, who made a kind of 
sacrihce upon an oak at the Cascade of St. Antony of Padua, 
upon the river Mississippi.** — See HEifREPiN’s Voyage into 
J^Torth America. 
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Say, Love ! in all thy spring of fame, 

"When the high Heaven itself was thine ; 

When piety confess’d the flame. 

And even thy errors were divine I 

Did ever Muse’s hand, so fair, 

A glory round thy temple spread ? 

Did ever lip’s ambrosial air 

Such perfume o’er thy altars shed ? 

One maid there was, who round her lyre 
The mystic myrtle wildly wreathed—^ 

But all her sighs were sighs of Are, 

The myrtle wither’d as she breathed ! 

Oh ! you that Love’s celestial dream 
In all its purity would know, 

Let not the senses’ ardent beam 

Too strongly through the vision glow ! 

Love sweetest lies concead’d in night, 

The night where Heaven has bid him lie ; 

Oh ! shed not there unhallow’d light. 

Or, Psyche knows, the boy will fly ! 

* See the story in Apcleius. With respect to this beautiful 
allegory of Love and Psyche, there is an ingenious idea sug- 
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Dear Psyche ! many a charmed hour, 

Through many a wild and magic waste, 

To the fair fount and blissful bower^ 

Thy mazy foot my soul hath traced ! 

Where’er thy joys are number'd now. 

Beneath whatever shades of rest. 

The Genius of the starry brow f 

Has chain’d thee to thy Cupid’s breast ; 

gested by the senator Booh abotti, in his Osservazioni sopra 
alcuni frammenti di i>asi antichi. He thinks the fable is 
taken from some very occult mysteries, which had long been 
celebrated in honour of Love; and he accounts, upon this 
supposition, for the silence of the more ancient authors upon 
the subject, as it was not till towards the decline of Pagan 
superstition that writers could venture to reveal or discuss 
such ceremonies; accordingly, he observes, we find Lucian 
and Plutarch treating, without resert'e, of the Dea Syiia, and 
Isis and Osiris ; and Apdleius, who has given us the story of 
Cupid and Psyche, has also detailed some of the mysteries of 
Isis. — See the Giornale di Litterati d’ Italia, tom. xxvii. 
articol. i . See also the Observations upon the ancient Gems 
in the Museum Florentinum, vol. i. p. i56. 

I cannot avoid remarking here an error into which the 
French Encyclopc'distes have been led by M. Spon, in their 
article Psyche. They say, “ Petron fait un rccil de la pompe 
nuptiale de ces deux amans (Amour et Psych^. Ddjli, dit-il,” 
etc. etc. The Psyche of Petrohios, however, is a servant- 
maid, and the marriage which he describes is that of the 
yonng Pannychis. See Spoh’s Reiherches eurieuses, etc. 
dissertat. 5. 

* Allusions to Mrs. T-ghe’s poem. 

•j- Constancy. 
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Whether above the horizon dim, 

Along whose verge our spirits stray 
(Half sunk within the shadowy brim, 
Half brighten’d by the eternal ray), * 

Thou risest to a cloudless pole !‘ 

Or, lingering here, dost love to mark 
The twilight walk of many a soul 
Through sunny good and evil dark ; 

Still be the song to Psyche dear. 

The song, whose dulcet tide was given 
To keep her name as fadeless here 
As nectar keeps her soul in Heaven ! 


IMPROMPTU, 

UPON LEAVING SOME FRIENDS. 

O OOLCE8 COMITCM VALETE COETUS ! 

Catullus. 


No, never shall my soul forget 
The friends I found so cordial-hearted ; 

* By this image the Platonitts expressed the middle state of 
the soul between sensible and intellectual existence. 
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Dear shall be the day we met, 

And dear shall be the night we parted ! 

Oh ! if regrets, however sweet. 

Must with the lapse of time decay. 

Yet still, when thus in mirth you meet. 

Fill high to him that’s far away ! 

. Long be the flame of memory found 
Alive within your social glass, 

Let that be still the magic round 
O’er which oblivion dares not pass ! 
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THE HONOURABLE W. R. SPENCER. 
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TO 


THE HONOURABLE W. R. SPENCER. 


NEC VEHIT AD DDROS MDSA VOCATA GETAS. 

Ovid, ex Panto, lib. i. ep. 5. 


FKOM BUFFALO, UPON LAKE ERIE. 

Thou oft hast told me of the fairy hours 
Thy heart has number’d, in those classic bowers 
Where fancy sees the ghost of ancient wit 
’Mid cowls and cardinals profanely flit, 

And pagan spirits, by the Pope unlaid, 

Haunt every stream and sing through every shade ! 
There still the bard, who (if his numbers be 
His tongue’s light echo), must have talk’d like thee, 
The courtly bard, from whom thy mind has caught 
Those playful, sunshine holidays of thought. 

In which the basking soul reclines and glows. 
Warm without toil and brilliant in repose. 

There still he roves, and laughing loves to see 
How modern monks with ancient rakes agree ; 
How mitres hang where ivy wreaths might twine, 
.4nd heathen Massic’s damn’d for stronger wine I 
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There loo are all those wandering souls of song 
With whom thy spirit hath communed so long, 
Whose rarest gems are every instant hung 
* By memory’s magic on thy sparkling tongue. 
But here, alas ! by Erie’s stormy lake, 

As far from thee my lonely course I take. 

No bright remembrance o’er the fancy plays. 

No classic dream, no star of other days 
Has left that visionary glory here. 

That relic of its light, so soft, so dear. 

Which gilds and hallows even the rudest scene. 
The humblest shed, where genius once has been ! 


All that creation’s varying mass assumes 
Of grand or lovely, here aspires and blooms ; 

Bold rise the mountains, rich the gardens glow, 
Bright lakes expand, and conquering ♦ rivers flow ; 

* This epithet was suggested by Chaklevoix’s striking de- 
scription of the confluence of the Missouri with the Missis- 
sippi : — “ I believe this is the finest confluence in the world. 
The two rivers are much of the same breadth, each about half 
a league ; but the Missouri is by far the most rapid, and seems 
to enter the Mississippi like a conqueror, through which it 
carries its white waves to the opposite shore without mixing 
them : afterwards it gives its colour to the Mississippi, which 
it never loses again, but carries quite down to the sea.” — 
Letter xxvii. 
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Mind, mind alone, without whose quickening ray, 
The world’s a wilderness, and man but clay. 
Mind, mind alone, in barren, still repose. 

Nor blooms, nor rises, nor expands, nor flows ! 
Take Christians, Mohawks, Democrats, and all 
From the rude wig-wam to the congress-hall, 
From man the savage, whether slaved or free. 

To man the civilized, less tame than he I 
’Tis one dull chaos, one unfertile strife 
Betwixt half-polish’d and half-barbarous life ; 
Where every ill the ancient world can brew 
Is mix'd with every grossness of the new ; 

Where all corrupts, though little can entice, 

And nothing’s known of luxury, but vice ! 

Is this the region, then, is this the clime 
For golden fancy ! for those dreams sublime. 
Which all their miracles of light reveal 
To heads that meditate and hearts that feel ? 

No, no — the Muse of inspiration plays 
O’er every scene ; she walks the forest-maze, 

And climbs the mountain ; every blooming spot 
Burns with her step, yet man regards it not I 
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She whispers round, her words are in the air, 

But lost, unheard, they linger freezing there. 
Without one breath of soul, divinely strong. 

One ray of heart to thaw them into song ! 

Yet, yet forgive me, oh you sacred few ! 

Whom late by Delaware’s green banks I knew ; 
Whom, known and loved through many a social 
eve, 

’Twas bliss to live with, and ’twas pain to leave ! 
Less dearly welcome were the lines of yore 
The exile saw upon the sandy shore, 

When his lone heart but faintly hoped to find 
One print of man, one blessed stamp of mind ! 

In the society of Mr. Dennie and his friends, at Philadel- 
phia, I passed the few agreeable moments which my tour 
through the States afforded me. Mr. Dennie has succeeded 
in difinsing through this elegant little circle that love for good 
literature and sound politics, which he feels so xealously him- 
self, and which is so very rarely the characteristic of his coun- 
trymen. They will not, I trust, accuse me of illiberality for 
the picture which I have given of the ignorance and corrup- 
tion th&t surround them. If I did not hate, as I ought, the 
rabble to which they are opposed, I could not value, as I do, 
the spirit with which they defy it ; and in learning from them 
what Americans can be, I bnt see with the more indignation 
what Americans are. 
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Less dearly welcome than the liberal zeal, 

The strength to reason, and the warmth to feel. 

The manly polish and the illumined taste, 

Which, ’mid the melancholy, heartless waste 
My foot has wandered, oh you sacred few ! 

I found by Delaware’s green banks with you. 

Long may you hate the Gallic dross that runs 
O’er your fair country and corrupts its sons ; 

Long love the arts, the glories which adorn 
Those fields of freedom, where your sires were 
born. 

Oh ! if America can yet be great. 

If, neither chain’d by choice, nor damn’d by fate 
To the mob-mania which iinbrutes her now, 

• I 

She yet can raise the bright but temperate brow 

Of single majesty, can grandly place i 

An empire’s pillar upon Freedom’s base, ^ 

Nor fear the mighty shaft will feebler prove ' ' 

For the fair capital that flowers above I — 

If yet, released from all that vulgar throng, ’ -f- j 

So vain of dullness and so pleased with wrong. 

Who hourly teach her, like themselves, to hide 
Folly in froth, and barrenness in pride. 


Bigitized by 


23a 


EPISTLES, ODES, 


She yet can rise, can wreathe the attic charms 
Of soft refinement round the pomp of arms. 

And see her poets flash the fires of song. 

To light her warriors’ thunderbolts along ! 

It is to you, to souls that favouring Heaven 
Has made like yours, the glorious task is given — 
Oh I but for suchy Columbia’s days were done ; 
Rank without ripeness, (juicken’d without sun. 
Crude at the surface, rotten at the core. 

Her fruits would fall, before her spring were o’er ! 

Believe me, Spencer, while I wing’d the hours 
Where Schuylkill -undulates through banks of 
flowers. 

Though few the days, the happy evenings few. 

So warm with heart, so rich with mind they flew. 
That my full soul forgot its wish to roam. 

And rested there, as in a dream of home ! 

And looks I met, like looks I loved before. 

And voices too, which, as they trembled o’er 
The chord of memory, found full many a tone 
Of kindness there in concord with their own ! 

Oh! we had nights of that communion free, 

That flush of heart, which I have known with thee 
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So oft, so warmly ; nights of mirth and mind, 

Of whims that taught, and follies that refined : 
When shall we both renew them ? when, restored 
To the pure feast and intellectual board, 

Shall I once more enjoy with thee and thine 
Those whims tliat teach, those follies that refine ? 
Even now, as, wandering upon Erie’s shore, 

1 hear Niagara’s distant cataract roar, 

I sigh for England — oh ! these weary feet 
Have many a mile to journey ere we meet ! 


a nATPIZ, 'fix XOT kafta nyn mneian exc. 

Ecripides. 


A WARNING. 


TO — 

Oh ! fair as Heaven and chaste as light ! 
Did Nature mould thee all so bright. 
That thou shouldst ever learn to weep 
O’er languid Virtue’s fatal sleep, 

O’er shame extinguish’d, honour fled. 
Peace lost, heart wither’d, feeling dead ? 
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No, no ! a star was born with thee, 

Which sheds eternal purity I 
Thou hast within those sainted eyes 
So fair a transcript of the skies, 

In lines of fire such heavenly lore. 

That man should read them and adore ! 
Yet have I known a gentle maid 
Whose early charms were just array’d 
In Nature’s loveliness like thine, 

And wore that clear, celestial sign. 

Which seems to mark the brow that’s fair 
For Destiny’s peculiar care ! 

Whose bosom too was once a zone 
Where the bright gem of Virtue shone ; 
Whose eyes were talismans of fire 
Against the spell of man’s desire ! 

Yet, hapless girl, in one sad hour 

Her charms have shed their radiant flower ; 

The gem has been beguiled away ; 

Her eyes have lost their chastening ray ; 

The simple fear, the guiltless shame, 

The smiles that from reflection came, 

All, all have fled, and left her mind 
A faded monument behind ! 
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Like some wave4)eaten, mouldering stone, 
To memory raised by hands unknown, 
Which, many a wintry hour, has stood 
Beside the ford of Tyra’s flood, 

To tell the traveller, as he cross'd. 

That there some loved friend was lost ! 

Oh ! 'twas a sight I wept to see-— 

Heaven keep the lost-one’s fate from thee 1 


TO . 

’Tis time, I feel, to leave thee now. 

While yet my soul is something free ; 

While yet those dangerous eyes allow 
One moment’s thought to stray from thee 

Oh ! thou art every instant dearer— 

Every chance that brings me nigh thee. 

Brings my ruin nearer, nearer : 

I am lost, unless I fly thee ! 

Nay, if thou dost not scorn and hate me, 
Wish me not so soon to fall, 

Duties, fame, and hopes await me, 

Oh ! that eye would blast them all ! 
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Yes, yes, it would — for thou’rt as cold 
As ever yet allured or sway’d, 

And wouldst, without a sigh, behold 
The ruin which thyself had made ! 

Yet — could I think that, truly fond. 

That eye but once would smile on me, 
Good Heaven ! how much, how far beyond 
Fame, duty, hope, that smile would be? 

Oh ! but to win it, night and day, 
Inglorious at thy feet reclined. 

I’d sigh my dreams of fame away, 

The world for thee forgot, resign’d ! 

But no, no, no— farewell — we part. 

Never to meet, no, never, never — 

Oh woman ! what a mind and heart 
Tliy coldness has undone for ever ! 
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FKOM 

THE HIGH PRIEST OF APOLLO, 

TO 

A VIRGIN OF DELPHI.* 


CCM DIGNO DIGNA 

. SCLPICIA. 

“ Who is the maid, with golden hair, 

“ With eyes of fire and feet of air, 

“ Whose harp around my altar swells, 

“ The sweetest of a thousand shells? ” 

* This poem requires a little explanation. It Is well known 
that, in the ancient temples, whenever a reverend priest, like 
the supposed author of the invitation before us, was inspired 
with a tender inclination towards any fair visitor of the shrine, 
and at the same time felt a diffidence in bis own powers of 
persuasion, he had but to proclaim that the God himself was 
enamoured of her, and had signiGcd his divine will that she 
should sleep in the interior of the temple. Many a pious 
husband connived at this divine assignation, and even de- 
clared himself proud of the selection with which bis family 
had been distinguished by the deity. In the temple of Jupiter 
Belus there was a splendid bed for these occasions. In Egyp- 
tian Thebes the same mockery was practised, and at the 
oracle of Patara in Lycia, the priestess never could prophesy 
till an interview with the deity was allowed her. The story 
which we read in Josepbus (lib. xviii. cap. 3.), of the Roman 
matron Paulina, whom the priests of Isis, for a bribe, betray- 
ed in this manner to Miindus, is a singular instance of the 
impudent excess to which credulity sufiered these impostures 


* 


Digitized by Google 



238 


EPISTLES, ODES, 


'Twas tlius the deity, who treads 
The arch of Heaven, and grandly sheds 
Day from his eye-lids ! — thus he spoke. 
As through my cell his glories broke : 


“ Who is the maid, with golden hair, 

“ With eyes of fire and feet of air, 

“ Whose harp around my altar swells, 

“The sweetest of a thousand shells ? ” 

Aphelia is the Delphic fair,'*' 

With eyes of fire and golden hair, 

Aphelia’s afe the airy feet. 

And hers the harp divinely sweet ; 

to be carried. This story has been put into the form of a 
little novel, undier the name of La Pudicitia Schernita, 
by the licentious and unfortunate Paliaviciho. See his Opere 
Scelie, tom. i. I have made my priest liere prefer a cave to 
the temple. 

* In the gth Pythic of Pirdak, where Apollo, in the same 
manner, requires of Chiron some information respecting the 
fair Cyrene, the Centanr, in obeying, very gravely apologizes 
for telling the god what his omniscience must know so per- 
fectly already : 

El yt )^fti Ktti w«ep n<pat 

Efto0‘ 
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For foot so light has never trod 
The laurel’d caverns* of the god, 
Nor harp so soft has ever given 
A strain to earth or sigh to Heaven ! 



“ Then tell the virgin to unfold, 

“ In looser pomp, her locks of gold, 

“ And bid those eyes with fonder fire 
Be kindled for a god’s desire ; f 
“ Since He, who lights the path of years— 
“ Even from the fount of morning’s tears, 
“ To where his setting splendours burn 

s 

“ Upon the western sea-maid’s urn 

“ Cannot, in all his course, behold 
“ Such eyes of fire, such hair of gold ! 

“ Tell her he comes in blissful pride, 

“ His lip yet sparkling with the tide 
“That mantles in Olympian bowls, 

“ The nectar of eternal souls ! 




r, 


* AAA’ Uf JiuptuJ't, yci«A4i fitmfuu T«/k,_EnaiPiD 
Ion» y. 76. 

t Nc deve partorir ammiratione ch’ egli si pregiassedi haver 
una Deiti concorrente nel possesso della moglie j mentre anche 
nei nostri secoli, non osUnte cos'i rigorose legge d’onore tro 
vasi chi s’ascrive h gloria il veder la moglie honorata da 
gl’amplessi di un Principe. — Pallaviciho. 


Digitized by Google 


EPISTLES, ODES, 


“ For her, for her he quits the skies, 

“ And to her kiss from nectar flies. 

“ Oh ! he would hide his wreath of rays, 

“ And leave the world to pine for days, 

“ Might he but pass the hours of shade 
“ Iinbosom’d by his Delphic maid — 

“ She, more than earthly woman blest, 

“ He, more than god on woman’s breast !” 

There is a cave beneath the steep, * 

Where living rills of crystal weep 
O’er herbage of the loveliest hue 
That ever spring begemm’d with dew. 

There oft the green bank’s glossy tint 
Is brighten’d by the amorous print 
Of many a faun and naiad’s form. 

That still upon the dew is warm 
When virgins come at peep of day 
To kiss the sod where lovers lay ! 

“There, there,” the god, impassion’d, said, 

“ Soon as the twilight tinge is fled, 

* Th« Corycian Cave, which Pausarias mentions. The 
inhabitants of Parnassus held it sacred to the Corycian 
nymphs, who were children of the river Plistus. 
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And the dim orb of lunar' souls* 

“ Along its shadowy path-way rolls — 

“ There shall we find our bridal bed, 

“*And ne’er did rosy rapture spread, 

“ Not even in Jove’s voluptuous bowers, 

“ A bridal bed so bless’d.as ours! 

* • 

“ Tell the imperial God, who reigns 
“ Sublime in oriental hines, 

“ Whose towering turrets paint their pride 
“ Upon Euphrates’^ pregnant tide ; f 

t 

* See a preceding note, page It should seem that 

lunar spirits were of a purer order than spirits in general, 
as Pythagoras was said by his followcrs“to have descended 
from the regions of the moon. The heresiarch Manes too 
imagined that the sun and moon -are the residence of Christ, 
and that the ascension was nothing more than his flight 
to those orbs. 

•J- Temple of Jupiter Bclus, at Babylon, which consisted 
of several chapels and towers. “ In the last tower (says He- 
BODOTCs) is a large chapel, in which there lies a bed, very 
splendidly ornamented, and beside it a* table of goldj but 
there is no statue in the place. No man is allowed to sleep 
here, but the apt^rtment is appropriated to a female,! whom, 
if we believe the Chaldean priests, the deity selects from the 
women of the country, as his favourite.” — Lib. i. cap. i8i. 

The poem now before the reader, and a few more in the 
present collection, are taken from a work, which 'I rather 
prematurely announced to the public, and which, perhaps 
very luckily for myself, was interrupted by my voyage to 

VOL. II. I t 


Digitized by Google 



EPISTLES, ODES, 


“ Tell him, whdh to his midnight loves 
“ In mystic majesty he moves, 

America. The foUowing fr'agmenU from the same work de- 
sciibe the cfl'ect of one of these invitations of Apollo upod 
the mind of a young enthusiastic girl. 

Delphi heard licr shrine proclaim, 
liv oracles, the guilty flame. 

Apollo loved my youthful charms, 

Apollo woo’d me to his arms ! — 

Sure, sure when man so oft allows 
Religion’s wreath to blind his brovys, 

Weak wondering woman must believe, 

Where pride and zeal at once deceive, 

When flattery takes a holy vest, 

Oh ! ’tis too much for woman’s breast . 

How often ere the destined time. 

Which was to seal my joys sublime. 

How often did 1 trembling run 
To meet, at morn, the mounting sun. 

And, while his fervid beam he threw 
Upon my lips’ luxuriant dew, 

1 thought— alas ! the simple dream— 

There bum’d a kiss in every beam ; 

With parted lips inhaled their heat. 

And sigh’d, ‘‘ oh god ! thy kiss is sweet ! ” 

Oft to«, at day’s meridian hour. 

When to the naiad’s gleamy bower ^ • 

Our virgins steal, and, blushing, hide 
Their beauties in the folding tide. 

If, through the grove, whose modest arms 
We're spread around my roheless charms, 

A wandering sunbeam wanton fell 
Where lovers’ looks alone should dwell, 
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Lighted by inany'an odorous fire, 

And hymn’d by all Childaea’s choir — 
Oh ! tell the godhead to confess, * 

The pompous joy delights him less 
(Even though his mighty arms infold 
Aapriestess on a couch of gold) 

Not all a lover’s looks of flame 
Could kindle such an amorous shame, 

It was the sun’s admiring glance, 

And, as I felt its glow advance 

O’er my young beauties, wildly flush’d, 

J burn’d and panted, thrill’d and blush’d 

No deity at midnight came, 

The lamps, that witness’d all my shame. 
Reveal’d to these bewilder’d eyes 
No other shape than earth supplies ; 

No solar light, no ncctar’d air, 

All, all, alas ! was human there ; 
Woman’s faint conflict, virtue’s fall 
And passion’s victory, human all ! 

How gently must the guilt of love 
Be-charm’d away by Powers above, • 
When men possess such tender skill 
In softening crime and sweetening ill I 
’Twas but a night, and morping’s rays 
Saw me,'’ with fond, forgiving gaze, 

Hang o’er the quiet slumbering breast 
Of him who ruin’d all my rest ; 

Him, who had taught these eyes to weep 
Their first sad tears, and yet could sleep ! 
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“ Thau when in love’s unholief prank^ . 

“ By moonlight cave or rtlstic bank, ' 

“ Upon his neck some wood-nymph lies, 

“ Exhaling from her'lip and eyes 
“ The flame and incense of delight, 

“ To sanctify a dearer rite, • 

“ A mystery, more divinely warm’d 
“ Than priestliood ever yet perform’d !” * 

Happy llie maid, whom Heaven allows 
To break for Heaven her virgin vows ! 

Happy the maid ! — her robe of shame 
Is whiten’d by a heavenly flame. 

Whose glory, with a lingering trace, ^.i. 

Shines through and deifies her race ! 

Oh, virgin ! what a doom is thine 1 
To-night, to-night a lip divine'’' 

* FoiTtehelie, in his playful ri/acimenfo of the learned ma- 
terials of Van-Dale, has related in his own inimitahle manner 
an adventure of this kind which was detected and exposed at 
Alexandria. — See PHisUire des Oracles, scconde dissertat. 
chap. vii. Cbebillox, too, in one 'of his most amusing little 
stories, hat made the Gdnie Mange-Tanpes, of the Isle Jonquille, 
assert this privilege of spiritnal beings in a manner very for- 
midable to the husbands of the island, lie says, however, “Les 
maris ont le plaisir de rester toujours dans le doute; en pareil 
cas, e’est nnc ressource.*’ 
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In every kiss shall stamp on thee 
A seal of ifnmortality ! .. -• 

Ely to the cave, Aphelia, fly ; 

There lose the world and wed the sky ! 
There all the boundless rapture steal 
Which gods can give or woman feel ! 


WOMAN. 


Away, away — you’re all the same, 

A fluttering, smiling, jilting throng I 
Oh ! by my soul, I burn with shame. 

To think I’ve been your slave so long ! 


Slow to be warm’d and quick to rove, 
From folly kind, frofn cunning loath. 
Too cold for bliss, too weak for love, 

• Yet feigning all that’s best in both. 


Still panting A)’^r a crowd to reign. 
More joy it gives to woman’s breast 
To make ten frigid coxcombs vain, 

. Than' one true, manly lover blest I 
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Away, away, — your smile’s a curse — 

Oh ! blot me from the race -of men, * 
Kind pitying Heaven ! by death or worse. 
Before I love such things again ! 


BALLAD STANZAS. 


I KNEW by the smoke, tliat so gracefully curl’d 
Above the green elms, that a cottage was near. 

And I said, “ if there’s peace to be found in the 
world, 

“ A heart that was humble might hope for it 
here !” 

It was noon, and on flowers that languish’d around 
In silence reposed the voluptuous bee ; 

Every leaf was at rest, and 1 heard not a sound 
But the wood-pecker tapping the hollow beech- 
tree. 

And “ Here in this lone little wood,’' I exclaim’d, 
“ With a maid who was’ lovely to soul and to 
- eye, 


Digitized by Google 


AND OTHER POEBIS. 2^7 

“ Who would blush when I praised her, and weep 
if I blamed, 

“ Howbless’d could I live, and how calm could 
I die ! 

“ By the sliade of yon sumach, whose red berry 
dips 

“ In the gush of the fountain, how sweet to 
recline, 

“ And to know that I sigh’d upon innocent lips, 

“ Which had never been sigh’d on by any but 
mine !” 


TO 


N02EI TA 4>IATATA. EuaiPiDts. 

i8oi! 

Come, take the harp — ’tis vain to muse 
Upon the gathering ills we see ; 

Oh ! take the harp, and let me lose 
All thoughts of ill in hearing thee 1 
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Sing to-uie-, Love ! though death were near, 
Thy song could make' my soul forget — 
Nay, nay, in pity, dry that tear, 

All may be well, be happy yeti 

Let me but see that snowy arm ’ 

Once more upon the dear harp lie. 

And I will cease to dream of harm. 

Will smile at fate, while thou art nigh ! 

Give me that strain, of mournful touch. 

We used to love long, long ago. 

Before our hearts.had known as much 
As now, alas ! they bleed to know ! 

Sweet notes I they tell of former peace, 

« 

Of all that look'd so rapthrous then. 

Now wither’d, lost — oh I pray thee, cease, 
,I cannot bear those sounds again ! 

Art thou too wretched-? yes, thou art ; 

I see thy tears Ilow fast with mine — 
Come, come to this devoted heart, 

’ Fis breaking, but it still is thine I 
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A VISION OF PHILOSOPHY. 

’Twas on the Red Sea coast, at mom, we met 
The venerable man a virgin bloom 
Of softhess mingled with the vigorous thought 
Thtit tower’d upon his brow ; as when we see 
The gentle moon and the full radiant sun 
* Shining in Heaveft together. When he spoke 
'Twas language sweeten’d into song — such holy 
sounds 

As oft the spirit of the good man hears, 

Prelusive to the harmony of Heaven, 

When death is nigh I f and still, as he unclosed 

* In Pi.nTARCH’s Essay on the Decline of the Oracles, 
Clcombrotus, one of the interlocutors, describes an extraor- 
dinary man whom he had met with, after long research, upon 
the ^anks of the Red Sea. Once in cvefy year this superna- 
tural personage appeared to mortals, and conversed with 
them; the rest of his time he passed among the Genii and 
the Nymphs. Ilfg/ Tt)f S-eiXttrmf 

ut* TSett tr«r«9r«4 tfruyx^foyray m rats 

yvfs^cttSy ioft»(rt xeti itsiftany eSi ttpuTKi. He spoke in a 
tone not far removed from singing, and whenever he opened 
his lips, a fragrance filled the place : ei r«r 

Tsxot co4vJ)« xecrttxty Tit ^^oftuTos airoTtneiTof. 

Troia him Clcombrotus Icanicd the doctrine of a plurality of 
wgrlds. 

•t The celebrated Janus Dousa, a little before his <leath, 

I I . 
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Uis sacred lips, an odour, all as bland 
As ocean-breezes gather from* the flowers 
That blossom in Elysium,'*' breathpd around I 
With silent awe we listen’d while he told 
Of the dark veil which many- an age had hung 
O’er Nature’s form, till by the touch of Time 
The mystic shroud grew thin and luminous. 

And half the goddess beam’d in' glimpses through 
it ! 

Of magic wonders, that were known and taught • 
By him ‘(or Cham or Zoroaster named) 

Who mused, amid the mighty cataclysm. 

O’er his rude tablets of primeval lore,f 

imagined that he heard a strain of mhsic.in the air. See the 
poem of Heinsios “In harmoniam quam paulo ante abitum 
andire sihi visiis est Doiisa.” PageSoi. 

* tfBn , 

fern* VKUtiti'is 

cti- 

Pindak. Olymp. ii. 

-)- Cham, the son of Noah, is supposed to have taken with 
him into the ark the principal doctrines df magical, or rather 
of natural, science, which he had inscribed upon some very 
durable substances, in order that they might resist the Ravages 
of the deluge, and transmit the secrets of antediluvian know- 
ledge to his posterity.— See the extracts made by Batle, in his 
article Cham. The identity of Cham and Zoroaster depends 
npon the authority of Berosus, or the impostor Annius, and a 

'j 

* ' e 
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Nor let the living star of science sink 
Beneath the watei*s, which ingulf’d the world ! — 
Of visions, by Calliope reveal'd 
To him,f who traced upon his typic lyre 

few more such respectable testimonies., — See Naode’s Apolngie 
pour les Grands Hommes, etc. chap. 8, where he takes more 
trouble than is necessary in refutinp this gratuitous suppo- 
sition. 

* Chamum h posteris hnjus artis ailmivatoribus ^oroasliuin, 
seu vinim astrum, propterca’fuisse dictum et pro Deo hahi- 
tum. — Bochart. Geograph. Sacr. lib. iv. cap. i. 

-|- Orpbeus. — Paclincs, in his Hebdomades, cap. a. lib. iii . 
has cndcavoftred to show, after ihc‘ Platonists, that man is a 
diapason, made up of a diatesseron, which is his soul, and a 
diapente, which is his body. Those frequent allusions to 
music^ by which the ancient philosophers illustrated their 
sublime theories, must have tended very much to elevate the 
character of the art, and to enrich it with associations of the 
grandest and most interesting nature. See a preceding note, 
page-Sg, for their idea? upon the harmony of the spheres. 
Heraclitus compared the mixtnre of good and evil in tliis 
world to the blended varieties of harmony in a nuisical in- 
strument (Plctarch, de a nimoe Procreak.) \ and Eurypha- 
mus , the Pythagorean, in a fragment preserved by Stoba-us, 
describes human life, in its perfection, as a sweet and well- 
tuned lyre. Some of the ancients were so fanciful as to sup- 
pose that the operations of the memory were regulated by a 
kind of musical cadence, and that ideas occurred to it “ per 
arsin et thesin ; ” wlrilc others converted the whole man into 
a mere harmonired machine, whose motion depended upon a 
certain tension of the body, analogous to that of tlie strings in 
an instrument. Cicero indeed ridicules Arisloxenus for this 
fancy, and says, “let him teach singing, and leave philosophy 
to Aristotle,” but Aristotle himself, though decidedly op- 
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The (iiapasou of man’s mingled frame, 

And the grand Doric heptachord of Heaven ! 

With all of pure, of wondrous and arcane. 

Which the grave sons of Mochus, many a night, 
•Told to the young and bright-hair’d visitant 
Of Carmel’s sacred mount !'*' — Then, in a flow 

posed to tlie harmonic speculations of the Pytliagoreaus and 
Platonists, cotdd sometimes condescend to enliven his doc- 
trines by reference to the beauties of musical science; as, in 
the Ueatise, KtfffUt, attributed to him, Kcc^cc^t^ tt 
xa^u^ectu xccret^ictHTOf. x. r. A. 

The Abbe BiTTEOx, upon tlie doctrine of the"Stoics, attri- 
butes to those philosophcis the same mode of illustration. 
“ L’ame tUait cause active wano ctirtos j le corps cause pas- 
sive tjJ'i T» vetoxin. L’une agissant ilaiis Pantry et y 
preuant, par son action ra«?me, un caracteie, des formes, dcs 
inodilications, «[u’clle n’avait jias par cJlc-mcmc; 5 peu pi^s 
coniine Pair, qui, cliasse' dans un instrument de mnsique, fait 
connalire par les dillerens sons qii’d produit,.les- dilliirentes 
modifications ifu’il y recoit.” See a fine s;mile of this kiinl in 
Cardinal Poliunac’s Poem, lib. 5 . v. 734. 

* Pythagoras Ls represented in Jambliciil's as descending 
with great solemnity from Mount Carmel, for which reason 
the Carmelites have claimed him as one of tlieir fiateriiity. 
'I'hls Mocitus or Mosciuis, with the descendants of whom 
Pythagoras conversed in Plioenicia, and from whom he de- 
rived the iloctriucs of atomic philosophy, is supposed by some 
to be the same with Moses. lluEii has adopted this idea, 
IJcmonsIratinn cvangelique, prop. iv. chap. 3 . § 7 ; and l.c 
Cl?rc, amongst others, has refuted it. — See Biblioth, chnisie, 
tom. i. p. 75. It is certain, however, that the doctrine of 
atoms was known and promulgated long before Epicurus. 
‘ VVitli the fountains of Democritus,”, says .Ciceho, “ the 



A.ND OTHER POEMS. 


253 


. Of calmer, converse, be beguiled US on ' ■ 

Through many a maze of garden and of porch, 

gardens of Epicurus were watered and indeed the learnc<l 
author of the Intellectual System has shown, that all the 
eaily philosophers, till the time of Plato, were a tom is ts. We 
find Epicurus, howerer, boasting that his tenets were new 
and unborrowed, and perhaps few among the ancients had a 
stronger claim to Originality; for, in truth, if we examine 
their schools of philosophy, notwithstanding the peculiarities 
which seem to distinguish them from each other, we may ge- 
nerally observe that the dilTercnce is hut verbal and trifling, 
and that, among those various and learned heresies, there is 
scarcely one to be selected, whose opinions are its own, 
original, and exclusive. The doctrine of llte world’s eternity 
may he traced through all the sects. Tlu? continual metem- 
psychosis of Pythagoras, the grand periodic year of the Stoics 
(at the conclusion of which the universe is supposed to return 
to its original order, and commence a new revolution), the 
successive dissolution and combination of atoms maintained 
by the Epicureans, all these tenets are but different intima- 
tions of the same general belief in the eternity of the world. 
As St, Austin explains the periodic year of the §tpi^ h dis- 
agrees only so far with 'the idea of the Pythagowi^'iaiat 
instead of an endless transmission of the soul throu^fl^'iiil^.ety 
of bodies, it restores the same body and soul to re|)feit‘their 
former round of existence, and “ that identical Plato, who 
lectured in the Academy of Athens, shall again and again, at* 
ceVtaiu intervals during the lapse of eternity, appear in the 
same academy and resume the same functions — " — — sic 
cadem tempora temporaliumfpue rerum_ volumina repeii, ut 
V. g. sicut inisto 3.1:0010 Plato philosophus in urbe Atheniensi, 

* *** -schold tju.i: Academi.i dicta cst, discipulos docuit, ita 

P^*'_*''numerabilia retro sa:ctda, muLb^i plexis cpiidem inter- 
certis, et idem Plato, ct^mem civitas, eademqnc 
iidemque discipuli repetiti et per innumcrabilia deindc 
^aecula rcpelendi sint— dc Ciuitat. Dei. lib. xii., cv>p. i 3 . 
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Through many a system, Tvhere the scatter'd light 
Of heavenly truth lay, like a broken beam 

Varihi, in liU Dialogues, lias given us a similar explication 
of the periodic revolutions of the world. “ EA dc causd, qui 
nunc sunt in nsu ritus, centics niillies fucrunt, totiesquc re- 
nascentur quotii;^ ceciderunt.” — 5a. 

The paradoxical notions of the Stoics, upon the beauty, the 
riches, the dominion of their imaginary sage, are among the 
most distinguishing characteristics of the school, aqd, accord- 
ing to their advocate Lipsius, were peculiaT to that sect. 

Priora ilia (decreta) quae passim in philosophantium scholis 
fer^ obtinent, ista qux peculiafia huic scctx ct habent con- 
tradictioncm : i. e. paradoxa.” — Manuduct. ad Stoic. Phi- 
los. lib. iii. dissertat. 2 . But it is evident (as the Abbe 
Gxrnier has remasked, Memoires de V Acad. tom. 35.) that 
even these absurdities of the Stoics are borrovyed, and that 
Plato is the source of all their extravagant paradoxes. We 
find their dogma, “ dives qui sapiens,” (which Clement of 
Alexandria has transferred from the Philosopher to the Chris- 
tian, Pcedagog. lib. iii. cap. 6.), expressed in the prayer of 
Socrates at the end of the Ph£drus. 12 (ptM Il»» rt Kttt 
«AA«< om B^oty J'on/rt fcct ytst^ui ruvit- 

Btf Tct^aiBtf otnt Tits urts fttett ft»t 

frPatntP r«s And many other instances 

might be adduced from tlic Aprt^etfaty the n«A<7<»ev, 
etc. to prove that these weeds of paradox were gathered 
• aniong the bowers of the Academy. Hence it is that Cicero, 
hi the preface to his Paradoxes, calls them Socratica ; and 
Lipsins, exulting in the patronage of Socrates, says, “ Hie 
totus est noster.” This is indeed a coalition, which evinces 
as much as can be wished the confused similitude of ancient 
philosophical opinions : the father of scepticism is here en- 
rolled amongst the founders of the Portico ; he whose best 
knowledge was that of his own ignorance; is called in to 
authorize the pretensions of the most obstinate dogmatists 
in all antiquity. 
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From the pure sun, which, though refracted all 
Into a thousand hues, is sunshine still, 

Rdtilios,- in his Itinerarium, has ridiculed the sabbath 
of the Jews, as “ lassaii mollis imago Dei;” but Epicdbcs 
gave an eternal holiday to his gods, and, rather than disturb 
the slumbers of Olympus, denied at once the interference of 
a Providence. He docs not, however, seem to have been 
singular in this opinion. Theophilus of Antioch, if he de- 
serve any credit, in a letter to Autolycus, lib. iii. imputes \ 
similar belief to Pythagoras : Tt Ten 

eretiren Stiff and Plutarch, 

though so hostile to the followers of Epicurus, has unac- 
countably adopted the very same theological error; having 
quoted the opinions of Anaxagoras and Plato upon divinity, 
he adds, Kaivees n* etfiet^Tcnnan ttft<peTt^oiy OTi r»f Sl«f 
tTranjottv t7Ff^t<pofenet reit ett^^aTirnen — De-Placit. Phi- 
tosoph. lib. i. cap. 7. Plato himself has attrihuted a de- 
gree of iudiflertfucc to the gods, which is not far removed 
from the apathy of Epicurus’ heaven ; as thus, in his Phile- 
bus, where Protarchus asks, Oujcif* uxes y« iff* 

Stiff, ifri re ip«»rrt» ; and Socrates answers, IT«»u ftn 
euy t/Kagf atTX»ifcei your eturen exetTi^ef ytyfe/etyet ffn. 
while Aristotle supposes a still more absurd neutrality, 
and concludes by no very flattering analogy, that the Deity 
is as incapable of virtue as of vice : Ken yuf eSavrt^ evi'ef 
Iff KUKiit, eu^'' eeffTf/y ovTO/r euJS St«»- — Ethic. 
JVicomach. lib. vii. cap i. In truth, Aristotle, upon the 
subject of Providence, was little more correct than Epicurus. 
He supposed the moon to be the limit of divine interference, 
excluding of course this sublunary world from its influence. 
The first definition of the world, in. his treatise, ITijf 
fcav (if this treatise be really the' work of Aristotle), agrees 
almost verbum verbo, with that in the letter of Epicurus to 
PvTiiocLEs; they both omit the mention of a deity; and, in 
his Ethics, he intimates a doubt whether the gods feel any 
interest in the concerns of mankind. Ef y«8{ rif tirifctXtiU 
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And blight through every change !“he spoXe of 
Him, ' 

The lone,t Eternal One, who dwells above, 

T*>» t»V« yiPtrcu. It is true, he adds, 

aoKUy but even |,hi8 is very sceptical. 

In these erroneous conceptions of Aristotle, we trace the 
cause of that general neglect, which his philosophy expe- 
•ricnced among the early Christians. Plato is seldom much 
more orthodox, but the obscure enthusiasm of his style al- 
lowed them to interpret all his fancies to their purpose ; such 
glowing steel was easily moulded, and Platonism became a 
sword in the hands of the fathers. 

The Providence of the Stoics, so vaunted in their school, 
was a power as contcmpubly inefficient as the rest. All was 
fate in the ^stem of the Portico. The chains of destiny were 
thrown over Jupiter himself, and their deity was like Borgia 
et Ca>sar et nihil. Not even the language of Seneca can re- 
concile this degradation of divinity : “ Ille ipse omnium 

conditor ac rector scripsit cpiidam fata,*sed sequilur ; semper 
paret, serael jussit.” — Lit(. de Prouidentid, cap. 5. 

With respect to the difl'erence between the Stoics, Peri- 
patetics, and Academicians, the following words of Cicero 
prove that he saw but little to distinguish them from each 
other: “ Peripateticos ot Academicos, nominibus diflerentes, 
re congruentes; a quibus Stoici ipsi verbis magis quam sciv- 
tentlis dissenserunt.”— y^cadcmic. lib. ii. 5. and perhaps 
whatftEiD has remarked upon one of their points of contro- 
versy might be applied as -effectually to the reconcilement 
of all the rest : “ The dispute between the Stoics and Peri- 
patetics was probably all for want of definition. The one 
said they were good under the control of reason, the othei 
that they should be eradicated. — £’ssayA, vol. iii. In 
short, from the little which 1 know upon the subject, it ap- 
pears to me as difficult to establish the' boundaries of opi- 
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And of the soul’s untraceable descent * 

From that high fount of spirit, through the grades 

nioii between any two of the philosophical sects, as it 
would be to fix the land-marks of those estates in the moon, 
which Ricciolus so generously allotted to his brother astro- 
nomers. Accordingly we observe some of the greatest men 
of antiquity passing without scruple from school to school, 
according to the fancy of convenience of the moment. Cicero, 
the father of Roman philosophy, is sometimes an Academi- 
cian, sometimes a Stoic ^ and, morc*than once, he acknow- 
ledges a conformity with Epicurus; ‘‘ non sine causa igitur, 
Epicunis ausus cst dicerc semper in pluribus bonis esse sa- 
pientem, quia semper sit in voluptalibus.” — 7'usculan. Quasi. 
lib. y. Though often pure in his theology, he sometimes 
smiles at futurity as a fietion; thus, in his Oration for Cluen- 
tius, speaking of punishments in the life to come, he say^, 
“ Qua: si falsa sunt, id quod omnes intellignnt, quid ei tan- 
dem aliud mors eripuii, pratter sensum doloris?” though 
here perhaps we should db him justice by agreeing with his 
commentator Stlvics, who remarks upon this passage, “ Ha;c 
autem dixit, ut causx sux subservirct.” Horace roves like a 
butterfly through the schools, and now wings along the walls 
of the Porch, and now basks among the flowers of the Gar- 
den; while Virgil, with a tone of mind strongly philosophical, 
has left us uncertain of the sect wlrich he espoused : the ba- 
lance of opinion declares him an Epicurean, but the ancient 
author of his life asserts that he was an Academician, and 
we trace through his poetry the tenets of almost all the lead- 
ing sects.' The same kind of electric indifference is observ- 
able in most of the Roman writers. Thns Propertius, in ilic 
fine Klegy of Cjr'nthia, on his departure for Athens, 

Illic vel sludiis animiim emcndarc Platonis, 

Incipiam, aut hortis, docte Epicure, tuis. • 

■ Lib. iii. cleg. at. 
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Of intellectual being, till it mix 

With atoms vague, corruptible, and dark ; 

• 

Though Broukhusius here reads, “ dux Epicure, ” which 
seems to fix the poet under the banners of Epicurus. Even 
the Stoic Seneca, whose doctrines have been considered so 
orthodox that St. Jerome has ranked him amongst the eccle- 
siastical writers, and Boccaccio, in his commentary upon 
Dante has doubted ( in consideration of the philosopher’s 
supposed correspondence with St. Paul), whether Dante 
shduld have placed him in Limbo with the rest of the 
Pagans — the rigid Seneca has bestowed such commendations 
on Epicurus, that if only those passages of hi's works were 
preserved to us, we could not, I think, hesitate in pronounc- 
ing him an Epicurean, in the same manner we find Por- 
phyryy in his work upon abstinence, referring to Epicurus as 
ap example of the most strict Pythagorean temperance; and 
Lakcelotti, the author of Farfalloni degli antichi Istoricu, 
has been seduced by this grave reputation of Epicurus 
into the absurd enror of associating him with Chrysippus, as 
a chief of the Stoic school. There is no doubt, indeed, that 
however the Epicurean sect might have relaxed from its ori- 
ginal purity, the morals of its founder were as correct as 
those of any among the ancient philosophers, and his doc- 
trines upon pleasure, as explained in the letter to Menoeceus, 
are rational, amiable, and consistent with our nature. M. de 
Sablors, in his Grands Uommes venges, expresses strong 
indignation against the Encyclop^distes for their just and 
animated praises of Epienrus, and discussing the question, 
“ si ce philosophe e'tait vertueux,” he denies it upon no other 
authority than the calumnies collected by Plutai;cb, who him- 
self confesses that, on this particular subject, he consulted 
only opinion and report, without pausing to investigate their 
truth. AAA« cKtirsvftni. To 

the fsStions zeal of his illiberal rivals the Stoics, Epicurus 
owed these gross misrepresentations of the life and opinions 
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Nor even then, though sunk in earthly dross, 
Corrupted all, nor its ethereal touch 
Quite lost, but tasting of the fountain still ! 

As some bright river, which has roll’d along 
Through meads of flowery light and mines of gold. 
When pour’d at length into the dusky deep. 
Disdains to mingle with its briny taint. 

But keeps awhile the pure and golden tinge, 

The balmy freshness of tlie flelds it left ! § 

• 

of himself and his associates, which, notwithstanding the 
learned exertions of Gassendi, have still left an odium on the 
name of his philosophy; and we ought to examine the ancient 
accounts of Epicurus with tlie same degree of cautious belief 
which, in reading ecclesiastical history, we yield, to the de- 
clamations of the fathers against the heretics; trusting ns little 
to Plutarch upon a dogma of this philosopher, as we would 
to St, Cyril upon a tenet of Neslorkis. (1801.) 

The preceding remarks, I wish the reader to observe, were 
written at a time when I thought the studies to wlych they 
refer much more important and much more amusing than, I 
freely confess, they appear to me at present. 

* Lactartids asserts that all the truths of Christianity may 
be found dispersed through the ancient philosophical sects, 
• and that any one who would collect these scattered fragments 
of orthodoxy, might form a code in no respect differing from 
that of the Christian. “ Si extitisset aliquis, qui veritatem 
sparsam per singulos per sectasque diffusam colligeret in 
iinum, ac redigeret in corpus, is profecto non dissentiret a 
nobis.” — Inst. lib. vi. c. 7. 

T« ftOftf KMl fgtfjKSf. 

§ Thia Rnc Platonic image 1 have t.akcn from a passage in 
Father Bouchet’s letter upon the Metempsychosis, inserted in 
Picart’s Cerem. Relig. tom. iv. 
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And here the old man ceased — a winged train 
Of nymphs and genii led him from our eyes. 
The fair illusion fled I and, as I waked, 

I knew my visionary soul had been 
Among that people of aerial dreams ' 

Who live upon the burning galaxy I"** . 


TO . 

The world had just begun to steal 
Each hope that led me lightly on, 

I felt not as I used to feel, 

And iHe grew dark and love was gone ! 

No eye to mingle sorrow.’s tear. 

No lip to mingle pleasure’s breath. 

No tongue to call me kind and dear — 

Twas gloomy, and I wish’d for death ! 

Buf when I saw that gentle eye. 

Oh ! •something seem’d to tell me then 
That I was yet too young .to die. 

And hope and bliss might bloom again ! 

* According to Pythagoras, the people Vf Dreams arc souls 
collected together in the Galaxy, i\ sve/gArs, x«tr«e 

ITu3’«y«^«y, it it evuctytffS-ut ft/Bty tit ray ym- 

— PoRPiiYH. f/e Anlro Nymph. 
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With every be*amy smile that cross’d 
Your kindling cheek,' you lighted home 
Some feeling -which my heart had lost, 

And Peace, which long had learn’d_to roam 

’Twas then indeed sij sweet to live, 

■ Hope look’d so new and love so kind. 

That, though I weep, I still forgive 
The ruin which they’ve left behind 1 ' 

I could have loved you — oh, so well ; — 

The dream that wishing boyhood knows. 

Is but a bright, beguiling spell. 

Which only bves while passion glows : 

But,, when this early flush declines. 

When the heart’s vivid mortiing fleets. 

You know not then how close it twines 
Round the first kindred soul it meets ! 

Yes, yes, I could have loved, as one 

Who, while his youth’s enchantments fall, 
Finds something dear to rest upon. 

Which pays him Tor the loss of all ! 
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DREiy«5. 


TO . 

In slumber, I- prithee how is it 
That souls are oft taking th^ air. 

And paying each other a visit. 

While bodies are — Heaven knows where ? 

Last night, ’tis in vain to deny it. 

Your soul took a fancy to roam. 

For I heard her, on tiptoe so qiriet, 

Come ask, whether mine was at home. 

And mine let her in with delight. 

And they talk’d and they kiss’d the time through. 
For, when souls come together at night. 

There is no knowing what they mayn’t do ! 

And your little Soul, Heaven bless her ! 

Had Amch to complain and to say. 

Of how sadly you wrong and oppress her 
By keeping her prison’d all day, 

“ If I happen,” said she, “ but to steal 
“ For a peep now and th^n to her eye, 

“ Or, to quiet the fever I feel, 

“ Just venture abroad on a sigh ; 
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Iq an instant, she frightens me in 
“ With some phantom of prudence or terror, 

“ For fear I should stray into sin, 

“ Or, what is still worse, into error! 

“ So, instead of displaying my graces, 

“ Through look, and thfough words, and 
through mien, 

“ I am shut up in corners and places, , 

“ Where truly I blush to ]|c seen !” 

Upon hearing this piteous confession, 

Mj- Soul, looking tenderly at her, 

Declared, as for grace and discretion, 

He did not know much of the matter ; 

“ But, to-morrow, sweet Spirit !” he said, 

“ Be at home after midnight, and then 

“ I will come when your lady’s in bed, 

“ And we’ll talk o’er the subject again.” 

So she whisper’d a" word in his ear, 

I suppose to her door to direct him. 

And — just after midnight, my dear. 

Your polite little 'Soul may expect him. 
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TO MRS, . 

To see tbee every day that came, 

r 

And find thee every day the same, 

In pleasure’s smile or sorrow’s tear 

The same benign, consoling Dear ! 

• 

To meet thee early, leave thee late, 

Has been so long my bliss, my fate, 

That life, without thil cheering ray, 
Whicli came like sunshine every day. 

And all, my pain, iny, sorrow cha^d, . 

Is now a lone and loveless waste. — 
Where are the chords she used to toucli ? 
Where are the songs she loved so much ? 
The songs are hush’d, the chords are still, 
And so, perhaps, will every thrill 
Of friendship soon be lull’d to rest,' 
Which late I waked in Anna’s breast ! 

Yet no — the simple notes I play’d 
On memory’s tablet soon may fade ; 

The songs which Anna loved to bear^ 

May all be lost on Anna’s ear.; ► . 
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But friendship’s sweet and fairy strain 
Shall ever in her heart remain ; 

Nor memory lose nor time impair 
The sympathies which tremble there ! 


A CANADIAN BOAT-SONG. 

WRITTEN T>N THE RIVER ST. -LAWRENCE. 


ET REMIGEM CASTUS HORTATCR. 

Qcintiuak. 

Faintly as tolls the evening chime, 

Our voices keep tune and our oars keep time. 

I wrote these words to an air which our boat-men sung 
to us very frequently. The wind was so unfavourable that 
they were obliged to row all the way, and we were five days 
in descending the river from Kingston to Montreal, exposed 
to an intense sun during the day, and at night forced to take 
shelter from the dews in any miserable hut upon the banks 
that would receive us. But the magnificent scenery of the 
St. Lawrence repays all these dilliculties. 

Our Voyageurs had good voices, and sung perfectly ^iu 
tune together. The original words of the Which I 

adapted these stanzas, appeared to be a long,.iaiWi^|iit; Itory, 
of which I could understand but little, from 
pronunciation of the Canadians. It begins, ^ i 

Dans mon chemin j’ai rencontre' 

Deux cavaliers tris-bien monte's ; 

And the rtfrain to every verse was. 
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Soon as the woods on shore look dim, 

We’ll sing at St. Ann’s our parting hymn. 

Row, brothers, row, the, Stream runs fast, 

The Rapids are near au4 the daylight’s past I 

Why sliould we yet our.sajl unfurl ? 

There is not a breath the blue wave to curl ! 

A I’ombic d’un bois je m’en vais jouer, 

A I’ombre d’un bois je ni’en vais danser. 

1 ventured to harmonize this air, and have published it. 
Without that charm which association gives to every little 
memorial of scenes or feelings that are past, the melody may 
perhaps be thought common and trifling ^ but 1 remember 
when we have entered, at sunset, upon one of those beautiful 
lakes, into which the St. Lawrence so grandly and unex- 
pectedly opens, J have heard this simple air with a pleasure 
which the finest compositions of the first masters have never 
given mej and now, there is not a note of it which does not 
recal to my memory the dip of our oars in tlie St. Lawrence, 
the flight of our boat down the Rapids, and all those new and 
fancifiil impressions to which my heart was alive during the 
whole of this very interesting voyage. 

The above stanzas are supposed to be sung by those voya- 
gcurs who go to the Grande Portage by the Uiawas River. 
For an account of this wonderful undertaking, see Sir Alex- 
AfiDF.R Mackenzie’s General History of the Fur Trade, 
prefixed to his Journal. 

* “ At the Rapid of St. Ann they are obliged to take out 
part, if not the whole, of their lading. It is from this spot 
the Canadians consider they take their departure, as it pos- 
sesses the last church on the island, which is dedicated to the 
tutelar saint of voyagers.” — Mackenzie's General Histoiy of 
the Fur Trade. 


V • . 
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But, when the wind blows off the shore, 

Oh I SAveetly we’ll rest our weary oar. 

Blow, breezes, blow, the stream runs fast. 

The Rapids are near and the daylight’s past ! 

Utawas’ tide ! this trembling moon 
Shall see us float over thy surges soon. 

Saint of this green isle ! hear our prayers. 

Oh ! grant us cool heavens and favouring airs. 
Blow, breezes, blow, the stream runs fast, 

The Rapids are near and the daylight’s past ! 



« • 


Digitized by Google 


Digitized by Google 


EPISTLE IX. 

TO THE 

LADY CHARLOTTE R—WD— N. 


Digitized by Googic 



Digitized by Google 



# 


TO THE 

LADY CHARLOTTE R— WD— N. 

FKOM THE BANKS OF THE ST.-L A W R E N C E. 

Not many months have now been dream’d away 
Since yonder sun (beneath whose evening ray 
We rest our boat among these Indian isles) 

Saw me, where mazy Trent serenely smiles 
Through many an oak, as sacred as the groves 
Beneath whose shade the pious Persian roves. 

And hears the soul of father, or of chief, 

Or loved mistress, sigh in every leaf ! * 

There listening, Lady ! while thy lip hath sung 
My own unpolish’d lays, how proud I’ve hung 
On every mellow’d number ! proud to feel 
That notes like mine should have the fate to steal. 
As o’er thy hallowing lip they sigli’d along. 

Such breath of passion and such soul of song. 

Oh ! I have wonder’d, like the peasant boy 
Who sings at eve his sabbath strains of joy, 

* “ Avendo essi per costume di arere in vcncratione gli alberi 
grandi et antichi, quasi che siano spesso ricettaccoli di anime 
beaie .” — Pietro della Valle, Part. Second. Letlera i6 da i 
giardini di Sciraz. 
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And M hen he hears the rude, luxuriant note ^ 
Back to his ear on softening echoes float, 

Believes it still some answering spirit’s tone, 

And thinks it all too sweet to be his own ! 

I dream’d not then that, ere the rolling year 
Had fill’d its circle, I should wander here 
In musing awe ; should tread this wondrous world. 
See all its store of inland waters hurl’d 
In one vast volume down Niagara’s steep, 

Or calm behold them, in transparent sleep. 

Where the blue hills of old Toronto shed 
Their evening shadows o’er Ontario’s bed ! — 

* When 1 arrived at Chippewa, within ^Jirce miles of the 
Falls, it was too late to think of visiting them that evening, 
and I lay awake all night with the sound of the cataract in my 
ears. The day following I consider as a kind of era in my 
life, and the first glimpse which I caught of those wonderful 
Falls gave me a feeling which nothing in this world can ever 
c.vcite again. 

To Colonel Brock, of the 49th, who commanded at the 
Fort, I am particularly indebted for his kindness to me during 
the fortnight I remained at Niagara. Among many pleasant 
days, which I passed with him and his brother-officers, that 
of our visit to the Tuscarora Indians was not the least in- 
teresting. They received us in all their ancient costume; the 
young men exhibited, for our amusement, in the race, the bat- 
game, etc. while the old and the women sat in groups under 
the surrounding trees, and the picture altogether was as beau- 
tiful as it was new to me. 
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Should trace the grand Gadaraqui, and glide 
Down the white Rapids of his lordly tide 
Through massy woods, through islets flowering 
fair, 

Through shades of bloom, where the first sinful 
pair 

For consolation might have weeping trod, 

When banish’d from the garden of their God ! 

Oh, Lady ! these are miracles, whiclnnan. 

Caged in the bounds of Europe’s pigniy plan. 

Can scarcely dream of ; which his eye must see, 
To know how beautiful this world can be 1 

But soft ! — the tinges of the west decline. 

And night falls dewy o’er these banks of pine. 
Among the reeds, in which our idle boat 
Is rock’d to rest, the wind’s complaining note 
Dies, like a half-breathed whispering of flutes ; 
Along the wave the gleaming porpoise shoots. 
And I can trace him, like a watery star,'*' 

Down the steep current, till he fades afar 

. * Asbdret, in his Travels^ lias noticed this shootinp; liu- 

luination which porpoises did'usc at night tlirough the St. 
Lawrence. — Vol. i. p. 29. 

ta. 
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Amid the foaming breakers’ silvery light, 

Where yon rough Rapids sparkle through the night ! 
Here, as along this shadowy bank I stray, 

And the smooth glass-snake,'*' gliding o’er my way, 
Shows the dim moonlight through his scaly form, 
Fancy, with all the scene’s enchantment warm. 
Hears in the murmur of the nightly breeze. 

Some Indian Spirit warble words like these : 

From the clime of sacred doves, f 
Where the blessed Indian roves 
Through the air on wing, as white 
As the spirit-stones of light, § 

Which the eye of morning counts 
On the Apallachian mounts ! 

Hither oft my flight I take 
Over Huron’s lucid lake, 

* The glass-snake is brittle and transparent. 

■{■ “ The departed spirit goes into the Country of Souls, 
where, according to some, it is transformed into a dove.” — 
Charlevoix, upon the Traditions and the Religion of the 
Savages of Canada. See the curious Fable of the Ameri- 
can Orpheus in Lafitau, tom. i. p. 4o3. 

5 “ The mountains appeared to be sprinkled with white 
stones, which glistened in the sun, and were called by the 
Indians manetoe aseniah, or spirit-stones. ” — Macrehzie’s 
Journal. 
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Where the wave, as clear as dew, 

Sleeps beneath the light canoe, 

Which, reflected, floating there, 

Looks as if it hung in air ! 

« 

Then, when I have stray’d awhile 
Through the Manataulin isl^,f 
Breathing all its holy bloom. 

Swift upon the purple plume 
Of my Wakon-Bird§ 1 fly 
Where, beneath a burning sky, 

* 1 was thinking here of what Carver says so beautifully 
in his description of one of these lakes : “ When it was 
calm, and the sun shone bright, I could sit in my canoe, 
where the depth was upwards of six fathoms, and plainly 
see huge piles of stone at the bottom, of diiferent shapes, 
some of which appeared as if they had been hewn ; the 
water was at this time as pure and transparent as air, and 
my canoe seemed as if it hung suspended in that element. 
It was impossible to look attentively through this limpid 
medium, at the rocks below, without finding, before many 
minutes were elapsed, your head swim and your eyes no 
longer able to behold the dazzling scene. ” 

+ “ Apris avoir traverse' plusieurs isles peu considerables, 
nous en troitv&mes le quRtriime jour une fameuse, nommer 
I’isle de Manitoualin .” — Voyages du Baron de Lahortax, 
tom. i. lett. i5. Manataulin signifies a Place of Spirits, and 
this island in Lake Huron is held sacred by the Indians. 

§ “ The Wakon-Bird, which probably is of the same species 
with the Bird of Paradise, receives its name from the ideas the 
Indians have of its superior excellence i the Wakon-Bird being, 
in their language, the Bird of the Great Spirit.”— Morse. 
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O’er the Ijed of Erie’s lake, 

Slumbers many a water-snake, 

Basking in the web of leaves 
Wliich the weeping lily weaves ! * 

m 

Then I chase the flow’ret-king 
Through his bloomy wild of spring ; 

See him now, while diamond hues 
Soft his neck and wings suffuse, 

In the leafy chalice sink, 

Thirsting for his balmy drink ; 

Now behold him all on fire. 

Lovely in his looks of ire. 

Breaking every infant stem, 

Scattering every velvet gem. 

Where his little tyrant lip 
Had not found enough to sip 1 

Then my playful hand I steep 
Where the gold-thread f loves to creep, 

* The islands of Lake Erie are surrounded to a consider- 
able distance by the large pond-lily, whose leaves spread 
tluckly over the surface of the lake, and form a kind of bed 
fur tlie water- snakes in summer. 

•J- “ Tire gold-thread is of the vine kind, and grows in 
swamps. The roots spread themselves just under the surface 
of the morasses, and are easily drawn out by handfuls. They 
resemble a large entangled skein of silk, and are of a bright 
yellow. ” — Morse. 
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Cull from thence a tangled wreath. 
Words of magic round it breathe, 
And the sunny chaplet spread 
0*er the sleeping fly-bird’s head, ■*' 
Till, with dreams of honey bless’d. 
Haunted in his downy nest 
By the garden’s fairest spells. 

Dewy buds and fragrant be^s, 
Fancy all his soul embowers 
In the fly-bird’s heaven of flowers I 




Oft, when hoar and silvery flakes 
Melt along the ruffled lakes ; 

When the gray moose sheds his horns. 

When the track, at evening, warns 
Weary hunters of the way 
To the wig-wam’s cheering ray, 

Then, aloft through freezing air, 

With the snow-birdf soft and fair 
As the fleece that Heaven flings 

O’er his little pearly wings, 

• » 

* “ L’oiscau moiiche, gros commc un banneton, esl dc toiues 
roiileurs, vives et changeantes : il tire sa subsistauce des flciirs 
coiutue les abeilles; son nid est fait d'lin coton tr^-s-fln sns- 
pendu h une branche d’arbrc.”— a«x Indes Occi- 
dentales, par M. Bosso. Second part, Jett. xx. 
t Emberiza bycmalis.— See Imiay’s Kenlncky, page aSo. 
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Light above the rocks I play. 

Where Niagara's starry spray, 

Frozen on the cliff, appears 
Like a giant’s starting tears ! 

There, amid the Island-sedge, 

Just upon the cataract’s edge, 

Where the foot of living man 
Never trod since time began. 

Lone I sit, at close of day. 

While, beneath the golden ray, 

Icy columns gleam below. 

Feather’d round with falling snow, 

And an arch of glory springs. 

Brilliant as* the chain of rings 
Round the neck of virgins hung, — 

Virgins'*' who have wander’d young 
O’er the waters of the west 
To the land where spirits rest ! 

* Latitau wishes to believe,, for the sake of his theory, that 
there was an order of vestals established amon^ the Irotjuois 
Indians; but I am afraid <that Jacqnes Cavthier, upon whose 
authority he supports himself, me&nt any thing but vestal 
institutions by the “ cabanes publiques” which he met with 
at Montreal. — Sec LafitaD) Moeurs ties Sauvages Ameri- 
caint, etc. tom. i. p. 173 
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Thus have I charm’d, with visionary lay, 

The lonely moments of the night away ; 

And now, fresh daylight o’er the water beams I 
Once more embark’d upon the glittering streams. 
Our boat flies light along the leafy shore^ 
Shooting the falls, without a dip of oar 
Or breath of Zephyr, like the mystic bark 
The poet saw, in dreams divinely dark. 

Borne, without sails, along the dusky flood, 
While on its deck a pilot angel stood. 

And, with his wings of living light unfurl’d. 
Coasted the dim shores of another world ! 

Yet oh ! believe uie, in this blooming maze 

Of lovely Nature, where the fancy strays 

From charm to charm, where every flow’ret’s hue 

Hath something strange, and every leaf is new ! 

I never feel a bliss so pure and still, ' 

So heavenly calm, as when a stream or hill, 

* Vedi che sdegna gli argomcnti lunani j 
SI che rcmo non tuoI, ne altro velo, 

Che r ale sue tr'a lit! si lontani. 

^Vedi come 1’ ha dritte verso ’1 ciclo 
Trattando 1’ aere con 1’ elcrnc penne ; 

Che non si mutan, come mortal peio. 

Dahte, Purgator, cant. ii. 
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Or veteran oak, like those remember’d well. 

Or breeze or echo, or some wild-flower’s smell 
(For, w’ho can say what small and fairy ties 
The memory flings o’er pleasure as it flies !) 
Reminds my heart of many a sylvan dream 
I once indulged by Trent’s inspiring stream ; 

Of all my sunny morns and moonlight nights 
On Donnington’s green lawns and breezy heights ! 

Whether I trace the tranquil moments o’er 
When I have seen thee cull the blooms of lore, 
With him, the polish’d warrior, by thy side, 

A sister’s idol and a nation’s pride ! 

When thou hast read of heroes, trophied high 
In ancient fame, and I have seen thine eye 
Turn to the living hero, while it read, 

For pure and brightening comments on the dead I 
Or whether memory to my mind recals 
The festal grandeur of those lordly halls. 

When guests have met around the sparkling board, 
And Avelcome warm’d the cup that luxury pour’d ; 
When the bright future Star of England’s Throne 
With magic smile hath o’er the banquet shone, 
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Winning respect, nor claiming what he won, 

But tempering greatness, like an evening sun 
W'hose ligljt the eye can tranquilly admire, 
Glorious but mild, all softness yet all fire I — 
Whatever hue my recollections take. 

Even the regret, the very pain they wake 
Is dear and exquisite ! — but oh ! no more — 

Lady ! adieu — my heart has linger’d o’er 
These vanish’d times, till all that round me lies. 
Stream, banks, and bowers, have faded on my 
eyes ! 


IMPROMPTU, 

AFTER A VISIT TO MRS. , OF MONTREAL. 

'Tvvas but for a moment — and yet in that time 
She crowded the impressions of many an hour : 
Her eye had a glow, like the sun of her clime. 
Which waked every feeling at once into flower! 

Oh ! could we have stolen but one rapturous day, 
To renew such impressions again and again. 

The things we could look, and imagine, and say, 
Would be worth all the life we had wasted till 
then I 
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What we had not the leisure or language to speak. 
We should find some more exquisite mode of 
revealing. 

And, between us, should feel just as much in a 
week. 

As others would take a millennium in feeling ! 


WRITTEN 

ON PASSING DEADMAN’S ISLAND,^ 

IN THE GULF OF ST. LAWRENCE, 

Late in the Evening, September, i8o4- 


See you, beneath yon cloud so dark. 

Fast gliding along, a gloomy bark ? 

* This is one of the Magdalen Islands, and, singularly 
enough, is the property of Sir Isaac Coffin. The above lines 
were suggested by a superstition very common among sailors, 
who call this ghost-ship, I think, “ the flying Dutchman.” 

We were thirteen days on onr passage from Quebec to 
Halifax, and I had been so spoiled by the very splendid 
hospitality with which my friends of the Phaeton and Bos- 
ton had treated me, that I was but ill prepared to encounter 
the miseries of a Canadian ship. The weather however was 
pleasant, and the scenery along the river delightful. ' Our 
passage through the Gut of Canso, with a bright sky and a 
fair wind, was particularly striking and romantic. 
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Her sails are full, though the wind is still, 

And there blows not a breath her sails to fill ! 

Oh I what doth that vessel of darkness bear ? 
The silent calm of the grave is there, 

Save now and again a death-knell rung, 

And the flap of the sails with night-fog hung ! 

There lieth a wreck on the dismal shore 
Of cold and pitiless Labrador ; 

Where, under the moon, upon mounts of frost 
Full many a mariner’s bones are toss’d! 

Yon shadowy bark hath been to that wreck. 
And the dim blue fire that lights her deck 
Doth play on as pale and livid a crew. 

As ever yet drank the church-yard dew ! 

To Deadman’s Isle, in the eye of the blast. 

To Deadman’s Isle she speeds her fast ; 

By skeleton shapes her sails are furl’d. 

And the hand that steers is not of this world ! 

Oh r hurry thee on — oh ! hurry thee on, 

Thou terrible bark ! ere the night be gone, 

Nor let morning look on so foul a sight 
As would blanch for ever her rosy light ! 
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TO THE BOSTON FRIGATE, ♦ 

n.V LEAVING HALIFAX FOR ENGLAND, OCTOBER, l8o4- 
NOSTOT nPO<I>A2:iS TATKEPOT.— PiBDAR. Pyih. 4. 


With triumph this morning, oh ! Boston ! I hail 
The stir of thy deck and the spread of thy sail. 

For they tell me I soon shall be wafted, in thee. 
To the flourishing isle of the brave and the free, 
And that chill Nova-Scotia’s unpromising strand f 
Is the last I shall tread of American land. 

Commanded by Captain J. E. Douglas, •with whom 1 
returned to England, and to whom I am indebted for many, 
many kindnesses. In truth, I should but offend the delicac}'' 
of my friend Douglas, and, at the same time, do injustice 
to iny own feelings of gratitude, did I attempt to say bow 
much I owe to him. 

•{• Sir John Wentworth, the Governor of Nova-Scotia, 
very kindly allowed me to accomparty him on his visit to the 
College which they have lately established at Windsor, about 
forty miles from Halifax, and I was indeed most pleasantly 
surprised by the beauty and fertility of the country which 
opened upon us after the bleak and rocky wilderness by 
which Halifax is surrounded. I was told that, in travelling 
onwards, we should ilnd the soil and the scenery improve, 
and it gave me much pleasure to know that the worthy Go- 
vernor has by no means such an “ inamabilc regmim ” as I 
was, at first sight, inclined to believe. 
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Well — peace to the land ! may the people, at 
length, 

Know that freedom is bliss, but that honour is 
strength ; 

That though man have the wings of the fetterless 
wind. 

Of the wantonest air that the north can unbind, 

Yet if health do not sweeten the blast with her 
bloom, 

Nor virtue’s aroma its pathway perfume, 

Unblest is the freedom and dreary the flight. 

That but wanders to ruin and wantons to blight I 

Farewell to the few I have left with regret, 

May they sometimes recal, what I cannot forget, 

That communion of heart and that parley of soul. 

Which has lengthen’d our nights and illumined 
our bowl, 

When they’ve ask’d me the manners, the mind, 
or the mien 

Of some bard I had known or some chief I had 
seen. 
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Whose glory, though distant, they long had 
adored, 

Whose name often hallow’d the juice of their 
board ! 

And still as, with sympathy humble but true, 

I told them each luminous trait that I knew. 

They have listen’d, and sigh’d that the powerful 
stream 

Of America’s empire should pass, like a dream. 
Without leaving one fragment of genius, to say 
How sublime was the tide which had vanish’d 
away ! 

Farewell to the few— though we never may meet 
On this planet again, it is soothing and sweet 
To think that, whenever my song or my name 
Shall recur to their ear, they’ll recal me the same 
I have been to them now, young, unthoughtful, 
and blest. 

Ere hope had deceived me or sorrow depress’d ! 

But, Douglas ! while thus I endear to my mind 
The elect of the land we shall soon leave behind, 
I can read in the weather-wise glance of thine eye. 
As it follows the rack flitting over the sky. 


Digitized by Google 



AND OTHER POEMS. 287 

That the faint coming breeze will be fair for our 
flight, 

And shall steal us away ere the falling of night. 

Dear Douglas! thouknowest, with thee by my side, 

AVith thy friendship to soothe me, thy courage to 
guide, 

There is not a bleak isle iu those suinmerless seas. 

Where the day comes in darkness, or shines but 
to freeze. 

Not a tract of the line, not a barbarous shore, 

Tliat 1 could uot with patience, with pleasure 
explore ! 

Oh ! think tlien how happy I follow thee now. 

When hope smooths the billowy path *of our 
prow, 

And each prosperous sigh of the west-springing 
wind 

Takes me nearer the home where my heart is 
inshrined ; 

Where the smile of a father shall meet me again, 

And the tears of a mother turn bliss into pain ; 

Where the kind voice of sisters shall steal to my 
heart. 

And ask it, in sighs, how we ever could part ! — 
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But seel— tlie bent top-sails are ready to swell — 
To the boat— I am with thee— Columbia, farewell ! 


TO LADY H 

ON AR OLD RING FOUND AT TUNBRIDGE-WELLS, 


“ Tunnebrige est Ji la meme 'distance de Londres que Fon- 
tainebleau r?st de Paris. Ce qu’il y a de beau et de galant 
dans I’un et dans I’autre sexe s’y rassemble au temps dps 
eaux. La compagnie,” etc. etc. 

See Memoires de Granimont, seconde part. chap. iii. 


Toubridge-Wells, August, i8o5- 

When Orammont graced these happy springs, ' 
And Tunbridge saw, upon her Pantiles, 

The merriest wight of all .the kings 

That ever ruled these gay, gallant isles ; 

Like us, by dSy tliey rode, they walk’d. 

At eve they did as we may do, 

And Grammont just like Spencer talk’d. 

And lovely Stewart smiled like you ! 

The only different trait is this. 

That woman then, if man beset Iter, 
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» 

Was rather given to saying “ yes,” 

Because*, as yet,- ^le knew no better ! 

Each night they held a coterie. 

Where, every fear to slumber charm’d. 

Lovers were all they ought to be. 

And husbands not the least alarm’d I 

They call’d up all their school-day pranks. 

Nor thought it much their sense beneath 

To. play at riddles, quips, and cranks, • 

And lords show’d wit, and ladies teetli. 

As— “ Why are husbands like the Mint*?” 
Because, forsooth, a husband’s duty 

Is just to set the name and print 
That give a currency to beauty. * 

“ Why is a garden’s wilder’d maze 
“ Like a young widow, fresh and fair ?” 

Because it wants some hand to raise 
The weeds, which have no business there ! ” 

And thus they missM and thus theyhit. 

And now they struck and now they parried. 

And some lay-in of full-grown wit. 

While others of a pun miscarried. 

VOL. II. ■ ,3 
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’Twas one of those facetious nights 
That Grammont gave this forfeit rin^. 

For breaking grave conundruna rites, 

Or punning ill, or — some such thing ; 

From whence it can be fairly traced 

Through many a branch and many a bough. 

From twig to twig, until it graced 
The snowy hand that wears it now. 

All this ril prove, and then — to y.ou, 

Oh Tunbridge ! and your springs ironical, 

I swear H — the — te’s eye of blue. 

To dedicate the important chronicle. 

Long may your anciejnt inmates give 
Their mantles to your modern lodgers, 

And Charles* loves'in H — the — te live. 

And Charles’ bards revive in Rogers ! 

Let no pedantic fools be there, 

For ever be those fops abolish’d. 

With heads as wooden as th^ ware, • • 

And, Heaven kno^s ! not half so polish’d. 

But still receive \he mild, the gay, 

The few, who know the rare delight 
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Of reading Graminont every day, 

And acting Graminont every night ! 


TO . 

Never mind how the pedagogue proses, 
You want not antiquity’s stamp. 

The lip that’s so scented by roses. 

Oh ! never must smell of the lamp. 

Old Cloe, whose withering kisses 
Have long set the loves at defiance, 
Now, done with the science of blisses. 
May fly to the blisses of science ! 

Young Sappho, for want of employments, 
Alone o er her Ovid may melt, 
Condemn d but to read of finjoyments 
Which wiser Corinna had felt. 

But (orjrou to be buried in books— 

Oh, Fawny ! they’re pitiful'sa|fes. 

Who could not in one of your looks 
Read more than in millions of pages ! 
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Astronomy finds in your eye 

Better light than she studies above, 

And music must borrow your sigh 
As the melody dearest to love. 

lu Ethics — ’tis you that can check. 

In a minute, their doubts and their quarrels ; 

Oh ! show but that mole on your neck, 

And ’twill soon put an end to their morals. 

Your Arithmetic only can trip 

When to kiss and to count you endeavour ; 

But eloquence glows on your lip 

When you swear that you’ll love me for ever. 

Thus you see what a brilliant alliance 
Of arts is assembled in you — 

A course of more exquisite science 
Man never need wish to go through ! 

And, oh ! — if a fellow like me 
May confer a diploma of hearts. 

With my lip thus I seal your degree. 

My divine little Mistress of Arts ! 
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EXTRACT FROM 

» THE DEVIL AMONG THE SCHOLARS.” ♦ 


TI KAKON 'O TEAftS 5 

CiiRTsosT. Homil. in Epist. ad Hebrseos. 


♦ ♦ M ' ¥ 

But, wLitlier have these gentle ones, 
The rosy nymphs and black-eyed nuns. 
With ajl of Cupid’s wild romancing. 
Led my truant brains u dancing ?’ 
Instead of wis^ encomiastics 
Upon the Doctors and Scholastics, 
Polymaths, and Polyliistors, 

Polyglots and — all their sisters,' 

The instant I have got the whim in. 
Off I fly with nuns and women, 


* I promised that I would ^ve the remainder of this Poem, 
but, as my critics do-not seem to relish* the sublime learning 
which it contains, they shall have no more of it. -With a 
view, however, to the edification of these gentlemen, I have 
prevailed on an industrious friend of mine, who has read a 
great number o( unnecessary books, to illuminate the extract • 
with a little of his precious erudition. 
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Like epic poets, ne'er at ease . 

Until I’ve stolen “ in medias res ! ” 

So have I known a hopeful youth 
Sit down, in quest of lore and truth, 

With tomes sufficient to confound him, 

Like Tohii Bohu, heap’d around him, — 

Mamurra stuck to Theophrastils; 

And Galen tumbling o’er Bombastus ! f 
When lo ! while all that’s learn’d and wise 

Absorbs the boy, he lifts his eyes, 

• 

* Mamurra, a dogmatic pbilQsoplier, who never doubted 
about any tiling, except who was*bis father. “ Null& de re 
unquam prjeterqiiam de patre dubitavit. ” — In iit. He was 
very learned — “ Lk dedans (that is, in his h^d when it was 
opened) le Punique hcurte le Persan, I’He'breu clioque I’Ara- 
biquc, pour ne point parler de la mauvaise intelligence da 
Latin avec le Grec, ” etc. — See VHistoire de Montmaur, 
tom. ii. page gi. • 

i' Bombastus was one of the names of that great scholar 
and quack Paracelsus. “ Philippus Bombastus latei sub splen- 
dito tegmine Aureoll Theophrasti Paracelsi, ” says Stadelius 
de circumforancA Literatorum vanitate. — He used to fight 
the devil every night with a broad-sword, to the no small 
terror of his pupil Oporinus, wlio has recorded the circum- 
stance. (See OpoaiH,* F~it, apud Christian. Gijrph. f^it. 
Select, quorundam JSruditissimorum, etc.) Paracelsus had 
but a poor opinion of Galen. “ My very beard (says he in 
his Paragreenum) has mor^ learning in it than either Galen 
, or Avicenna.” 
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And through the window of his study 

Beholds a virgin, fair and ruddy, 

« • 

With eyes as brightly turned upon him as 
The angel’s * were on Hyeronymus, 

Saying, 'tWas just as sweet to kiss her-— oh I 
Far more sweet than reading Cicero ! 

Quick fly the folios, widely scatter’d, 

Old Homer’s laurell'd broAV is batter’d. 

And Sappho’s skin to Tully's leather,- 
All are confused and toss’d together ! 

Raptured he quits each dozing sage, 

Oh woman ! for thy loveber page : 

Sweet book ! unlike the books of art, 

Whose errors are thy fairest part ; 

In whom, the dear errata column 

Is the best page in all the volume ! f ■ • 

^ The angel wha scolded St. Jerom for reading Cicero, as 
Gkatian tells the story, in his concordantia discordantium 
Cannnum, and says that for this reason bisJiops were not 
allpwcH to read the Classics. “ Episcopns Gentiliiun libros 
non legat.” — Distinct. 87. But Gratian is notorious for lying — 
besides, angels have got no tongues, as the illustrious pupil of 
Pantenus assures us ; Ou^‘ ms tfftn rm «rss, irms tKtifiis 
V y^mTTm" ns ^mt (pmttis ayyiXtts. — Clem. 

Alexand. Stromat. Now, how an angel could scold with- 
out a tongue, I shall leave the angelic Mrs. to determine. 

The idea of the Rabbins about the origin of woman is 
singular. They think that man was originally formed with 
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But, to begin my subject rhyme-— 

’Twas just about this devilish time, 

When scarce there happen’d any frolics 
That were not done by Diabolics, 

A cold and loreless son of Lucifer, 

Who woman scorn’d, nor knew the use of her, 

A branch of Dagon’s family 
(Which Dagon, whether He or She, 

Is a dispute that vastly better is 
Referr’d to Scaliger'^' et caeteris). 

Finding that, in this ca'ge of fools. 

The wisest sots adorn the schools, 

’a tail, like a monkey, but tliat the Deity cut-off this appen- 
dage behind, and made woman of it. Upon this extraordi- 
nary supposition the following reflection is founded ;— 

If such is the tie between women and men, 

• The. ninny who weds is a pitiful elf. 

For he takes to his tail, like an idiot, again, 

* And he makes a deplorable ape of hinasclf. 

Yet, if we may judge as the fashions prevail, 

Every husband remembers the original plan, , 

And? knowing bis wife is no more than his tail. 

Why h,e — leaves her behind him as much as he caii. 

* ScALiGEB, de Emendat. Tempor. — Dagon was thought 
by others to be a certain sea-monster, who^came every day 
out of the Red Sea to teach the Syrians husbandry.— See 
Jacques Gaffabel’s Curiosiic's inou'ies, chap. i. He says he 
thinks this story of the sea-monster “ carries little show of 
probability with it.” 
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Took it at once liis head Satanic in. 

To grow a great scholastic mannikin, 

A doctor, quite as learn’d and fine as 
Scotus John or Tom Aquinas, 

Lully, Hales irrefragabilis, 

• Or any doctor of the rabble is ! 

In languages, f the Polyglots, . • 

Compared to him, were Babel sots; 

He chatter’d more tlian ever Jew did, 

Sanhedrim and Priest included; 

* I wish it were known with any degree of certainly whe- 
ther the Commentary on attributed to Thomas Aqui- 

nas be really the work of this Angelic Doctor. There are 
some bold assertions hazarded in it : for instance, he says 
that Plato kept school in a town culled Academia, and that 
Alcihiades was a very beautiful woman whom some of Aris- 
totle’s pupils fell in love with : “ Alcibiadcs mulicr fuit pul- 
cherrima, quam videntes quidam discipjdi Aristotelis,” etc. 
— See Fhf.vtao. .rVt/pa/'at. Litterar. art. 86. tom. i. 

•J-The following compliment was paid to Laureniius Valla, 
upon his accurate knowledge of the Latin language : 

Nunc postquam manes defunctus Valla petivit. 

Non andet Pluto verba Latina loqui. 

Since Val arrived in Pluto’s shade, 

’ His nouns and pronouns all so pat in, 

Pluto himself would be afraid 
* To ask even “ what’s o’clock” In Latin ! 

■ These lines may be found in the Auctomm Censio of Do 
Vekdiek (page ag"), an excellent critic, if he could have either 
fell or understood any one of the works which he criticises. 

i3. 
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Priest and holy Sanhedrim 

Were one-and-seventy fools to him ! 

But cliief the learned demon felt a 
Zeal so strong for gamma, delta, 

That, all for Greek and learning's glory, 

He nightly tippled “ Greece more,” 

. And never paid a bill or balance 
Except upon the Grecian Kalends, 

■'* It is much to be regretted that Martin Luther, with all 
his talents for reforming, should yet be vulgar enough -to 
laugh at Catnerarius for writing to him in Greek. “ Master 
Joachim (says he) has sent me some dates and some raisins, 
and has also written me two letters in Greek. As soon as I 
am recovered, I shall au'^vver them in Turkish, that be too 
may have the pleasure of reading what he does no.t Under- 
stand.” — “ Grseca snht, legi non possunt,” is 'the ignorant 
speech attributed to Acciirsius, but very unjustly — far from 
asserting that Greek could not be read, that worthy juris- 
consult upon the Law 6. D. de Bonor. possess, expressly 
says, “ Gfiec* litera; possunt intclligi et Icgi.” (Vide 
Libmr. Itarior. Collection Fasciculi //^.)— Scipio Cartero- 
, maebus seems to think, that there is no salvation out of the 
pale of Greek Literature : “ Via priraa salulis Grai4 pandetur 
ab tube.” And the zeal of Laurentius Rhodomannus can- 
not be sufficiently admired, when he exhorts his country- 
men, “per gloriam Cliiisti, per salutcm patriae, per reipu- 
blicae decus et emolumcnium,” to study the Greek language. 
Nor must we forget Phavoiinus, the excellent Rishop of 
Noccra, who, careless of all the usual commendations of a 
Christian, required no further eulogium on his tomb than* 
“ Here lielh a Greek Lexicographer.” 
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From whence your scholars, when they want tick, 
Say, to be At-tick’s to be on lick ! 

In logics, he was quite Ho Panu 

Knew as much as ever man knew. * 

He fought the combat syllogistic 
With so much skill and art eristic. 

That though you were the learned §tagyrite, 

At once upon tlie hip he had you right ! 
Sometimes indeed his speculations 
Were view’d as dangerous innovations. 

As thus — the Doctor’s house did harbour a 
Sweet blooming girl, whose name was Barbara : 
Oft, when his heart was in a merry key,. 

He taught this maid his esoterica, 

And sometimes, as a cure for hectics. 

Would lecture her in dialectics. 

* O nANT,— The introduction of this language into 
English poetry has a good efl'cct, and ought to Be more in^- 
▼ersally adopted. A word or lwo«f-Grcck in a stanza would 
serve as ballast to the most .“light o’ love” verses. Aoso- 
itiDs, among the ancients, may serve as a model : 

Ou yttf ftti Btfiie tfit in hac regionc ■ . ■ 

ah nostris esse Ktcfct/tetig. 

Ronsard, the French poet, has enriched his sonnets and odes 
with many an exrpiisite morsel from the Lexicon, ilis Chere 
Enlelechie, in addressing his mistress, is admirable, and can 
only be matched by Cowley’s Antiperislasisy , 
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How far their zeal let him and her go 
Before they came to scaling Ergo, 

Or how they placed the medius terminus, 
Oura:hronicles do not determine us ; 

But so it was — by some confusion 
In this their logical praelusion. 

The Doctor \vholly spoil ’d, they say, 

The figure* of young Barbara ; 

And thus, by many a snare sophistic. 

And enthymeme paralogistic. 

Beguiled a maid, who could not give. 

To .save her life, a negative, t 
III- ihusi^, though he had no ears 
.Except for that amoYigst the spheres 
(Which most of all, as he averr’d it. 

He dearly loved, ’cause no one heard it), 

♦ The first figure of simple syllogisms, to ivhicli Barbara 
belongs, together ■with Celarent, Darii, an<i Ferio. 

-f- Because the throe propositions in the mood of Barbara 
are universal affirmatives. “~Xhe poet boriowed this ccjui- 
vo<jue upon Barbara from a curious Epigram which Mencre— 
■IDS gives in a note upon hfs Essays de Charlatanerid Eru- 
ditorum. In the Aupties Peripatetica: of Caspar Bafl^ids, 
the r^der will find some facetious applications of the terms 
of logic to matrimony. CRAMSEVZ/’eatiseo/i Syllogisms, in 
Mariinus Scriblerus, is borrowed chiefly from the JVuptite 
Peripateticce of Barexcs. 
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Yet aptly he, at sigh't,^ could read 
Eacli tuneful diagram in Bede, 

And find, by EuclidVcorollaria, 

The ratios of a jig or aria. 

But, as for all your warbling Delias, 

Orphe'uses and Saint Cecilias, 

He own'd he thought them much surpass’d 
By that redoubted Hyaloclast, * 

Who still contrived, by dint of throttle, 

Where’er he went to crack a bottle I 

Tjikewise to show his mighty knowledge, he, 

On things unkilown in physiology, • 

Wrote many a chapter to divert us. 

Like that great little man Albertu», 

Wherein he show’d the' reason why, 

When children first are heard to cry, 

If boy the baby chance to be, 

He cries OA ! — if girl, OE ! — 

They are, says he, exceeding fair hints 
Respecting their first sinful parents ; * 

Or Glass-Br»aker.— Morhofius has given an acconnt of 
this extraordinary man, in a work published i68a. “ De ritreo 
csypho fracto,” etc. 
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“ Oh Eve ! ” exclaimeth little madam, 

While little master cries Oh Adam! 

In point of science astronomical, 

It seemed to him ex^tremely comical 
That, once a year, the frolic sun 
Should call at Virgo’s house for fun. 

And stop a month and blaze around her. 

Yet leave her Virgo, as he found her ! 

• • 

But, ’twas in Optics and Dioptrics, 

Our demon played his first and top tricks : 
He^held that sunshine passes quicker 
Through* wine than any other liquor ; 

That glasses are the best utensils 
To catch the eye’s bewilder’d pencils ; 

And, though he saw no great objection 
To steady light and pure reflection. 

He thought the aberrating rays 
Which play about a bumper’s blaze, 

Were by the Doctors looked, in common, on, 

As a more *rare and rich phenomenon ! 

* This is translated almost literally from’ a passage in 
yilbertus de Secreth, etc.— I have not the book by nae, 
•r 1 would transcribe the words. 
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• * . • 

He wisely said that the sensorium 

Is for the eyes a great emporium, 

To which these noted picture stealers 

Send all they can and meet with driers. 

In many an optical proceeding, ' . 

The brain, he said, show’d great good breeding; 

For instance, when we ogle women * * 

(A. trick which Barbara tutor’d him in), 

Although the dears are apt to get in a 

Strange position on the rjtina, 

Yet instantly the modest brain 

Doth set them on their legs again ! 


Our doctor tlnis with “ stuff’d sufficiency” 

Of all omnigenous omnisciency. 

Began (as who would not begin 
That liad, like him, so much within?) 

To let it but in books of all sorts. 

Folios, quartos, large and small sorts ; 

Poems, so very deep and sensible. 

That they \<^ere quite incomprehensible ; f 

Alluding lo that habitual act of the judgment, by whichj 
notwithstanding the inversion of the image upon the retina, 
a correct inipressiiin of the object is conveyed to the sensorium. 

•}■ Under this description, 1 believe, “ the Devil among 
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Prose which had been at learning’s Fair,. 

And bought up all the trumpery there,' 

, The tatter’d rags of every vest. 

In which the Greeks and Romans dress’d. 

And o’er her figure, swoln and antic, 

Scatter’d them all with airs so frantic, 

* Thjtt those, who saw the fits she had, 

* ’ • 

Declared unhappy Prose was mad ! 

Epics he wrote and scores of rebusses. 

All as neat as X)ld Turnebus’s ; 

Eiggs and altars, cyclopaedias. 

Grammars, prayer-books — oh ! ’twere tedious,. 
Did I but tell the half, to follow me ; 

Not the scribbling bard of Ptolemy^, 

# 

the Scholars" may be included. Yet Leibnitz found out the 
uses of incomprehensibility, when he was appointed secre- 
tary to a society of philosophers at Nuremberg, merely for 
bis merit in writing a cabalistical letter, one word of whicli 
neither they nor himself could interpret. — See the Jiloge His- 
torique de M. de Leibnitz, VEurope Sai^ante. People in 
all ages have loved to be puzzled. We find Cicero thanking 
Atticus for having sent him a work of Serapion, “ ex tpio 
(says_he) (juidem ego (quod inter nos liceat dicere)*millesi- 
mam partem vix intelligo.”-^Lib. a. epist. 4* And we know 
that Avicen, the learned Arabian, read Aristotle’s Meta- 
physics forty times over, for the supreme pleasure of being 
able to inform the world that he could not comprehend one 
syllable throughout them. — Nicolas Mossa in Kit- Avicen. 
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No — nor thfe hoary Trismegistiis 
(Whose writingsall, thankHeaven! have miss’d us), 
E’er fill’d with lumber such a ware-room 
As this great “ pofcus literarum !” 


FRAGMENTS OF A‘ JOURNAL.* 

TO.G. M. ESQ. 

FROM FREDERICKSBUHGH, VIRGINIA, f JUNE 2ND. 

Dear George ! though every bone is aching, 

After the shaking 

These fragments form but a small part of a ridiculous 
medley of prose and doggerel, into ■which, for ray amusement, 
I threw some of the incidents of my. journey. If it were even 
in a mors rational form, there is yet much of it too allusive 
and too personal for publication. 

Having remained about a week at New York, where I 
saw Madame Jerome Bonaparte, and felt a slight shock of an 
earthquake (the only things that particularly awakened my 
attention), I- sailed again in the Boston for Norfolk, from 
whence I proceeded on my tour to the northward, through 
Williamsburgh, Richmond, etc. At Richmond there are a 
few men of considerable talents. Mr. Wickham, one of their 
celebrated legal characters, is a gentleman whose manners 
and mode of life would do honour to the most cultivated 
societies. Judge Marshall, the awxhov oi JV^ashington's Life, 
is another very distinguished ornament of Richmond. These 
gentlemen, 1 must observe, arc of that respectable, but at 
present unpopular, party, the Federalists. 
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Fve had this week,’ over ruts and ridges, ♦ 

And bridges 

Made of a few uneasy planks, f • 

In open ranks 

Like old women’s teeth, all loosely thrown 
Over rivers of tnud, whose names alone 
Would make the knees of stoutest man knock, 
Rappahannock, • 

Occoquan — the Heavens may harbour us ! 
Who ever heard of names so barbarous ? 


What Mr. Weld says of the continual necessity of ba- 
lancing or trimming the stage, in passing over some of the 
wretched roads in America, is by no means exaggerated. 
“ The driver frequently had to call to the passengers in the 
stage, to lean out of the carriage, first at one side then at the 
other, to prevent it from oversetting in the deep ruts with 
which the road abounds ! ‘ Now, gentlemen, to the right j ’ 

upon which the passengers all stretched their bodies halfway 
out of the carriage, to balance it on that side. ‘ Now, gen- 
tlemen, to the left j ’ and so on.” — Weld’s Travels, letter 3. 

■ • • 

'f. Before the stage can pass one of these bridges, the drivhr 
is obliged to stop and arrange the loose planks, of which it 
is composed, in the manner tliat best suits his ideas of safety : 
and, as the planks arc again disturbed by the passing of the 
coach, the next travellers who arrive have of course a new 
arrangement to make. Mahomet (as Sale tells us) was at some 
pains to imagine a precarious kind of bridge for the entrance 
of Paradise, in order to enhance the pleasures of arrival : 
a Virginian bridge, I think, would have answered his pur- 
' pose completely . 
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Worse than Latin, 

Or the smooth codicil 

To a witcli’s will, where she brings her cat in ! 
I treat my goddess ill, 

(My muse I mean) to make her speak ’em ; 

Like the Yerbum Graecum, 
Spermagoraiolekitholakaifopolides, * 

Words that ought only be said upon holidays. 
When one has notliidg else to do. 

But, dearest George, though every bone is aching 
After this shaking. 

And trying to regain the socket. 

From which the stage thought fit tp rock it, 

I fancy I shall sleep the better 
For having scrawl’d a kind of letter 
To you. 

It seems to me like — “ George, good-night !” 
Though far the spot I date it* from ; 

To whicli I fancv, while I write, 

• • 

You answer back — “ Good-night t’ye, Tom.” 

trata of Aristophanes, v. 458. 
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« 

But do not think that I shall turn all* 

Sorts of quiddities. 

And insipidities. 

Into my journal ; 

Tliat I shall tell you the different prices 
Of eating, drinking, and such other vices. 

To “ contumace’your Appetite’s acidities 
No, no ; the Muse too delicate bodied is 
For such comnjodilies ! 

Neither suppose, like fellow of college, she 
Can talk of conchology. 

Or meteorology ;• * * 

Or that a nymph, who wild as comet errs. 

Can discuss barometers. 

Farming lools, statistic histories. 

Geography, law, or such like mysteries. 

For which she doesn’t care three skips. of 

• • • 

Prettiest flea, that e’er the lips of 

• ' « . ! 

■*' This phrase is taken yerbatim from an account of an ex- 
pedition to Drummond’s Pond, by one of those many Ameri- 
cans who profess to tliink that the English language, as it has 
been hitherto -written, is deficient in what they call republican 
energy. One of the swans of Washington is far advanced in 
the construction of a new language for the United States, 
which is supposed to be a mixture of Hebrew and Mikmak. 
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Catherine Roadie look’d smiling i^on. 

When bards of France all, one by one, 

Dedared, that never did hand approach 
Such a flea as was caught upon Catherine Roache ! * 
* ¥ ■ ¥ ¥ ¥ . 

Sentiment, George, I’ll talk, when I’ve got any, 
And botany — 

Oh ! Linnaeus has made such a prig o’ me, 

Cases I’ll And of such polygamy 
Under evefy bush. 

As would make the “ shy curcuma ”f blush ; 
Vice under every name and'shajie. 

From adulterous gardens to fields of rape ! 

I’ll send you Some Dionaea Muscipula, 

And, into Bartfam’s book if yoit dip, -youll a 
Pretty and florid description find of 

• • 

This “ludicrous, lobed, carnivorous, kindof-^”§ 

* Alluding to a collection of poems, called La Puce des 
grands-jours de Poitiers. They were all written upon a 
flea, which Stephen Pasquier found on the bosom of the fa- 
mous Catherine des Roches, one morning during the grands- 
jours of Poitiers. 1 ask pardon of the learned Catherine's 
memory for my vulgar altera don of her most respectable 
name. 

■f “ Cnrcuma, cold and shy.” — ^D arwiit. 

$ “ Observed likewise in these savannas abundance of the 
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The l^rd deliver us ! 

Think of a vegetable being “ carnivorous! ” 
And, George, be sure 
1T1 treat you too, like Liancourt* 

• (Nor thou be risible). 

With all the views, so striking and romantic,^ 
Which one might have of the Atlantic, 

If it were visible. 

^ And now, to tell you the gay variety 
Of my stage society. 

There was a quaker, who room for twenty took. 
Pious and big as a>Polyglot Pentateuch ! 

There was his niece too, sitting so fair by. 

Like a neat .testament, kept to swear by. 

What pity, blooming girl 1 
. That lips, so ready for a lover, 


ladicroas Dionxa Mascipula.”.>-BARTKAM’s Travels in JYorih 
■America. For his description of this “ carnivorous vege- 
table,” See Introduction, p. i^. 

*This philosophical Duke, describing the view from 
Mr. Jefferson’s house, says, “ The AtlanUc might be seen, 
were it not for the greatness of the disunce, which readers 
that prospect impossible.”— See his Travels. 
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Should not beneath their ruby casket cover 
One tooth of pearl ! 

But, like » rose beside the church-yard*stone. 

Be doom’d to blush o’er many a mouldering bone I 
There was * * * * . . 

There was a student of the college, too, 

• Who said 

Much more about the riches of his head, * 

* - 

Than, if there were an iucomc~tax on brains, 
His head could venture to acknowledge to. 

I ask’d the Scholar 

If his — what d’ye call her ? — 

Alma Mater and her Bishop 
Properly follow’d the Marquis’s wish up, f 

* Poljgaotus was the first painter, says Pliny, who showed 
the teeth in his portraits. He would scarcely, 1 think, have 
been tempted to such an innovation in America. 

i* The Marquis dc Chastellox, in his wise letter to 
Mr. Maddison, Professor of Philosophy in die College of 
William aod Mary, at Williamshargh, dwells with much 
earnestness on the attention which should be paid to dancing. 
—See his 2'raveU- This college, the only one in the slate of 
Virginia, and the first whicK I saw in America, gave me but 
a melancholy idea of republican seats of learning. That con- 
tempt for the elegancies of education, which the American 
democrats affect, is no where more grossly conspicuous tlian 
in Virginia : the young men, w/lio look for advancement, 
study rather to be demagogues than politicians j and as every 
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And were much advanciiif' 

In dancing ?• 

■¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥. 

The evening now grew dark and still ; 

The whip-poor-will 
Sung pensively on every tree ; 

And strait I fell into a reverie 
Upon that man of gallantry and pith, 

*Captain Smith. 

thing that distingufshcs from tlie multitude is supposed to be 
invidious and unpopular, the levelling system is applied to 
education, and has haikall the eifect which its partisans could 
desire) by producing a most extensive equality of ignorance 
The Abbe Raynal, in his prophetic admonitions to the Ame- 
ricans, directing their attention very strongly to learned esta- 
blishments, says, “When the youth of a country are seen de- 
praVed, the nation is on the decline.” I know not what the 
Abbe' Raynal would pronounce of this nation t»ow, were he 
alive to know the morals of the* young students at Williams- 
bnrgh ! But when he wrote, his countrymen had not yet in- 
troduced the “ doctrinam deos spernentem” into America. 

* John Smith, a famous traveller, and by far the most en- 
terprising df the first settlers in Virginia. How much he was 
indebted to the interesting young Pocahnntas, daughter of 
King Powhatan, may be seen in all the histories of this co- 
lony. In the Dedication of his'own work to the Ducliess of 
Richmond he thus enumerates his bonnes fortunes ; “ Yet my 
pomfort is, that heretofore honorable and vertuous Ladies, and 
comparable but among themselves, have offered me rescue 
and protection in my greatest dangers. Even in forraine 
parts I have felt reliefe from that sex. The beauteous Lady 
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And very strange it seem’d to me, 

That, after having kiss’d so grand a 
Dame as Lady Trabigzanda, 

By any chance he 
Could take a fancy 

To a nymph, with such a copper front as 
Pocahuntas ! 

f 

And now, as through the gloom so dark, 

The fire-flies scatter’d many a fiery spark, 

To one, that glittered on the quaker’s bonnet, 

I wrote a sonnet. * 

¥ ¥ ¥ ■ ¥ ♦ ♦ • 

And — ■ — 

two lines more had just completed it ; 
But, at the moment I repeated it, . 

m 

« 

Trabigzanda, when I was a slaye to the Turks, did all she 
conld to secure me. When I oveivame the Bashaw of Nal- 
brits in Tartaria, the charitable Lady Callamata supplyed my 
necessities. In the utmost of my extremities, that blessed 
Pokahantas, the great King's daughter of Virginia, oft saved 
my life.” 

Davis, in his whimsical Travels through America, has ma- 
nufactnred into a kind of romance the loves of Mr. Rolfe 
with this “ opaci maxima mnndi,” Pocahuntas. 

* For the Sonnet, see page i38. 

VOL. II. l4 
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Our stage, 

Which good Brissot, with braius so critical 
And sage, 

Calleth the true “ machine political”) * 

* • 

' With all its load of uncles, scholars, nieces. 
Together jumbled, 

Tumbled 

Into a rut and fell to pieces ! 

/ , 

a 

Good night ! — my bed must be, 

0 

By this time, warm enough for me, • 

Because I hnd old Ephraim Steady 
And Miss his niece are there already ! 

Some cavillers > 

Object to sleep with fellow-travellers ; 

“ Y)ie American &tages are the true political caiTiages.” 
Srissot’s Travels, letter 6ih. — There is nothing more amus- 
ing tlian the philosophical singeries of these French traTel- 
Icrs. * In one of the letters of Clavi^re, preExed to those of 
Brissot, upon their plan for establishing a republic of phi- 
losophers in some part of the western world, he intreats 
Brissot to be particular in choosing a place “where there are 
no mnsquitoes : ” forsooth,* ne <£uld rcspublica detriment! 
caperet ! 
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But ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Saints protect the pretty qiraker, 
Heaven forbid that I should wake her ! 


TO A FRIEND. 

-W HEN next you see the black eyed Caljy 
The loving, languid girl of Hayti, * 
Whose finger so expertly plays 
Amid the ribbon’s silken maze, 

Just like Aurora, when she ties 
A rainbow round the morning skies ! 

Say, that I hope, when winter’s o’er. 

On Norfolk’s bank again to rove. 

And then shall search the ribbon store 
Fpr some of Catj-’s softest love. 


’* Among the West-Indian French at Norfolk, there are 
some very interesting Saint Domingo girls, who, in the day, 
sell millinery, etc., and at night assemble in little cotillion 
parties, where they dance away the remciArance of their 
unfortunate country, and forget the miseries which “ les amis 
des noirs” have brought upon them. 
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I should not like the gloss were past, 

Yet want it not*entirely new ; 

But bright and strong enough to last 
About — suppose a week or two. 

However frail, however light, 

’Twill do, at least, to wear at night : 

And so you’ll tell our black-eyed Caty — 
The loving, languid ^'1 of Hayti ! 


“ Errare malo cum Platonc, quam cum aliis recti seotire.'* 

Cicero. 

1 would rather think wrongly with Plato, than rightly with 
any one else. 


' 480a. 

Fanny, my love, we ne’er were sages. 

But, trust me, all that Tully’s zeal 
Express’d for Plato’s glowing pages, * 
All that*, and more, for thee I feel! 

. V 

« 

Whate’er the heartless world decree. 
Howe’er unfeeling prudes condemn, 
Fanny ! I’d rather sin with thee. 

Than live and die a saint with them ! 
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SONG. 

I ne’er on that lip for a minute have gazed, 

But a thousand temptations beset me, 

And Tve thought, as the dear little rubies you 
raised. 

How delicious ’twould be — if you'd let me ! 

Then be not so angry for what I have done, 

Nor say that you’ve sworn to forget me ; 

They were buds of temptation too pouting to shun. 
And I thought that — you coulcj not but let me ! 

When your lip with a whisper came close to my 
cheek, 

Oh think how bewitching it met me ! 

And, plain as the eye of a Venus could speak. 
Your eye seem’d to say — you would let me ! 

Then forgive the transgression, and bid me remain, 
For, in truth, if I go, you’ll regret me ; 

Or, oh ! — let me try tlie transgression again. 

And I’ll do all you wish — will you let me ? 
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FROM THE GREEK.* 

I 

I’ve press’d her bosom oft and oft ; 

In spite of many a pouting checli., « 

, Have touch’d her lip in dalliance soft, 

And play’d around her silvery neck. 

* But, as for more, the maid’s so coy. 

That saints or angels might have seen us; 
She’s now for prudence, now for joy, * ' 

Minerva half, and half a Venus. 

• 

When Venus makes her bless me near, 

Why then, Minerva makes her loth ; 

And — oh the sweet, tormenting dear ! 

She makes md mad between them both ! 

* *X"^ oroftAri irtpt 

Affxtr» ?ioawe)t ^toicafttu ufYOffi/t’ 

Oci«'« ^ a^peyfftittr oXnf iA«r‘ «AA* ir< xetfttv* 
TltCfB-tnc* Mxpar ecfuito/utiliii- 

Hfctav y*p IIct(f>ni, to etp tffttTV i'MKto AS-ijuj* 
Avrotp lytt piterrof r^xopcMi otpe^orepvr, 

Pavlcs Silfstiakids. 
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ON. A BEAUTIFUL EAST-INDIAN. 

If all the daughters of the sun 

Have loving looks and hearts of flame, 
Go, tell me not that she is one — 

’Twas from the wintry moon she came ! 

And yet, sweet eye ! thou ne’er wert given 
To kindle what thou dost not feel ; 

And yet, thou flushing lip — by Heaven ! 
Thou ne’er wert made for Dian’s seal ! 

Oh ! for a sunbeam, rich and warm 
From thy own Ganges’ fervid haunts. 
To light thee up, thou lovely form ! . 

To all my soul adores and wants : 

To see thee burn — to faint and sigh 
Upon that bosom as it blazed, 

And be, myself, the first to die. 

Amid the flame myself had raised ! 
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TO . 

I KNOW that none can smile like thee, 

But there is one, a gentler one. 

Whose heart, though young and wild it be, 
Would ne’er have done as thine has done. 

When we were left alone to-day, 

When every curious eye was fled, 

And all that love could look or say. 

We might have look’d, we might have said ; 

Would she have felt me trembling press, 

Nor trembling press to me again ? 

Would she have had the power to bless. 

Yet want the heart to bless me then? 

Her tresses, too, as soft as thine — 

f 

Would she have idly paused to twine 
Their scatter’d locks, with cold delay. 

While, oh ! such minutes pass’d away. 

As Heaven has made for those who love ? 

For tliose who love, and long to steal 
What none but hearts of ice reprove, 

What none but hearts of fire can feel ! 
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Go, go — an age of vulgar years 

May now be pined, be sigh’d away. 
Before one blessed hour appears. 

Like that which we have lost to-day ! 


AT NIGHT-^* 

At night, when all is still around. 

How sweet to hear the distant sound 
Of footstep, coming soft and light ! 

Wliat pleasure in the anxious beat. 

With which the bosom flies to meet 
That foot that comes so soft at night ! 

And then, at night, how sweet to say 
“ 'Tis late, my love !” and chide delay. 

Though still t]ie western clouds are bright ;• 
Oh I happy too the silent press. 

The eloquence of mute caress. 

With those we love exchanged at night ! 

* These lines allude to a curious lamp, •which has for its 
device a .Cupid, with the words “at night” written over 
him. 
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At night, what dear employ to trace. 

In fancy, every glowing grace 

That’s hid by darkness from the sight ! 
And guess, by every broken sigh. 

What tales of bliss the shrouded eye 
Is telling from the soul, at night ! 


TO . 

I OFTEN wish that thou wert dead. 

And I beside thee calmly sleeping ; 

Since love is o’er and passion fled. 

And life has nothing worth our keeping 

No — common souls may bear decline 
Of all that throbb’d them once so high ; 

But hearts that beat like thine and mine. 
Must still love on — ^love on or die I 

’Tis true, our early joy was such. 

That nature could not bear th’ excess ! 

It was too much — for life too much — 
Though life be all a blank with less ! 
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To see that eye, so cold, so still. 

Which once, oh God ! could melt in bliss— 
No, no, I cannot bear the chill ! 

Hate, burning hate were Heaven to this I 


EXD OF VOLUME 11. . 
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